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" Time Tolls his ceaseless course. The race of yore 

Vfho danced oar infancy upon their knee, 
And told our marvelling boyhood l^nd^s store, 

Of tiieir strange 'venturesnapp'd by land or sea^ 
How are they blotted from the tViings that be ! 

How few, all weak and wither'd in their force, 
Wait on the verge of dark eternity, 

Like stranded wrecks, the tide returning hoarse, 
To sweep them from our nght ! Time rolls his ceaseless course/* 

Sir tTaUer Seoii, 
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PREFACE. 



In presuming to lay before the public an His- 
torieal Account of the Borough of East Retford, 
and of the villages in its immediate vicinity, 
I deem it necessary to state the motives which 
induced me to commence the undtsrtaking. 

Time, that great despoiler of every thing ter- 
restrial> had long since laid his withering hand 
on many ancient documents of interest and mo- 
ment, and in a few more years would have buried 
them in oblivion. Feeling the absolute necessity 
of something being done, as well from personal 
observations as from the representation of others, 
I was induced to make this attempt^ but with 
what success 

" This let the world, which knows not how to «pare, 
Yet nMy Uunet ai^oiUy, now deeloe.** 

It is to myself matter of as great regret, as it caa 
poaribly be to any of my readers, that the task 
hm not fallen to some one 

From the many and varied duties which I am 
called upon to pet form, it mint be expected that 
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such attention has not heen paid to varioas snfo- 
jects, which, under other circumstances, might 
have been ; and ,tha,t ,u^^xxf d^ciencies will be 
found to exist ih a work requiring the exercise 
bf talents far superior to any which I can boast 
of possessing. 

In fornjin^ a judgment on my labours, the* 
public wijil do me justice to bear in min49 that 
my. task has been to traverse a wilderness, through 
which a path had ijie'er been beaten, — uay wh^r^ 
human fop^ ha^ never trod,— with but little light 
to 4issipate the gloom. Th^re is another circu^- 
f tance, likewise^ which gives me a strong d^lm on 
their lenient consideration, which is, the paucity 
of material^ for an undertaking of this nalure ; 
most, q{, those places which coine under the ob- 
j^'^irations, of hjstomns haye known from time 
ijnjnemorial au uninterrupted, succession of 
lor<^^, whose respective lives haveforn^ed a cqmr 
plete chain of continuity, or a sort of railway 
along which the. writer bad i^othipg tp do but to 
drive ; this is, hoiwever.^ aa. advaotage^^ w.bich East 
ifccstibrd canBot boa^ of boshing enjcgsedt. 

The. obscurity o£ the siiuiatioii- of JSast R6tliMr4 
in <^ the days of other years'^ hne Iih9#i8(^ ^iwv.ed 
a great obstat^ nii tho.way oft a straight forward 
narmti ve^ and) Iibi^ iil a coUtsad^Mm dfig:Q9«» Mn- 
jtnbiibed:;t9i h^igKtta th^ diffiait)^ ^ mnwMims 
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t)ie v^ioiii^ epocbsgi sq «sk ta ooible ofie -to g^ve 
^ saqoiuct and detajk4 acoouDt. Pr9vi<yii$. to tba^ 
17th ceaturys» the Corp<Nratioii was in posBessi^a 
of miQierou^ doQuno/^ots coataJupUig very yaluaUe 
iDform^tUNft) bat unfortunately the mfi^r part 
were lost ia the ruio^ of t^e Churchy when U wa^ 
4flstroyed» and maoy of tbiose which werer saved 
MT^re so much damaged as to be almost iwiatelli-s 
g^ble. But most ef these havij^g; esci^^ed Ihe 
S.QyUa of at storm have feUen ioto that Charybfiisy 
yeliep'ds the Court of Chajocery, their release 
froo^ vl^iQbc at any pactieulajr time, it were a foUy 
Ip, «ccpuj|t as. eertiiip. 

Iqt record!^ th^ variovseveats^ I have ettdee»- 
vouied to adhere if) the real and definitive featunef 
of the subjecty witheujk hunting after vague pro- 
b^bilitjes^ or amusipg myself by indulgjog in 
impifobable speculative surmises. 
. ]p;ia^terinig the neighbqujring nobUity and gn^ijL^ 
tiy^, and othi^ prinqipal inhabitant99 and propi^e* 
tp]C8,,%fault,too.oftea atteA4aQt upon local history, 
it;h^s^bQen my study to anroid? from aeonyietion 
that real worth mi Jfi^ri^ would; feet pained i^ 
any lengthened or studied encomiums, whilst the 
good sense of my readers would be insulted* were 
I to bestow praise and panygerics where they 
were not doe. 

Th(^ vicious embellishments it is hoped will be 



foand worthy ihe objects they are' intended to 
represent, and are offered with confidence to the 
attention of the antiquary and the admirer of the 
fine arts. Those engraved by Jewitt fully sup- 
ports that character which he has so justly earned ; 
and those by Cave, of York, are excellent 
specimens of that gentleman's superior method of 
engraving. 

To several gentlemen I beg to tender my 
warmest acknowledgments for the kind assistance' 
which in a variety of ways they have afforded- 
me, particularly to the Rev. Archdeacon Eyre,^ 
A. H. Eyre, Esq. Thomas Denmait, Esq. and 
John Mee, Esq. for whose numerous favours 
I cannot be sufficiently grateful. 

In conclusion I beg to throw myself on the 
indulgence of the public, and trust my claims for 
success will be tried by the inclination I have 
evinced to do justice to my arduous task, rather 
than by the ability with which it is executed, feel- 
ing convinced that however deficient I may. have 
been in the latter quality, the former one will 
ensure me the meed of approbation. 

East Reiford^ ^eft, SSif, 18S8. 
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. HUNBRED OF ^SSETJ^A^i^ 

BfiTi^m) being the .priadpi^ market tomiii^ ki the 
flandired of Ba^setlaWi a riKQV't nccoant tbeijjMif wUl 
not be unacceptable *at the commencement of thid 

history. 

All historians agree that King Alfred caused Eag^ 

.land to be divided into shiifes or conntieft^ agdthe^e 

again 16 be subdfrided into hiind)%ds ot wapentake's 

a proceeding at that period rendered necessary to t^ 

due administration o{ justice,^ as well as to.red^cje tho 

.inhabitants/ trlio were fierce 'and Hoenliaim, to: tl^ 

' salutary restrailit of law and wholesdtne gotetumient.' 

The Handrcds in the county of Nottingham are noW 
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reduced to six*; these are Rusbdiffe, Bingham, New- 
ark, Bassetlaw, Broxtow, and Thtirgarton. . These 
Hundreds are very unequal in size, (as much so as the 
various conn ties,) and are supposed to liave been so 
called iNscause jtbey contained a hundred towns each ; 
this supposition is evidently erroneous, for, as Thoro- 
ton justly observes, *' Such we have none, but more 
likely of that number of free sureties, or frankpledges 
for the peacet, or else of able soldiers for the war, 
which number in some placesf, exceeded more, in others 
less, as we may well suppose ; and in process of time 
(if nothing else did,) made the inequality/' 

The Hundred of Bassetlaw (called in Nomina Vil" 
larum, about the year 1315, Bersetelowe, afterwards 
we find it written Bernedsetlawe, Bemedeslawe, and 
Bassetlawe,) Is somewhat of an oval shape, and ex- 
tends along the bank of the river Trent (in two in- 
8tance]i it verges to the opposite side) 'from Heck 



* Formerly there appears to have heen efgAL In Dodms- 
'daylMN^, what it now tenned the North Ciay Division, was 
then called flie Soke of Oswardebec, that is a wapentake, or 
hundred ; and so late as the 16th century the Hundred of Hat- 
field merged into a Division of the Hundred of Bassetlaw. 

t In the 12th of Edward the second, (1318,) Robert de Pere- 
'pont, Ridiard de Wlllnghby, and Richard de Wbatton, were 
created assignen Jmtkes to enquire of the traosgwessions made 
by John de Lanum^ one of the Kings Bayliflb of the Wapentach 
t>f Bersetelowe. 



Dyke, a little below We$t Stockwith» to the pamh of 
Fledburough ; it there joins the Hnndred of Thurgar* 
ton> and proceeds nearly as far as Shirewood Inn^ on 
the Forett, where it takea the boundary line of Brox- 
tow Hundred till it joins the county of Derby» near 
Nettle worth ; it is tlien limited by that county > and 
likewise Yorkshire, until it approaches to an apex bo- 
low Finningley, where Lincolnshire again determines its 
extent to the entraueo of the Heck Dyke into the 
Trent* This Hundred consists of three dkisions, m. 
Hatfield, and North and South Clay: the first em* 
braces all the land on the west side of the river Idle, 
which as Thoroton states has ever been famous ** for 
woods and pleasant watcvs, insomuch that in it alone 
4iai'e l)een founded well nigh as many Monasterios as 
in the whole county besides.'* The two remaining di- 
visions include the district between the Idle and the 
Trent, which, from the nature of the soil, is considered 
highly fertile both as arable and pasture land. 

The latitude of the Hundred of ^assetlaw extends 
frpm fifty-three degrees, nine minutes, to fifty-three 
degrees, thirty 'two minutes north ^ it is about twenty- 
seven hirlcs long, and seventeen broad ; its circumfe- 
rence is estimated at upwards of eighty miles, and its 
superfieial content at 174000 acres. It contains sixty- 
six parishes, in which are eighty -four villages, and four 
market towns, viz. Retford, Tuxford, Worksop, and 
OUerton, and part of Bawtry ; and aiccording to. the 
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\mtimmeataaf'f'Cemns taken in 18111^ it Mfts a populft)^ 
tio^o£:d6445 Bouls. 

-This Hnndi^ed ha« been 4i9tingirislbe(i from timeam^ 
manorial for the namberof seats of n^blenien amd 
'^ntlemenGompfised within its liAiits> so bhkIl so^as 
to hare received- the appellation of the '' Dumtkky/* 
-Dining the late disottssious in Parliament, this term 
vasBOtnafrequentiy introduced to prove that the rei- 
iurn of two members to serve in Parliament for th» 
Unndred.nK^uld altogether rest with •one or two of th^ 
-said noblemen* Tlie following list* however will prove 
.that whatever inflnenee those distingoished individuals 
do possess, there is an interest — an independent inter«- 
est> paramount to the whole of their^s eombined, whieli» 
in the event of a eonlest, would prove the truth of tUa 
•assertion. . . 

The DUKE of NEWCASTLE. Clumher Pari 

• r ... 

The DUKE of NORFOLK, Worksop Manor 
Th* DUKE of P(«TLAND, Jry5*cA -rfWtfy 

Earl Manvers, 7%oretby Park G. S. Foljarabe, Esq. Osberton 

; Lord MiddletOD, WoBako H. O. Knight, Eiq. LangoM 

Earl Bathunt, LangwHh £. £. Denniaon, £aq. M. P. Ouinfk^ 

Lord Howard, WeUow A. H. Eyre, Esq. Grove 

' Lord Gahray, Serleby SIsM W. Maaon, Esq. JUorfon 

Lord Altborpe, M. P. Wi»Hon HaM J. Angerstein, £«}. JRagnaH 

Sir T. W. White, Bart. WalKngwelh P. B. Thompson^ Esq. Etkrick 

Hon. J. B. Simpaoii, Sabwortk H. Walker, Esq. Slyth 

Hon. & Ber. J. U ^avUle, Bugni D. Walters,. Esq. Barnwo^d, Caitee$kt 



* t%i8 list might be considerably enlarged, but want of 
sBom wUl not alH^^fnrther p«rti€ulitris«Uott» 
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DERIVATION OF THE TOWN's NAME. 

SnMSH'this 'fir^tHMoidoii of this borough in historical 
recM-ds itfir ttaEM^hs^ tfAilergone several ehangcs, yel 
none oi ihttitk 80«t» to eiash with thegeneraUy received 
opinion a? to its derivation. 

The most aneiSont docanent on- which reliance can be 

|»hiced, id' Doomsday record, where it is written Red^- 

ford, but whether East or West we are not informed. 

Early in the 18th conttiry it wtts comtttott!^^ written 

Este Reddfurthe, which ehange from the one just 

quoted does not speak greatly for the advancement 

which learning had made daring the intervening period. 

This prononnciatidu however appears to fi^x the date 

of the ancient sea! belonging to the corporation^ (of 

which a correct 1-epresentation is elsewhere given,) 

the rude inscription which encircles it corresponding 

in every particular with the above. In the subsequent 

eentnry it was written Est Redeford^, afterwards 

Eaat Redforde, up - to the' middle of the last century 

East Redford, and finally, as at present. East Ret'^ 

ford. Notwithstanding however, that such ftlteratioB» 

were made at the dlferent periods, according to tlfe 

notions of tlHi different writers, or agreeably with the 

-taste of' tht0 times, it will be allowed' that none of 

them t^nd to throw any obstadeis in the way of d^^n- 

YUg the cause from whence it originated. . It therefore 

-^<vas called Eaat, beeauee seated ou the entt bank. of 
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tlM river Idle, and Retford ^or Red/ord, from an 
nnctcttt ford over that river, the waters of which flow- 
ing over a stratnm of red clay beeamo tinged wiUi tkat 
colour, from the frequent fMiesiag and veimstiiif of 
cattle. &c. and ae this circtimstonee eoald not foil to at- 
tract attention, it was named Red^/ord, The sitvation 
of this ford was about a hundred yards below the 
bridge whieh conitevts the two Ret/ords, where its 
present shallowness sufficiently identifies the spot, and 
several persons are now living who can recollect its 
being used in Uiat manner. 

GENERAL DESCRIFTION, ETC. 

Previous to giving the account of East Retford 
in its aitcient state, it may seem necessary to lay 
before the reader, a concise but general description of 
it in the present day. 

Situation, — The borough of East Retford is situa- 
ted In the North Clay Division of the Hundred of Has- 
-setlaw, in the north-eastern part of the county of 
• Nottingham, in latitude fifty-three degrees nineteen 
minutes forty-six seconds «orth« and fifty-one minutes 
' forty-nine seconds of west longitude, on the eastern 
bank of the river Idle. Its distance from London, by 
the Great North Road, is 144 miles, and by way of Uun* 
tingdon something less ; from Nottingham 32 miles ; 
from Uncoln, .by way of Littlcborongh Ferry 7B miles ; 
and from Doncaster 18 miles. It is pleasantly situa* 
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ted on the line of the Varth Road, ih ft central pmrt 6( 
the country, and is entered on e?ery side by a beaotf- 
fal and^^'-adnal descent; so that let the tonrist ap- 
proach it from what quarter soever he may, he will be 
particularly struck with the neatness which is every 
where visible around him. 

S^ieni.^^The Borough is bounded on the east and 
north-east by the Hamlets of Moorgato*and Sptttal 
Hill ; on the west by West Retford ; on the south by 
the parish of Ordsall ; and on the south-east by the 
hamlet of Little Gnngley. Its extent is extremely li« 
ibtted ; the whole site, comprising the cars and commons^ 
the market-place, the streets, buildings, &c. being only 
about one hundred and twenty acres. 

Roads, S^, — ^Retford occupying a situation on the 
Great North Road, and in the midst of a rich and fer- 
tile tract of agricultural country, possesses numerous 
advantages of which many other places are destitute. 
Whilst accommodation is afforded to travellers to the 
north and south, it is far from being deficient to the 
east and west. The road to Grainsbro', from the fticl- 
lities which that place daily affords to the port of 
Hull, may be said to open the way to every part of the 
globe: not only the treasures of the Indies, but the 
riches of more southern climes here find a ready coh« 
veyance. The road to Lincoln by way of LltHebo- 
rough Terry, Which until lately was almost impassable 
at any season of the year, is now, throngh the 
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admirable system promulgated by Mr. M' Adam, eqaal 
to aoy <other Jn the kingdom, ^o that the trav^llercaA 
cross to Lincoln several miles nearer than formerly; 
'4ind the farmer can. convenicatly deliver the prqduce of 
his labour at all seasons. 

To the wei?t likewise, the public are..greatly indebt- 
"^d to the same gcntlcnmnfor the superior manner in 
whidi he^bas comiVletcd the road Irom Retford to 
Worksop. The expenses attendant upon' this under- 
tfi^k^ng were very great ; but the road— though. iWrly 
.|)or cent, ^fiore expensive travelling than formerly, ts 
-eevenf^'ftve per cent better, which those will acknaw* 
.ledge who have opoa ploughed the road when journey- 
ing with any vehicle across that part 'of the countr)', 
. Having mentioned the North Road in another phce, 
. it will here be necessary only to notice, that previous 
: to the Act of Parliament -being obtained, this road 
ivas equally bad with the resit : that par|; towards the 
. White Houses, (southward), called '' Facmecs' Lanf /' 
. was narrow ^nd dirty, .and tbe;(^u9Bways heife and 
. there were studded witb l&^gc stoats for the accot^* 
fnod^tion of foot passengers ; whilst, toijvards the north, 
aftjsr. passing West Retford fiel^,.the. traveller was 
frequently in danger, of being imii|ersed in .the bo^s 
. and quagoiires, with which Bamby Common almost 
every where abounded. 

Now however all these d ifficu) ties. are obvivt^, bet- 
ter roads 3|ot ^ing in any part, of ^he kingdom^ ai|d 
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from the high state of cultivation which the land has 
every where attained in the neighhonrhood, the inha- 
bitants may he said to live in the midst of plenty, 
being completely surrounded by the beauties of spring 
^-favoured with the smiles of an almost perennial 
summer — bountifully supplied from the lap of a gene- 
rous autumn, and completely secured from those blasts 
which are the flitter fruits of a northern winter. 

Soil. — ^Dr. Miller, in his History of Doncaster, ob- 
serves, that *' our ancestors seem to have been fond of 
building their large market towns at the extremity of 
two different soils ; thus the town of Retford 17 miles 
south from Doncaster,has at one end of it, a stiff clay, 
and at the other, sand/' This remark of the Dr.'s is 
certainly correct, but the reader is not to suppose that 
these are the only kinds of land adjacent to the town. 
To the north-east the soil is of a blackish nature, and 
a light gravel ; the former having been famous for the 
production of good hops, and the latter in the growth 
of wheat, and most other kinds of grain. Towards 
the south, the soil differs more than towards the north. 
In Ordsall parish, (until about the middle of the 
last century,) the land was completely barren, its 
spontaneous growth hardly any thing but rushes, and 
let for about three shillings per acre; but from the 
improvements in drainage, &c. the barren wilderness 
became metamorphosed into a blooming landscape, and 
the face of nature assumed a cast^ to which she had 

c 
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previously been a stronger. If we journey f|irtker 
southward^ the land^ for some distance, continues to 
increase in goodness and in yalue; and t)ie fine tracts 
b{ grazing land^ as well as tl^ose appropriated to agri-r 
cultural purposes^ bear evideiit testimony of the snpe* 
rior character of the spi}. 

Trade, — ^The. trade of Retford wajB formerly consi- 
derable in barley, for malting, but lately has suffered i| 
considerable dejclension, having been superseded by 
Worksop. In I788, a worsted mill wfts at^eiaptf^ 
here by the late Major Cartwright andotl^ers^but ihp 
plcui faile^^ and many indivj^dual^ were rujned in con-x 
sequence. A mill for the manufac,ture of c.andlew;^ 
was also established, hut ^^^^ the demise »f its re^r 
pected proprietor, (JVJr. Brumby,) it fell intp coipplete, 
decay. Here is at presenj; a pAper niill, apd & .9^^il-r 
cloth manufactory^ ^n^ the other trades are in hats 
and shoes. 

Climate, — The cljmate in the neighboufho^pd of Bet-r 
ford is considered to be ^ore eq^ual in temp^rat^re^ 
than any of .the surrounding counties ; and tl^e q^t^nr 
tity of rain i^rhich falls i^ son^ew^at below tbc piedjum. 
ef the kingdon). In 1825^ the aniuial ^verjig.e ampu^t- 
ed only ^o 28*31 incites, whilst at KenjaL iQ West-. 
moreland^ in the same period, it wai^ j$d*p73 iDche^. In 
€>rdcr Xo account for this defic^ienqy^ Mr? l^ove, con«- 
ceires, that although th^ greatest raina Cjom^ wit)i the^ 
easterly wiiwjs fr^i^ the Geri^f.n Q^f^n^ yet Jthq »uf». 



* 

charged clouds being powerfully attracted by the moun^ 
tains of Derbyshire, pass over this part too quickly to 
deposit much of their moisture ; whilst, on the other 
hand, the clouds from the WcTstern Ocean and Irish 
channel are attracted and broken by the Yorkshire 
and Disrbyshife mountains, before they arrive at tlus 
level district. 
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CHAP. II, 
Cjkonolositallj; arranjeXi* 



PREFATORY OBSERVATIONS. 

The name of Betford not occurring in any known 
document previous to Doomsday survey, we are left 
completely in the dark respecting its foundation ; and 
were an opinion to be hazarded upon the subject, it 
would be considered useless^and its uncertainty tend to 
divest it of all authority. The time when the Bomans 
reigned supreme in this country, notwithstanding the 
proximity of Betford to one of their public roads, as 
well as its comparatively short distance from Little* 
borough, one of their most favourite stations, (the 
undoubted *'Jgelocum** or "Segelocum" mentioned in 
the Itenerary of iVntoninus,*) Betford must have been 



* The age in whicb this celehrated topographist lived is nn<' 
known ; but his valuable work entitled ^< Itinerarium,^' will not 
fail to carry his name to the latest generation * During the last 
century. Burton published an excellent commentary on it as far 
pB relates to Britain, in folio. 
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of trifling importance^ otherwise, it is reasonable to pre- 
sume it would not have escaped the obserration of that 
brare and warlike ptK>ple. It is not, however, to these 
two circumstances alone that we would confine our 
attention, but, as will be shown in the historical ac- 
count of Grove, that place was once occupied by 
her armies, and probably, from the eligibility of its 
situation, it was one of their favourite encampments, 
and became the central point of their military stations 
in this part of the country. Assuming this hypothesis 
to be true, and of which there can be little doubt, can 
it for a moment be supposed that Retford would have 
escaped their notice, had it been worthy of it ? Rea- 
son .would at once negative the supposition ; — we may 
therefore conclude that its native insignificance, com- 
bined with its low and swampy situation, rendered it 
any thing but desirable. 

After the Romans had finally deserted the country, 
it was greatly annoyed by the internal divisions which 
sprung up between the Picts and Scots, till at length, 
after much bloodshed, it became a prey to the Saxons^ 
who continued to hold it until they were completely 
routed by King Arthur, in 521, after whose death, the 
Britons were unable to maintain the power which they 
had ^acquired, and the Saxons again became " masters 
of the soil.'* 

To this sera the historian is accustomed to look for 
those records which form the groundwork, as well as 
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gire the euvYittft evidenees^ of k>d!lfl hii^toiry. Ii^'eed, 
iiecotding to Thonxton, there is ^M the nuEme of Unf 
field, buni'let, village, or Hwn, trhi^h is tfot of'SsiioA 
«tyfiH»log^y ; yet etrange as it m^y SLffpehf, Mt a siiigl<^ 
Fay of doeUintBHtary light is on reebM res]^oting Ret^ 
ford, either to assist in piercing the gloom of thit p^ 
riod, or to chase a^^y the errors which stiperstitibi^ ot 
traditionary legends may, since that time, have a^sE^st^ 
ed in proraalgattng, - 

D09U90JikY boob!.* 

' In Dbonasday book, the name of Redfordts ttaA 
Redeford occtirs in several places, but I atn apprelien-^ 
M^ t&at this plaiee is only mentioned twice or thr^d 



* This monument, the most invaluable piece of antiquity pos- 
sessed by any nation, is still preserved in the chapter«hou8e at 
Westtaiinster ; 16 consists of two pondrons volumes, and ntay be 
cOniBOlted' Col* a (^ of 68, Sd. aild 4^. per line for transcriptB; if 
faC'SimUe of their contents was printed some years ag^^ by or- 
dier of Parliament ; but excellent translations have been made 
by BawdWiti, and others; It was undertaken and cbiiipleted by 
oftler of William* the Cohqiieror in six yeark, and cdnttdnn air 
exact survey of the lands, goods, ^c, of every penon living in 
^Ingland ; (with the exception of Northumberland, Cumberland, 
Ili^estnkDreland', the bishopric of DUrham, and part of Lanca* 
flhioe witU what he uied to-pay iii tlt» ttttases of tbeSi^xtftts ; aftd 
what stock each had, and ready money,~what lie owed, aBd 
what was owing to him \ and in some counties the unmber of 
t^ntiifts, cottagers, and slaves, of all' denominations, wlio lived 
iq^n tlie eMlite» alter «dnkietitkt«Nk- 



•^*v«^ 



J ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ I , 

times at thQ-fv^rtkest, the others evidently referring te^ 
iy«st Retford, Radioed near Worksop, orMadford neay 
fiotXinghai/i, Uirg^ ^iiantities of land being mention* 
ed which never existed here. In this 4)pinion Mr. Thp« 
roton appears to coincide. The entry is as under^ — 

fISi In Rmdforbe I. moh. ptin ad sadtone. 

* From which may be gathered, that in Retford there 
was one mill belonging to the fee of Sutton, the pro- 
perty of the Archbishop of York. Two other entries, 
supposed by Bawdwin^* to allade to this place^ are as 
follows,— 



i$ Iq Odissthorpfi & B^dforde* I boa tr». & 4ini ad 

— or 7 - — 

gld» TvaJlIL bou.. SeCA in Cinbre. Wasta. e. 

— • '777- 

S. In Odestbjarp/9 & Bedford^ dim boa %m Ad gld. 

or 7 _- 9 ~ ta 

Tfa IJII. boa IbL e ud uill & IIII. pars. I. melini* 
& Illf . ac pti. 

T1^U9^ — ^la Odissthprpe (now im)<;uown) and Bfitn 
fordy there was one bovat and three quarters of land 
to i)e~ taxed. The land four bovats. Soke in Clum- 
ber. The land was waste. 

Also, in Odes thorps and Retford, there was bal^M 
oj^fg^T^g..tx> MAd^%d>. jLa<id t&foar oxen. Tkerv is 



-?. ^.n^ ' iu 'y . * * 



* Bawdwin's Doomcday, p. 346—360, 
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one villain* there, and the fourth part of one mill, and 
<ibar acres of meadow. Thus briefly is Retford no- 
ticed, the foundation of its history consequently rests 
upon a very circumscribed basis. 



FUBUO AND PRIVATE GRANTS, ETC. 

1278. The Jury found that Walter Prat held a 
mansion here of John Prat his brother, in free bur- 
gage ; likewise of Thomas^ son of Ralph de Haytofi^ 
two acres and a half of meadow, and of divers small 
parcels in several places, and that Adam Prat, then 
seven years old, was his only son and heir. 

1357. John Atte Vykers recovered his seisin of one 
messuage and one toft in East Retford, and Walter, 
son of Adam Prat, and others, were amerced. 
. 1377. John Atte Vykers granted to the bailiffs, bur- 
gesses, and commonalty, towards the support of the 
chaplains of the Holy Trinity, and of the blessed Vir- 
gin Mary, in the church of St. Swithin, in East Ret- 
ford, and for the salvation of his soul,-^the souls of his 



* The villains were an order of tenantry somewhRt inperlor 
to the " common herd : '' notwithstanding they were bondmen, 
bom upon and transferable with the estates $ they were however 
allowed to hold land in their own right, and consequently thongfa 
in a servile condition, they enjoyed privileges of which the bar- 
dan, who were servants of the lowest degree, were entirely 
deprived. 



ancestors, and of all his benefactors for ever, ei^ht 
pieces of land in Ea8t«Betford, with the erections up* 
OB them ; together with a fourth part of his timber at 
Langwagh, and the whole of that which he had by 
purchase of Lord Walter Power, on condition that the 
said bailiffs, &c. should pay him the yearly rent of 
£10. for the term of his life. He also gave them one 
garden, with a croft adjoining, called Bolton Yherd, 
not included in the above agreement. 

ldS5. Richard d^ Baucliffe, parson of CIou9, Wil** 
liam de Burgh, parson of Babworth, and Peter le Cooke, 
chaplain, gave to the prior and convent of Worksop, 
five messuages, and the moiety of three messuages in 
East Betford, to find a chaplain to pray for the good 
estate of the said Bichard, William, and Peter, whilst 
they should live, and daily to celebrate mass for them 
all when they should be dead, in the church of the said 
priory. 

In the same year, the king, (Bichard II.) granted 
to John Lesta, parson of West Betford ; Thomas, vicar 
of Clarborough ; Thomas, vicar of East Betford; John 
de Tyreswell, chaplain ; Hugh de Tyln, of Betford ; 
William de 9urgh, parson of Babworth ; John Atta 
Yykers ; and Thomas de Besthoipe, that they should 
give to the bailiffs of East Betford, and their succes-> 
sors, nine messuages, five tofts, and &9. rent in East 
Betford, which they had held of the king in free bur^ 
gage by the service of Id, per annum, to find two 

D 
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chaplaius to officiate at the altars of St. Trinity and 
St. Mary, in the church of East Retford, according to 
the ordinance of the Archhishop of York. 

1388. This year the old to^ni-hall was erected. An 
agreement was entered into hetween the bailiffs and 
commonalty, and twenty burgesses, viz. Robert Usher; 
John de Kirton, Berker ; Rojfer de Hawardby ; Wil- 
liam de Balderton ; Thomas de Hnntersfield ; Thomas 
Waddester ; WilliamMayson ; Johnde Manton ; John 
Prentys, Berker ; Roger de Thurlhy ; John de Toller- 
ton ; John de Lound, draper ; William de Ilaynton ; 
John Amald ; John Lord ; John Smyth ; Roger Bar- 
ber; Thomas de Manton; John Barke Corvaser; and 
Robert Wright ; for the completion of the building. At 
the same time wa^ to be made " one stockhouse, for 
stocks to be set under the «teps of the hall aforesaid, 
which said hall, chamber, and siockkovse should be 
daily exercised for the use of the bailiffs for the time 
being, when need should require*' Whether this ex- 
ercise was ever pra<:tlsed, and how long it continued, I 
am unable to say ; latterly however the municipal au- 
thorities have dispensed with the recreation, 

1'302. This year, William de Burgh, parson of Bab- 
worth, and John de Tyreswell, chaplain of the blessed 
virgin Mary, of East Retford, granted a house situate 
in Kyrkgate, to Cecilia, relict of William Mayson, for 
the term of her life, and at her decease to become the 
property of the bailiffs^ &c. for ever. 



The Corporation are in possession of a document 
under the seal of the Archbishop of York, dated 13th 
August^ 1392, confirming the appointment of the two 
chaplains, appointed by the bailiffs. 

1 426. John Schether, and Jehn Milner of East Ret- 
ford, and John Taylour of Wellome Morgatte, gave 
one tenement lying in Bryggate, and abutting upon the 
Kynegesgate, to Robert Holme^ vicar of the parish, and 
to William Wright, chaplain. 

1474. This year, William Walker granted one tene- 
ment " abutting upon the market-stede, and the west 
head abutting upon the water of Idill," (formerly the 
property of "John Pye of Rodcrham,") to Ma^ Ro- 
bert Gyll, vicar, Richard Byrstow, and Bryan Clarke. 

1500. At the beginning of this century, and for 
some time subsequent, this town appears to have made 
considerable progress in the improvement and exten- 
sion of its buildings, so much so, as to place it more on 
a level with the rest of the kingdom. During the reign 
of Henry the seventh, the civil wars which had dis- 
tracted the country for a long time, were put an end 
to, and the prosperity of the co^intry soon began to de* 
velope itself. On the accession of Henry the eighth, 
the value of property became considerably augmented, 
— at least it rose from a value which in reality was 
but nominal before, to a certain rate bearing an equal- 
ity ta the increase in the value of the currency of the 
coimtry. In Retford and its vicinage^ many build- 
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ings were erected to accommodate the wants of an in- 
creasing population^ and the numerous transfers of pro- 
perty which were ejected, gives ample proof of the 
growing importance which this part of the country wad 
at that time acquiring. 

1518. This year, Thomas Guiithorpe, parson of 
Bahworth, " of his good, charitahle, and virtuous dis- 
position/' agreed with the bailififs, burgesses, and com- 
monalty, that they should at his own proper costs and 
ezpences, build, and set up in timber, workmanship, 
and all other things necessary to a school-house in 
East Betford, upon such a convenient ground in the 
same town as could be devised between the said par- 
ties. 

1521. William Underwoode, this year, granted two 
tofts, lying in Newgate street, to Richard Kytteson, 
and William Rossell, burgesses of East Retford. 

1537. By letters patent, dated October 6th, Henry 
the eighth, granted the manor and lordship of East 
Retford, to George,- Earl of Shrewsbury and Waterford. 
He also further granted to Sir John Markham, Kt. all 
the lands lying within this borough, which formerly 
belonged to the Abbey of RufTord, as well as the grange 
standing within the precincts of the town. 

1639. Henry the eighth, by letters patent, dated 
February ^6th/ granted. all the lands belonging to the 
Abbey of Welbeck, lying in East Retford, which were 
then rented at £2. 17*. 4rf. a year, to Richard Whal- 
ley and his heirs, for ever. 



1540. This year the priory, of Matter sea possessed 
lands here of the annual value of ISs. 4d,, whicK by 
letters patent, dated November 4th^ were granted to 
Anthony Nevile, Esq. 

1542. The priory of Radford, near Worksop, had 
rents of assize here, valued at 7^. 6(2., and lands valued 
at £3. 1 Is. which on the 22nd November, were grant- 
ed to Francis, the fifth Earl of Shrewsbary. 

Whatever the motives might be which induced Henry 
to suppress the various monastic institutions, does not 
furnish the subject of our present enquiry ; but the be-» 
neficial effects resulting from them will be felt and ac«> 
knowledged to the remotest generations. Puring the 
dark ages of superstition and bigotry, the demon of 
persecution and intolerance stalked through the land 
with impunity, — scattering the seeds of persecution 
and disloyalty, when, and wherever, she thought pro- 
per. Now, however, the dawn of reason, assisted by 
the light of divine truth, began to diverge its luminous 
rays in every direction ; the phantom of superstitien^ 
which had been nursed and reared in the various reiir 
gibus houses which every where abounded, finding 
" the schoolmaster was abroad *' in England^ took her 
hideous flight to the continent, where, in order to re- 
concile herself to the fate, to which she had in the first 
instance subjected herself, she has continued to wage 
war against the spread of that light which infringed 
upon her dominions, and assisted in chasing her away. 
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Nevertlieless, in spite of her utmost efforts, the Pro- 
testant religion has confirmed to spread far and wiclc^ 
— not only in this country, but has been carried by 
British sons, — and through their exertions been propa- 
gated, through almost every part of the civilized world. 

1548. Thomas Wright, freemason, and Vicps Wes- 
ton, both of East Retford, granted to John Hercy, Esq. 
of Grove, Nicholas Penman, Esq., Charles Penman, 
Gent, Humphrey Penney, Gent, Robert Golland, John 
Wadsone, Nicholas Wilson, and John Thackerow, vi- 
car, such property as. they were possessed of in East 
Retford. 

1551. The benefits resultiag from the suppression 
of the greater and lesser monasteries, soon made them- 
selves felt throughout the country, and learning began 
to be esteemed and much sought after. Accordingly 
after the death of Henry, his successorji (Edward VI.) 
on ascending the throne, seeing the bent of tlie people's 
disposition to be in favour of an extension in the means 
of acquiring knowledge, established schools iu different 
parts of the country, amongst which was the Free 
Grammar School at this place. The patent is dated 
December 9th, 1551. 

1554. On the 2nd October, Sir John Hercy of Grove, 
granted to the bailiffs and burgesses a quantity of land 
in the Hamlet of Grceuley, and also two tofts in Cha- 
pclgate. 

1600. From the records belonging to the Corpora- 
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tion, it appears during the latter part of the 16th cen- 
tury, that a very considerable increase had taken place 
in the population of the town, and persons of wealth 
and importance had taken up their residence therein ; 
but that in consequence of the antiquity of some of the 
charters under which the town was governed, (which 
were in a great measure obsolete,) it was thought ne- 
cessary to apply to government for such a charter as 
would effectually govern the town, and be more in uni- 
son witli the intellectual enlightenment of the age ; this 
was done, and a new charter obtained in 1607 ; which, 
as it is the only one under which the Corporation act^ 
the reader will find at length in a subsequent part of 
the work. 

1627. Since the time of obtaining the charter, the 
annual payment of £10. to the crown, (the fee farm of 
the town,) had been discontinued, as, from the tenor of 
the said charter it was considered to have been finally 
adjusted. On the 10th July, however, the bailiffs re- 
ceived notice to appear before his Majesty's receiver 
4>f tlie counties of Nottingham and Derby, to pay the 
said rental, and also the fee-farm of the mills of the 
town. 

1645. During the unfortunate dissentions which 
sprung up between Charles and the parliament, and the 
«till more unfortunate events which followed, this coun- 
ty appears to have been one of the chief places where 
the ill-fated monarch took up his quarters. I do not 
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fiov^ever find that this town was ever honoured with 
the presence of Royalty, except on the 20th of August 
in this year, when Charles passed through on his route 
from Doncaster to Newmarket, 

From this period little mention is made of Retford 
in any puhlic documents for several years ; nevertheless 
we may naturally conclude, that this town progres- 
sively improved in its internal appearances, and the 
inhabitants participated in those refinements, along 
with the rest of the kingdom during the subsequent 
reigns of the members of the illustrious house of Han- 
over, which have so far characterized this country above 
all others. 



CHAP. III. 

iflv^i titabXmmtnt ot CorpovsLtloni^ieitcsipltnf 
latfoti ot 9intitnt tffranti(, Cjbarters^, ^c«— 
Ciuvttv ot l&ins ^atnen^ tit Jtiti^t* 



VmST ESTABLKHMENT OF CORPORATIONS. 

At what period the first establishment of Commu- 
nities or Corporations took place^ seems involved in 
mystery, and several of our most celebrated hist onans 
are by no means agreed upon the sahject. Some are 
of opinion that incorporations did not take place, in 
thisr country, until after the Norman conquest ; amongst 
these may be reckoned Hume, Ilobertson, and others ; 
the latter of whom observes, that charters of Commu- 
nity wore first introduced into France and other coun- 
tries of Europe, about the years 1108 and 1137. Au- 
thorities like these, it must be acknowledged, are not 
easily overturned ; nevertheless. Lord Littleton, on the 
other hand remarks^ that *' It is not improbable that 
some towns in England were formed into Corporations 
under the Saxon kings, and that the charters granted 
by the kings of the Norman race^ were not charters of 
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cnfrancliisenieiit from a state of slavery, but tstnfirm- 
ations of privileges which they already enjoyed." 

Which of these opinions may be correct i« not 
for me to determine; no record of antiquity, 8af<^ 
ficient to solve the mystecyi having come under my 
observation during the research which I have made 
amongst the ancient documents pertaiaiiig to the Corr 
pbration of East Retford. 

East Retford isaBoronj^h by prescription)"^ aildis 
undoubtedly of very high antiquity; but whatever its 
Bge may be, it is to be feared the name of its original 
patron must, for ever. remain involved in obscurity. 

In making out a regular series of the various char* 
ters, &c. which have^ at different periods, been .given to 
this town, considerable difficulty bas arisen in couse* 
qnence of some being lost, others, from the length of 
time passisd away since they were granted, and from 
viELrious t>tfaer causes, have . become illegible, and th^ 
dates of the remainder being frequently at variance 
with each other. To one of the above causesi I am 
inclined to believe, maybe attributed the mi sfortuuQ 
to which allusion has previously been made. In prdery 
therefore, to isnpply this defect, conjecture must be 
liad resource to, which will, almost beyond .disputo^ 
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* By ^preserQktion slgftaiA^ that it is a Borough in virtue of 
UiMUfi aM^Hlls Uttd '^HvHieges, Midi bafe, YmmIi nkumemoriat 
ii«ag«» iiiitalliied the lii^v^e of law* 
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fixUnpoiLBidiftrdL'''oiinioioaly oftlled Coftiir #0 Liwh 
83 tlie ofiflnAl 1»oefoetor of tbe Borough* Vh^ cbur*: 
teir, however, ia Bot lit preeeat in exIsteiiQe, hot judgteg 
ftom the teaor of eertaun aiicieat doomeiite which I 
liBve peniaed, the incorporation nii3t heire taken pleura, 
hetweeni the yeajrs 1185 aad 1300, and dmu^ lihe iib* 
tefveaing peripd» the aaine of Richard L ie not mifr^ 
foeatl^* nealioned. 

RECAPrrVLATION OF ANCIENT QRANTS, &C 

III 1249» Henry the thirds for the bettering of tluef 
Soroagh« granted to. the burgesses, and their heirs,, one 
fair, annually, for eight days, viz. on the eve, the day,^ 
and the morrow of Holy Trinity, and five days follow- 
ing. He also granted them and their successors that 
whilst resident in the Borough, they should be acquit- 
ted of toll, pannage, and murage, throughout the whole 
kingdom. He likewise granted to them and their heirs,, 
in fee-farm for twenty marks of silver, yearly, the tolls 
of the bridge at Kelim, and all aloag to Dourbeck where 
it falls into the Trent, and of Epcrstoue, and the bridge- 
of M irald and of Retford, and of all other places where- 
the burgesses of the town of Nottingham wera wont 
to take toll. 



* It is rappoaed tiMi dorioy the fciga of this piiiioe, eoat a]> 
mbar was intradiiccd into this country, wb&cb,, as tlie £i€e q^ 
the warrior was concealed by tbe barred visor, was rendenMk 
necessary as a distinctive cognistanee wiiereby the mlgjit lie di(H 
ttnattished in the field of battle* 
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On the 27tb NoTember, 1279, Edward the first, 
granted the town in fee-farm to the burgesses, paying 
for the same £10. per annum ; he also granted that 
they should have a market on every Saturday, with 
stall, toUage, stalls, and other liberties and free cus- 
toms belonging to the same. He likewise gave them 
a court to plead the writ of a certain patent of the 
common law, and to have the amendment of the assise 
of bread and beer,* and the pillory and the ducking 
stooUt and wrecks % and waifes ; || and to have a 
bailiff of themselves, when to them should seem es^pe- 
dient to the keeping of the said town and its appur- 
tenances, 

^ _■ ■■■■ i« ■■_ ■ 1 ■ — r ■ ■ 1 -^ — 

* The power of settling the assize of bread and beer, was a 
privilege, commonly granted to corporate bodies, conformably 
with a statute uf Henry the second. 

' t The docking stool, or tumberei, ''was an engine of punish- 
ment, which used to be in every liberty, having view of frank- 
pledge, for the correction of scolds and other unquiet or dibor- 
derly women. This machine was in use in this country during 
Saxon times, and is mentioned In Doomsday-book, under the 
appellation of the cathedra stercorisy as the delinquents used 
to be placed in the chair, and ducked in stinking water." Hot- 
lantfa ffiat. WwhMp* 

X Wreck, by the ancic^nt common law, was where any ship 
was lost at sea, and the goods or cargo thrown upon land ; iu 
which case, the goods were adjudged to belong to the king. 

11 Walfii, ^hona waviakif were goods stolen, and waived or 
Ihirowii away by the thief In bis flight, for fear of being appre- 
liended. These were given to the king by tlie law, as a ponisho 
n ii i it upon the owner, for not himself pursuing the felon, and 
taking away his goods finom him. 
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In 1336, Edward the third"^ confirmed all the liber* 
ties which had previoasly been granted to the town, 
and farther granted that the inhabitants should not be 
put on Juries' at the assizes, or recognize any matters 
with foreigners on occasion of lands and tenements 
either without or within the said Borough ; lie also ex* 
empted them from all tolls and foreign services. 

It appears that the burgesses of Nbttingham were 
accustomed to take toil at several places in this neigh* 
boorhood, but that the burgesses of Retford put in 
their claim ; in consequence of which, an action was 
brought by the burgesses of that place, when on the 
trial it was alleged that Richard Lachebere, Jonathan 
Coolie, Thomas Hocklethorue, and Robert of Manton, 
whilst they were bailiffs, took toll without their bound* 
aries, viz. at Matterscy, of Robert le Caiterc for hor- 
ses and colts driving towards the fair of Stow, three 
shillings ; of John Toppynage for the same, three shil- 
lings ; and of Henry Warnford three shillings, as well 
as of divers other merchants then passing with mer* 
chandize. This the burgesses of Retford did not deny, 
but pleaded the liberties granted them hi a former 



* The earliest instance of quartering arras is said to be found 
in the shield of this kingf-, wbo emblazoned the symbols of France 
with thcfle of Enghmd ; and f'om this time, the scheme of quar- 
tering the shield by a cross, dividing it into four equal parts, 
became common,. and made way for tbat multitudinous diversi- 
ty of bearings, in many instances so puzzling to modem heralds 
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charter. In order therefore to set the queetion at 
Xf^t, aad to enable the hurgeescs to pay the £10^ at 
year fee^farm; and the twenty marke yearly to the> 
hurgesses of Nottingham, the king graated that they 
^MMild have the retnm of aM manner ef WTit8^pi«ceft€h, 
attachnfeents, bille, mandates^ &c. Also all maaaer 
of goods and chattels belonging lo lelons, fiigitiifee; 
oofidemnation of felons de 8e$ and goods and ebattels 
vaifed ; alee all manner of fines, raasonks, and araef««^ 
eJameuts whatsoever. He also granted them a fair in 
lieu of tike one granted by Henry the third, in 1946, 
to be held in the eve, on the day, and the morrow of Sti^ 
Gregory the bishop, aod for five days foUowiag, wittt 
all the liberties and free customs of the said fair* 
Another fair was also granted by the same king ia 
1373, to be held yearly, for four days, before, the least 
of St. Margaret, the day of the feast, and the day 
after. 

In 1424, King Hmiry the sixth confirmed most of 
the before mentioned grants, &c. and also of hie royal 
will and favour, further gave unto the bailiffs and hiir-r 
gesses a court of record for the relief of cpmplaints, 
and also of all manner of pleas of debt, acconnts, Co- 
venants, trespasses as well by force and arms as other- 
wise dene,, and other contracts, causes,, and ipatters 
whatsoever within the town aforesaid, to whatsoever 
sum the aforesaid debts, &c, may amount. He also 
granted them the . use of the office of cscheatov and 
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^loric 0i ihemufk^, and also 'tha derk of assay. And 
lastly granted to tbetii a fafr yearly, for four days, 
viz* on the eve, and the feast of St. Matthew the Apos- 
tle, laod foi^ tiro daya imtnediatoly following tlie same^ 
All of wMch ciharttifs,. grants, &c. were allowed by 
the several kings until the time of James the first, 
wfeo.BOt only confinned the same, bat also incorpora* 
ted the Bdrongh attew, in form and nsanner following. 

• ft 1 " . 

^ 1C BARTER OF JAMES I. 

JAMBii, b)" the Grace of G(m, of England, Scotland; 
Ffiatfce, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faiths 
aind so forth; To all to whotd these present Liet-* 
teifs shall cofne ^KEtrtmi. 

JSXSbtvtUii our town of East Retford in the county 
of Nottingham, is a town -very ancient and populous* 
And the bur^^esses of the said town, sometimes by the 
name of the bailiffs and burgesses of the town of East 
Retford, « in the county of Nottingham^ and some- 
times by the name of the burgesses of the town of 
East Retford, and sometimes ^by other names, divers 
liberties, . franchises, cu/stoms, privileges, and other 
hereditaments, had, used, and enjoyed, and they have, 
use, and enjoy/ as well by divers charters and letters 
"patent of divers of our forefathers and ancestors, late 
kinga and queens of England, as by reason of divers 
prescriptions and customs in the same town had and 
used. . 

Untf ixff^tvtsifi oia* beloved subjects, late bailiffs 
andiiurfeasea of the town aforesaid, have us humbly 
petitioned , as far aa we to.tbe same bailiffs and bur* 
tgesses of our town aforesaid, our royal grace and 
bounty in thia belialf will • shew or cxtcftd. ^ 
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9 ntl for that, we, for tluit betlec^governmeot, mle and 
improvement of tbe same town, the eaid bailiffs ajid 
burgesses of the town of East Retford aforesaid, in 
one body corporate and politic, by the nanie of the 
bailiffs and burgesses of the town of East Retford, ia 
the county of Nottingham^ by our letters patent, to 
make, restore, constitute, hut not to new create, we 
will dignify with augmentation , and addition of certain 
liberties, privileges, immunities, and franchises, as 
hy us better to be done and made shall be seen expe- 
dient. 

Wit are therefore willinjjf that amongst other things 
for ever continually fihall lie had one certain and un- 
doubted measure, in the same town, of, and for, the. 
keeping of. our peace, and rule, and government, of 
onr .people there fnhabiting, and of other things from 
thence resulting. And. ao as that town in ail future 
times for .everinay he, and remain, a town of peace and 
quietude, to the dread and terror of evil delinquents^ 
and reward of the good ; and also that our peace a« 
to other acts of justice and good goveniment there 
may be better kept; and also hoping that if the said 
t)ai]iffs and 'bnrgesses of the said town and their 
successors -shnll from our grant enjoy more extensive 
authorities, liberties, and privileges; then that for 
the services which we for ourselves, our heirs, and 
^successors, can «nuse to happen or be exhibited, thoy 
inny think themselves more particularly and strongly 
obliged of our special luvoiir, certain knowledge, and 
mere motion, we will ordain, constitute, declare, 
and grant, and by these presents, do for us, and our 
heirs, and successors, will order, constitute, declare 
and grant, that the said town of East Retford, in the 
county of Nottingham, may, and shall be, and remain, 
amongst other things for ever a free town of itself. 

^nll that the bailiffs and burgesses of the aforesaid 
town and their socccssors, amongst other matters, for 



ever may be, and shall be, by virtue of these presents, 
one body corporate and politic, in matter, deed, find 
name, by the name of the bailiffs and bur^cesses of the 
town of East Retford, in the county of Nottingham, 
and they by the name of the bailiffs and burgesses of 
the town of East Retford, in the county of Nottingham, 
one body corporate and politic, in matter, deed, and 
name, really and perfectly for us, our heirs, and suc- 
cessors, we do make, erect, ordain, constitute, ratify, 
confirm, and declare by these f^resent^, and that by 
the same name they may have perpetual succession. 
And that they by the name of the bailiffs and burges- 
ses, of the town of East Retford, in the county of 
Nottingham, may be and shall be at all times for ever, 
proper persons and capable in iaw, as a body corporatie 
and politic. And capable in law to have, demand, re- 
ceive, possess, enjoy, and keep the lands, tenements, 
liberties, privileges, jurisdictions, franchises, and here- 
ditaments whatsoever, and of whatsoever name, kind, 
nature, quality^ or shape, they may be to them and 
their successors in fee and for ever, or for term of life 
or lives, year or years, or otherwise, and in any other 
manner. And also the goods and chattels, and whatso- 
ever other things, of whatsoever kind, name, nature, 
quality^ or shape they may be. And also to give, 
grant, demise, alien, assign, and dispose of the lands, 
tenements, and hereditaments, and all and singular 
oth^r matters and things to do^ and execute, by the 
name aforesaid. And that by the same liame of the 
baililfe and burgesses of the town of East Retford, in 
the county of Nottingham, to plead and answer, to be 
impleaded and answered, defend and be defended, they 
oaght, and may be able, in whatsoever courts and pla- 
ces, and before whatsoever judge and justices, and 
other persons and officers of us, and our heirs and suc- 
cessors, in all and singular, actions, pleas, suits, com- 
plaints, causes^ matters, and demands whatsoever^ and 
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.of whatsoever kind^ nature, qnalky, or shape they may 
or shall be, in the same manner and form as any other 
of our loyal subjects within our kincdom of England, 
or any other body corporate and pontic of this king, 
dom of England, as proper persons, and capable in law 
to have, perceive, receive, possess, enjoy, retain, and 
givCj grant, demise, alien, assign, and dispose, plead, 
and answer to be impleaded^ and to be answered, de- 
fend and make defence, permit or be able to execute. 

Sntr that the bailiffs and burgesses of the town afore- 
saidy and their successors, amongst other ^things shall 
for ever have a common seaJ, for whatsoever causes 
and businesses of them and their successors may re- 
quire to be transacted. And that it may be and shall 
be lawful to the said bailiffs and burgesses of the said 
• town, and their successors, that seal at their pleasure 
from time to time to destroy, change, and make new^ 
as to them shall appear better to be made and done. 

9ntf further, we will and by these presents, for onr 
heirs and successors, we grant that amongst other 
' things for ever, may and shall he within the aforesaid 
town, chief magistrates of the burgesses of the town 
aforesaid, to be chosen in the noannerin these presents 
undermentioned, of whom one shall be, and be called 
senior bailiff of the aforesaid town, and the other tfhall 
be, and be called junior bailiff of the same town. And 
that there may be and shall he within the aforesaid 
town, twelve of the burgesses of the aforesaid town, to 
be chosen in the manner in these presents undermen- 
tioned, who shall be, and shall be called aldermen of 
the aforesaid town. 

Snlr we wiU and by these presents for ns, our heirs, 
and successors, we do grant that the aforesaid bailifiiB, 
and twelve aldermen of the town aforesaid, for the time 
being, shall be from time to time of common council of 
the town aforesaid. 

flsll that the aldetmea of the afsresaid tawa, shall 



be from time to time aiding and assisting to the bai- 
liffs of the said town, for the time being, in all caase^, 
matters, Jind things touching or concerning the said 
town. 

9ntl farther, we will and by these presents, for ns 
enr heirs, and suceessors, do grant to the said bailiffs 
and burgesses of the aforesaid town, and their sncces- 
Bors, that the bailiffs and aldermen of the aforesaid 
town, or tlwB major part of th^, of whom we will that 
there be two bailiffs of the aforesaid town, for the time 
being, on pnblic notice thereof to be given td this so- 
ciety, may have, and shall have, full power and authority 
of instituting, constituting, ordaining, and making from 
time to time laws, statutes, constitutions, decrees, and 
reasonable ordinances in writing, which to them or the 
major part of them. Of whom we wilt that there be 
two bailiffs of the aforesaid town for the time being, 
may according to their sound directions appear to be 
good, wbolesonoe, useful, honest, and necessary, for the 
good rule and government of the aforesaid town. And 
of all and singular the officers, ministers, artificers, in- 
habitants, and residents whomsoever, of the said town, 
for the time being, and for a declaration in what 
luaniier and order the same bailiffs and aldermen, and 
all and sinffular, officers and ministers, burgesses, arti- 
ficers, inhabitants, and residents, of the aforesaid town, 
ID their offices, f mictions, services, trades, and busi- 
nesses, within the aforesaid town and liberty, and the 
pi'ecinct thereof, for the time being, themselves de- 
mean, behave, and be a sed, for the further good, pub- 
lic, common, nliiity, and good government of the afore- 
said town, ami the victualling thereof,* and all other 
matters and things touching, or in anywise conceraiag, 
the aforesaid town. 

SttH that they the bailiffs and aldermen of the sane 
town, for the time being, or the major part of them, of 
whom we wlU that there be- two bailiffs of the afore- 
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said town, for the time beings as often as the laws^ 
statutes^ acts, ordinances, and constUntions of this 
sort, they shall institate^ make, ordftia, or establish^ 
in manner aforesaid, and such pains, punishments, and 
penalties, by imprisonment of the body, or by fines, 
amerciaments, or either of them, towards and upon aU 
delinquents, against the laws, acts, ordinances, and 
constitutions of this kind, or any of them, or any other 
laws, ordinances, and coifstitutions, which shall appear 
to be better, to make, ordain, limit, and provide. And 
the sam6 fines and amerciaments they may be able to 
levy and have, to the use of the aforesaid bailifi's and 
burgesses of the aforesaid town, and their successors, 
without any hindrance of us, our heirs, and successors, 
or of any officers or ministers of us, our heirs, and suc- 
cessors, and without any account to us, our heirs, and 
successors, to be therefore given. All which laws, ordi- 
nances, and constitutions so as aforesaid, we will to be 
fulfilled aiid observed under the penalties therein con- 
tained, so as the laws, ordinations, institutions, consti- 
tutions. Imprisonments, fines, and amerciaments of tMs 
kind shall be reasonable, and that they be net repug- 
nant or contrary to the laws, statutes, customs^ or acts 
of our kingdom of England. 

9intf for the better execution of our will and grant 
in this behalf, we assign, nominate, create, appoint, 
and make, and by these presents for us, our heirs, and 
successors, do assign, nomiitate, create, appoint, 
and make our well beloved William Thornton, to be 
our present senior bailiff of the town aforesaid, and 
Nicholas Watson to be our present junior bailiff of 
the aforesaid town, willing that the same William and 
Nicholas shall continue in the office aforesaid, from 
the date of these presents until the feast of Saint 
Michael the archangel next ensuing, and until other 
chief magistrates of the burgesses of tlie aforesaid 
town, to those offices shall in due manner be elected. 



perfected, and sworn, according to the ordinations and 
provisions in these presents under, expressed and de- 
clared, if the same William Thornton and Nicholas 
Watson shall so long live. 

Snlr we further will, and by these presents^ for as, 
and oar heirs, and successors, do grant to the said 
bailiffs and burgesses of the town aforesaid, and their 
successors, that the bailiffs and burgesses of the same 
town for the time being, when to them, or the major 
part of them, shall seejn expedient, upon public notice 
thereof to be given, they may be able to convoke and 
assemble themselves in some convenient place within 
the same town, and that the said bailiffs and burges- 
ses so assembled and convoked, or the major part of 
them may ehuse, nominate, and constitute, twelve of 
the honest burgesses of the aforesaid town, to be and 
be made aldermen of the same town, which said 
twelve aldermen so as aforesaid, to be elected, nomi- 
nated, and constituted, as aldermen of the same town, 
upon their corporal oath on the holy evangelist of 
God, before the bailiffs of the same town, for the 
time being, to the office of aldermen of the aforesaid 
town, well and faithfully shall execute and perform, 
and every of them will perform. And after oath 
so made, the office of aldermen of the aforesaid 
town shall manage and execute during their natural 
lives, and during the natural life of every of them, 
unless in the mean time for any reasonable cause 
from that office of aldermen of the same town, they, 
or any of them, aldermen of the same town, they or 
any of them shall be amoved. And that the said 
aldermen so as aforesaid elected, nominated, consti- 
tuted, and sworn, so long as in the office of aldermen 
they shall happen, to be shall be of common council of 
the same town, and shall be from time to time assist- 
ing, and aiding to, the bailiffs of the same town, for 
the time being, in all things, causes, and matters 
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wbatso«j7er, in any manftei' touehin^ or concerBing the 
said town. 

Sntf further, we will and by these presents, for iis, 
our heirs, and successors, do f^rant to the said bailiifs 
and bure^essea of the town aforesaid, and their suc- 
cessors, that the bailiffs and aldermen of the aforesaid 
town, for the time being, or the major part of them^ 
for all future times for ever, may have, and shall have 
power and authority of chasing and nominating, 
and that they may be able to chuse and nominate 
yearly and every year for ever, on the first Monday 
which shall first fall out, or happen in the month of 
August, one of the aldermen of the town aforesaid 
for the time being, who shall be senior bailiff of the 
aforesaid town. And that he, after he shall have 
been so as aforesaid elected and nominated as senior 
bailiff of the aforesaid ancient town, shall be admitted 
to execute that office on his corporal oath, on the feast 
of St. Michael the archangel, then next following the 
election and nomination aforesaid, beilbre their last 
predecessors, bailiffs of the town aforesaid, to that 
o&ce rightly, well, and faithfully, in all things tonebiag 
the execution of that office, shall perform. And that 
after this kind of oath so to be made the office of se- 
nior bailiff of the aforesaid town, for one whole year, 
then next following, he shall be able to execute* And 
from thence mitil one other the aldermen of the afore- 
said town, to that office in due manner shall have been 
elected, perfected, and sworn, according to the ordina- 
tions and provisions in these presents expressed and 
declared. 

SkIit we farther will, and by these presents^ for Us, 
our heirs, and successors^ do grant the aforesaid bai- 
liffs and burgesses oi the aforesaid town, and tlt^tr 
saeeesaors, that the bailiffs and aldermen of the afare- 
said town, for the time being, and their successors, or 
tlie miajor part of tliein, jeaiiy and every year, for 
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ever, on the first Monday which shall firat fall mit, or 
happen in the month of August, may nominate two of 
the burgesses of the same town, to the end that the 
bailiffs, aldermen, and burgesses of the aforesaid town, 
for the time being, or the major part of them, one of 
the same two burgesses of the aforesaid town, so na« 
med as junior bailiff of the aforesaid town, they shall 
be able to chuse and perfect, and after this kind of 
nomination by the aforesaid bailiffs and aldermen, or 
the major part of them, so as aforesaid made, it is and 
shall be lawful for the aforesaid bailiffs, aldermen, and 
burgesses of the aforesaid town, or the major part of 
them, one of the same two burgesses so as aforesaid 
named as junior bailiff, and for junior bailiff of the 
fi^ame town, to name, chuse, and appoint. And that he 
who as junior baiM of tlie aforesaid town, s^all be as 
aforesaid, named and elected on his corporal oath, on 
the feast of St. Michael the arctiangel, tlien next fol- 
lowing, the eleotion and nomination aforesaid, before 
the last bailiffs of the aforesaid town, their predeces- 
sors, to that office of junior bailiff of the aforesaid, 
town, rightly, well, and faithfully, in all things touch- 
ing the execution of that office, shall perform ; and that 
after this kind* of oath so made, the office of junior 
bailiff of that town, for one whole year from thence 
next following, shall be able to execute, i^id from 
thence until one other iMirgess of the town- aforesaid, 
to that office of junior bailiff o£ the town aforesaid, 
shall in due manner be elected, appointed, and sworn, 
according to the ordinations and provisions in these 
presents expressed and declared. 

2[nlf furthermore we will and by these presents for 
us, our heirs, and successors, do grant to the said bai- 
liffs and burgesses of the town aforesaid, and their 
suceesaors^ that if it shall happen the senior bailiff and 
junior bailiff of the aforesaid town, or either of them, 
any time within one year after that to the office of se- 
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nior haiMS or junior bailiff of the afoi^said tows, 8o as 
aforesaid, shall Imve been appointed and sworn, to die, 
or be arooved from that office, that then, and as often 
election shall be made of another person or other per- 
sons, to supply the aforesaid office or place of senior 
bailiff and junior bailiff of the town aforesaid, or either 
of them so being dead or amoved according to the or- 
dinations and provisions in these presents above de- 
clared, and that he or they so as aforesaid elected and 
appointed into the office or offices of senior bailiff and 
junior bailiff of the town aforesaid, that office he or 
they shall have and exercise during the residue of the 
aame year, the corporal oath in form aforesaid, first 
made before one other surviving bailiff of the aforesaid 
town, and three or more aldermen of the same town, 
•or if both the bailiffs shall be dead, then before three 
or more aldermen of the same town for the time being, 
•and so as often as such cases shall so happen. 

9ntf further we will, that whenever it shall happen 
any one of the aforesaid aldermen of the common 
council, of tlra town aforesaid, for the time being, to 
die or be amoved from his office, that then and as 
often the bailiffs and residue of the aldermen of com- 
mon council, of the town aforesaid, then remaining or 
surviving, or the major part of them, two of the bur- 
gesses of the town aforesaid, may nominate to the end, 
that the bailiffs, aldenaen, and burgesses of the town 
aforesaid, for the time being, or the major part 'of 
tliero, one of the same two burgesses of the town afore* 
said, so named, they may be able to ehuse and appoint 
as an alderman of the same town, and that after vatii 
manner of appointment by the said bailiffs and alder- 
men, or the major part of them, so as aforesaid made, 
it shall and may be lawful to the aforesaid bailiffs, 
aldermen, and burgesses of the town aforesaid^ or the 
major part of them, one of the same two burgesses so 
as aforesaid, named as aldermen and forjtldemieaof 
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the same town, in the place of soeh aMertnen as'mfty 
happen to die or be amoved, to chose, name, and ap^ 
point, to soppiy the aforesaid- number of twelve aiders 
men of common council, of the totm aforesaid; and 
that he, so as aforesaid, to the office <»/ nMeimen of 
the town aforesaid, to be elected, appointed, and made, 
heffiTO the bailiffs of the town afVircsaid, for the time 
being, on his corporal oatb, the office of aldermen of 
Gomniott council of tho town aforesaid, well and faitlw 
fiiUy to execute, shall be of the number afotesaid, of 
twelve aldermen of common council of the town afore<- 
said, and this from time to time, as often as such cases 
may happen. ■ . > 

• 9ii)l further we will and by these presents, for iis, 
our heirs, and saccessors, do grant to the said bailift's 
and burgesses of the town* aforesaid, and their gucct^s^ 
sors, that the bailiffs of the town aforesaid, for the 
tioie being, and steward of the court of the town aforc^ 
said, for the time being, from time< to time, for ever, 
may be and shall be our justices, and each of them may 
be and shall be a justice of us, our heirs, and succes- 
sors, to preserve the peace of us, our heirs, and suc^ 
cessors, within the same- town, liberty, and precinct 
thereof. And also the ordinances concerning artificei^s 
and labourers,, weights and measures, within the town 
aforesaid and liberties, and pnecincts of the same, to 
preserve, coi^rect, or. cause to be kept and corrected. 
And tha,t the said bailiffs and steward of the court of 
the town aforesaid, for the time being, or any two of 
them, from time to time for ever,* shall have full pow- 
er and authority to enquire concerning all trespasses, 
misprisons, and other inferior misdeeds and articlos 
within the town aforesaid, and liberty and preciinct of 
the same, done, moved, or perpetrated, which before 
thekeepirs and.jusUces of the peace, in any other 
cottoty of our kingdom of England, by the laws and 
slutvte^ of the same kingdom, as justices of the peace, 
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^nn Qir ought to l)e eaqidired ilito. And that no justice 
£tf pieii^ of us, our heirs, and successors, of the said 
i;pmity of Nottiughaai^ tbe towa of East. Retford, li- 
berties, and precinets 0f the same, shall in any manner 
ent^r u^a todo^any thing there which the -said ja6ti- 
€08 pf peace of our town aforesaid, hy virtue of these 
our letters patents, can or ought to do, yet so as that 
to the determination of any sentence of murder 0r 
felony, or any other matter touching loss of life or 
member within the town aforesaidf or liberty > or pxer 
jcinct of the 9ame« without apedal command of us> our 
jieirsi or successors in any manner hereafter do.ipiror 
ceed. 

'9nly farther we ?rill and hy these presents, fpr us, 

out heirs, and saocessors, do grant to the ^c^id bailiffs 

and burgesaeti of the town aforesaid, and their eiicipes- 

«0rs> that the bailiffs and steward of the caurt of. the 

4own aforesaid, ior the titna being so a$ aforeas^lytaAd 

hetog in the office of justice of poiioe, or any two of 

them, by their warrant in writing, subscjifibed and ^eal^ 

■^d, and signed with their own proper handa, siay he 

«bje to send all such persons who hereafter shall he 

tabea^ am»ted, attached, or found in the, afoseaaid 

town of E^t Retford, or liberty, dr precinct^o^ the 

same, for promotion of murder, felony, manslaughter, 

made, or to he made, or for suspicion of felojay, to. the 

^common gdal of our county of Nottiagbaoij^ there ^o 

stay io be tried and answer for their delinq^hts^.be- 

\fi)re. 1^ judges, of i^> oiir heirs, and suoceBsoKs, to hear 

asd determine, or our justices to. deliver aun goal iu 

. the said county of Nottinghiim> assigned or 16. lie as- 

eigtiei. ■ ' 

> SHe. willing, i^nd hy Uieae presents/ lor na,.ottf heirs, 

and'luccessors, commanding as* weU tha* sheriff of the 

comity of Kottingham: aforesaid, as Iha kf^por of tbe 

eomnoi^gfllal of the 9aiheeoniil:y of'NoMinghfunri'or 

ttetiiae heiogi that tbQy>au4 eaohof thcmuppa aauh 
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ki&d ofifarnnit by the a&resaidjnstieerof thepi^ace/ 
M'libin the-ioini of£ast Retford aforesaid, for the time 
bciiig, or any two of tlietn, io be made, and to ithom, or 
either of theih t« be directed, all such per«otrs so by 
the-ftald ju8tice»of the peace, witiiin the town afore-' 
said, hereafter to be takeh,arrei%ted;attached,or found 
in the afbVesaid towu of East Retford » Ifbertiei, and 
pfe^ibcte thereof, for promotion of murder, manslaugh^ 
ter,. robbery, or other feldny, made or to be made, foi' 
onr^fittspicion of felony, aiid to the common goal of the 
afoTOsaid coanty of N4>ttinglmm, so as aforesaldy shall 
ficlnd, receSve, and safe keep there, to ftay, to be tiitd; 
and answer before the jadges of us, our heh's, and suc- 
cessors, to hear and determine, or justices to de^iv^^ 
ohr goal of the county aforesaid, for the time beitig^) 
assigned or to be assigned. And these our letters' fH^ 
tents on the inrollmcnt thereof, shall be to the &faM 
sheriff and keeper of the common goal of the county 
of Nottingham aforesaid, for the time beiag, therefore 
a siiflkiient warrant and discharge of this behalf. 

flnlf farther we will and by these presents, for us; 
our hclrsyand successots, we do grant to the said bafi- 
ItM and burgespes of the. town aforesaid, and theit 
successors, that the bailifEisi anfd aldermen of tlio satn^ 
town, for the time being, or the major part of theist,. 
from tln&e to iime for ev^r.' ma^ be' able to- chuse,- n6-< 
itHhAte,; const itute one honest man' to be-instru^^ili 
the law of England and to be steward dftfa^ court i(^ 
the same town, to make and execute' alPthiiifs; which 
'to tlie office of steward of the court of the tbwn^afoi^ 
•said, do belong to be made; wYicb ^atd steward' sd aib 
aforesaid, to be elected, named, and constittitedVb^ftyre 
whdtato his c^lce of «stewa)-d.df ihe etort of 'the tdwti 
aforosald, ihi^i be akimtttediteesecute od his botporal 
oath, before the: baiiiif& 6f the townafoi^ei^idv ^i" the 
time being, to.tha& officb^o£ slew^ri of the' ^^D^urt 6£ 
ahetbwv afor^iBcdd^ in itii thiiif iS tduchingthn^ office^ 
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be shall well and foithfally perform and execute. And 
that after the oath aforesaid, so made, the office of 
steward in the conrt of the town aforesaid, lie shall be 
able to ezACute and exercise daring the pleasure of the 
bailiffs and aldennen of the same town, for the time 
being, or the major part of them.. 

'SLntt further we will aad by these presents, for 8«/ 
our heirs, and successors, we do grant to the said hm^ 
lilTs.and .burgesses of the town aforesaid, «nd thew 
ftuccesaors» that the stewaM of the court of the town 
^foresaid, for the time being, from time to time- for 
pver, as often as he shall see expedient, and with the 
assent and consent of the bailiffs and alde^rmen of the 
town aforesaid, for the time being, or the major part 
of them, shall be able to make his sufficient deputy, to 
make, and execute, all and singular, those-thiDgs which 
tl,ie steward of the court of the town aforesaid, can 
iituke or execute in the court aforesaid ; his corporal 
oath being first made before the bailiffs of the town 
aforesaid, for the time being, for the due execution of 
that office. And that after the oath aforesaid so made, 
the office aforesaid he shall be able to execute and 
^'xercise during the pleasure* of the bailiffs and aiders 
^nen of the same town, for the time being, or the major 
.part of them. 

'3m'U li^ereas^y the Lord Henry the sixth, uite king 
.of £ngland, by certain letters patents, sealed with the 
great seal of England, bearing date, Westminster, the 
;twenty--seTeoth day of May, in the twenty-seventh year 
of his reign, granted to the bailiffs and burgesses of 
.the .said town of East Retford, their heirs and succes- 
sors, that they should have power to hear and deter- 
lain/e in the court of the town aforesaid, be^re their 
steward of. the same court, for tlie time beings as for 
complaints in the same court in any manaer to be re- 
lieved* plftas of debt, account, Isovenant^ trespasses, as 
well by fprpe and arms as otherwise/ to be mode and 



other contracts, eanses, and reatters, whatsaerer with- 
in the towt> aforesaid ; is.suin^ to whatsoever sum the 
aforesaid debt, account, or dama^, or trespass, what-^ 
soever may ho or concern. And^that they shaU have' 
power aHpersoBSwhomsoevcr a$n^inst whom complaints 
of this kind to* be relieved shaH happf>n, or be inhabit 
tants within the same town ot East Retford, or not by 
pretence of complaints aforesaid, in th&said conrt to 
he relieved, or within the same town, shall happen to 
be found by their bodies to attach; and them in ther 
satne conrt in pleading to bring the parties against^ 
tlM^se CfHnplisiining to answer, concerning all those 
things which upon complaint of this kind, to him iu 
(his behalf, shall happen to be adjudged, as by the^ 
same letters patents aMiongst other things may moie 
fully apyipar. 

4[nlr buitrtui^ the said court aftei-wards, sometimes 
helbre the bailiffs, and sometimes before the steward 
»f the town aforesaid, and sometimes before others, 
bath been accustomed to be held and kept, by reason 
wbereof, great contentions and discords arose within 
the said town, before whom that conrt might or ought 
to be held. We therefore willing, amongst other 
things, for ever, that all contentions, di£Ferences, and 
discords, for and concerning keeping the court afore- 
said, may be thoroughly abolished, and that one cer- 
tain and undoubted method in the same town may be 
for ever had, of any for keeping the court aforesaid, 
and before whom the said court shall hereafter b^ 
held, of our special grace, and of our certain knowledge 
and mere motion, 

WSLt will aiid by thes& presents, for ns, our heirs> and 
miccessors, wc do grant to the said bailiffs and bur- 
gesses, of the town of East Retford aforesaid, and their 
successors, that they and their successors,- amongst 
other things, for ever, shall have and keep, and - shall 
he able to have and keep, within the town, aforesaid. 
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oiie court of reisord, on erery roonday, in CTfery thifd 
week, in every year, for ever, or oftener if they will, be- 
fore the baiHifa of the same tovrn^ with the assistance 
of the steward of the court. of the town- aforesaid, or 
his deputy steward, for the time beln^if,' or before either, 
of the balliffp, with the assistance of. the steil'ard df« 
the court of the same town, or his depaty steward, for 
the time being; to be held. And vthat they may boId\ 
in that court before the bailiffs, with the assistanee of 
the steward of the court of the saiiie town; or his de* : 
paty steward, for the time bcins;, or before either of 
the bailiffs, with the assistance of the steward of the 
eOuFt of the same town, or his deputy steward, for the. 
time being, for complaints in' the said court to he reo 
lieved, and for all, and all majiner of pleas of debt^ 
account, covenant, trespass, as well by force or arms 
as otherwise made, and other eontrncts, causes, and 
matters whatsoever/within the tt»wn aforesaid, issuing^ 
to whatsoever sum the aforesaid debt, acoonnt, tres-* 
pass, or damage shall be^ or coneeni. And that t^e^ 
shall have power, all persons wfaatsoevtr, against whom 
complaints of this kind to be relieved, shall happeit, 
if tbey shall be inhabitants within the same towi) of 
East Retford,, (or not by pretence the com plaints 
aforesaid, against those persons in the said court to be 
relieved,) by. their. bodies to arrest, aiid them io the 
same court in pleading, to bring the* parties against 
those complaining, to answer concerning all that which 
ixpcfik this kind oi complaint against them* iit this be^ 
half ahall happen], to be adjudged in as ample mahhet 
and form, as in the said town hatU bei«tefore been 
ttsedr by the aforeisaid letters patents,, or any <ftlier 
thing, cause, custom, or matter whatsoever,. Iwvotolvre 
had, ttade, granted, in anywise natwitlutai^iog.' 

SniT' ittrljber of our special grace, fcectnin know- 
ledge,! and neire motton; We graatand .eon&tm te the 
$aid baiitffiB and burgesses of the. town afe^etfaid; and 
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their saecessprs, nM, and all maimer of franclildes, 
lib^rtic9> :asd authorities, exemptions, diffcliarges, 
jurisdiction?, lands, tenemotiis, and bored itaments, 
-which the bailiffs and bnrgesses of the town aforesaid 
,II9W have, hold, use, and enjoy, or which any of them, 
QT their predqcessors, by whatsoever name or names 
.incorporated, or by. whatsoever incorporation they 
.hd.ye heretofore bad, used, nr enjoyed, or on|;ht to 
•liavc, use^ or enjoy, to themselves and their successors, 
of estates of inheritance, by reason or pretence of any 
idnarter, or letters patent, by any of our forefathers, 
•or ancestors, late kings or queens of England, in any 
, manner heretofore made, confirmed, or )^anted> or by 
any .other lawful means, right, title, custom, use, or 
'.prosoription, heretofore lawfully used, had, oraccus- 
.tomed; although they have not been heretofore by 
tbem, or any of tbeni, used, or have been abused, or 
lU used, or discontinued; and are, or shall have been, 
by them, or any of tliem, or any other forfeited or 
destroyed* to have, bold,* and enjoy, to the said 
.bailiffa and htirgessos of the town afoitssaid, and their 
' successors, fcur ever, and yielding and paying there- 
. fore to our heirs and successors, yearly, adl sueh rents, 
BCrviceft^ sums of money, and demands, whatsoever, 
K& hereto foce, for the same have been accustomed to 
be rendered^ oc paid, or they ought to render, or pay. 
Wherefore we will, and do firmly command, enjoin, for 
,v», our beirsy and successors, that tlie aforesaid bai- 
Ms and bargeases of the town aforesaid, and their 
successors^ sliall'have« hold, hsc, and enjoy, and may 
be able to bapc, lioUl,' use, and enjoy fcur ever, all 
lib^ti^s, autjbodrities, jurisdictions, franchises, exemp- 
tiaps^ and discharges aforesaid, accordang to the tenor 
Aud effect o( these: our letters patents, without let or 
. Miadrancc^ of ua>.our heirs, and successors, jadges, 
sJieri^, or other bailitf^, and mitiistcrs of us, onr 
linlim^ and sufici^ssors* \Khouisocver. We unwilling. 
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vtbat the same baiUfFs, and alderman, and men of 
the town aforesaid, or any of theiPj or any other, 
nor any bnrgcss of the town aforesaid, by reason 
of the premises, or any of tliera, by ws, or by our 
heirs, judges, sherifFis, escheators, clerks of market, 
•or other bailififs, or ministers, of us, our heirs, or 
successors, whomsoever, shall be therefore hindred, 
moleated, vexed, or burtlieiied, or in any manner diB- 
turbcd. We willing, and by these presents, command- 
ing and charging, as well our treasurer, chancellor, 
And barons, of our exchequer at Westminster, and 
other judges, of us, our heirs, and successors, as 
our attorney and solicitor general for the time being, 
And each of them, and all other, our officers, aitd 
ministers, whomsoever, that neither they, or any of 
them, or any other writ or summotis of quo warrant&, 
or any other, our writ, or writs, or process whatsoever, 
against tiie said bailifTs and burgesses of tho town 
aforesaid, or any of them, or any other, for any 
causes, things, matters, offences, claimed, or usurped, 
or any of them, for themselves, or any of them, due, 
claimed, used, attempted, had, or usurped, before 
the day of making, of these presents, he prosecuted, 
or continued, or shall make, or cause to be prosecuted, 
or continued. We being also willing, that the bailiffs 
and burgesses of the town aforesaid, or any of them, 
by any other, or any other judge, officer, or minister 
aforesaid, in, or for, debt, evil use, or abuse of any other 
liberties, franchises, or jurisdictions, within the town 
aforesaid, limits, or precincts of the same, before the 
day of making of these our letters patents, shall not 
be in anywise molested or hindered, or to these, or any 
of them shall be compelled to answer. We will also, 
and by these presents,'do grant to the said bailiffs aod 
burgesses of the town aforesaid, that they may have, 
and shall have these our letters patents, under our 
great seal of England, in due manner made and sealed, 



without fine or fee, great or little, to us in our Hana- 
per, or elsewhere^ to our use for the same, in any man- 
ner to be rendered, paid, or made, to the end that ex- 
press mention concerning the true yearly value, or 
concerning the certainty of the premises, or either of 
them, or concerning other gifts, or grants by us, or by 
of any our forefathers and predecessors, to the said bai- 
liffs and burgesses before their times made in these pre- 
^MBt$« doth in no wise appear to be made, ot for sfcny 
stalute, act, ordiuation, provision, proclamation, or 
Testriciion, to the (Contrary thereof, heretofore had, 
made, published, ordained, or provided, or any other 
thing, cause, or matter whatsoever, in anywise not- 
vithstanding. 

in WiitniiUt whereof, these our letters we cause to 
be made patents. Witness myself, at Westminster, the 
twenty-fifth day of November, in the fifth year of our 
velga over England, France, and Ireland, and of Scot^ 
laiid the forty-first. 

By writ of Privy Seal, kc* 

LUKYN. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Jttate ot tilt iffitfvtiitnitiiion — tf onten^letr iSltttUM 
— tflertfon ^f 1826— S.fKt df Slrprei^rntatfbf^ , 



STATS dp THE REFRESENTATiON* 

The British Parliament is generally supposed to 
.date its origin from the year 11 16, hut at that time it 
consisted only of the ancient harons^ who appeared at 
Westminter clad in armonr, with swords hy their sides. 
In 1265 however, a parliament assemhled on the 20th 
of January, the memhers of which consisted of two 
knights from each shire, and of deputies from the 
larger order of Boroughs. 

In process of time, from various causes, those of .the 
inferior Boroughs hecame privileged like the larger 
ones ; and othertowns, from interest, and an increase 
in population, rank, wealth, &c. were incorporated and 
eldued with power to return persons of talent and in- 
formation, to point out the wants, and seek the redress 
of those grievances under which their constitntents la- 
boured, as well as to assist in legislating for the nation 
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at large ; thus the Honse of Cominons became the 
eonnecttng link in the chain which unites the com«- 
monalty with the nobles of the land, by defending 
the rights and privileges of all classes of his majesty's 
subjects, and adding strength and security to the throne, 
by its counsel, and munificent votes of supply. 

From the most authentic documents, it appears that 
Retford first sent representatives to the National Se- 
nate, in the yogr 1315, being the ninth of Edward the 
second, but in the year 1330, they petitioned parlia- 
ment at Westminster, after the feast of St. Katharine, 
concerning pardon of their burgesses there, by reason 
of their poverty,* which was granted, and its right lay 
dormant until 1571, (the thirteenth of Queen Eliza- 
beth,) when it again execcised its privilege, although 
on the meeting of the house, the right was questioned, 
and the Treasurer was appointed to confer with the 
Attorney and Solicitor General concerning the legality 
. of the return ; no minutes of* such conference are now 
In existence, and from that time, until the year 1S27, 
it cootinned to enjoy its elective franchise in a free and 
aoiaterpipted manner. 
, . -This small Borough, like a number of others of a 

* At that period it was usual for BoroQ^hs to choose represen- 
tatives from out their own body, and not of strann^rs or conntiy 
ipentlemen ; and many of these Boroughs were frequently so 
poor as to be unable io pay the members their wages or expeA« 
; even fliou^b the allowance was only made for a few dfiys, 
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wilDilar description^ wks for a series of years ^ja sceiMft 
of diascnsion froth parliamentary and other cause*, 
trliSch need not now be enamerated, and during tht 
eighteenth century, the interference of the Hbiiie of 
Comnions, to determine the extent of the rights of the 
burgesses, and the manner in which its representative^ 
should be chosen, was not un frequently called for. 
The court of King's Bench too, has been occnpiefl 
nearly as often as the House of Commons, on mawioh 
mm motions, and informations in the nature of quo 
wdrranto, by \^ich the corporation have been compdH 
led to admit several to their freedom, who have been 
arbitrarily kept out of their right, and ousted others 
vlio Iiad been illegally admitted. 

'Mr. OMfield,iii his history of the £kiglish Borosghs, 
t>boetves as follows, ''It appears by the Joomals of 
the Konae of Coiamons, tlmt the Committees of that 
House have been occvpfed bo less than sewn times Ibr 
several weeks together, witkin the last century, in de- 
tenainio^ what constituftes a freeman in this tittle Bo- 
^^Hgh, and have left it as moch opeti to oontention aid 
litigation as they found it. it is not yet.dideidcd 
wliether 1^ sen of a freeman born out &f the Borough, 
has an equal right to be admitted with the son of a 
fi^enien bom in the Bor^gh, upim a claim of M/th- 
:rigfht, Tior whether ttie apprentice to a joumeynum 
shoemctker, (which description of persons constitutes a 
^^jority of the Sectors,) has the same light toiiis ffise- 



d<HB as the {Apprentice to u Mteier ahoemitdetrs upim • 
tAmo: of ^emtnde/' 

C0NTES1^ED SLXOTIONS. 

From the year 1571 to 1700, only three petiticm^, 
complaining of undue returns, were presented to the 
Honde of Commons, on two of which no report was 
'siaade, and the other was reported to be in favour of 
the siltiiig members. The first petition to which refer- 
ence is here made was that of Sir Willoughby Hick^ 
^an, Bart, in 1700, against the retnm of Thomas 
•White, Esq. on aecount of undue practices in the re- 
turning ofiBcers, when Sk Rowland Gwynn reported, 
that the first question was the right of election. The 
•committee resolved *' that the right of electing mem- 
bers to serve in PaTliament £br this Borou^ is in the 
burgesses non^reeident, as well as in those resident 
within the Borough. That Thomas White, £sq« is 
.not duly elected. That it is the opinion of the com- 
mittee tliat Sir Willoughby Hickman is duly elected « 
-burgess o£ this Borough." 

in 1702 another petition was presented by Sir Wdl- 
ikmghby Hickman, Bart, and WUMam Levinz, £6||. 
ftgalnet the return of John Thornhaugh and Thomas 
White, Bsqrs. complaining of arbitrary and illegal 
power having been exeroised by the bailiffis. Sir Row- 
land Ckrynn reported, ^'That the right of ekotion wae 
HBtgKed to be in the freleraen and burgeesee, but flie 
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question was whether the younger eons of freemen 
had a right to demand their freedom? When the com- 
mittee resolved " That the younger eons of the free- 
men of this Boroagh have not a right to demand their 
freedom of thia Borough.'* And " That the sitting 
memhcrs are dnly elected/' 

In the succeeding Parliament, the same gentlemen 
petitioned the House against the return of the old 
memhers, upon the same grounids, when the chairman, 
(Mr. Bromley,) reported from the committee " That 
the right of election was agreed to he in the hailiff« 
«nd hurgesses/' hnt they did not agree how they were 
qualified to be burgesses. The committee afterwards 
«ame to the following decision *' That all the eons of 
freemen of this Borough have a right to their free- 
dom/' and " that the petitioners are duly elected/' 

In 1705, Sir Hardolph Was teneys, Bart, and Robert 

Molesworth, Esq. petitioned against the return of Sir 

Willoughby Hickman, Bart, and William Levinz, E^q. 

.who had been elected on the assumption of the last 

parliamentary committee, — ** that all the sons of free- 

• men have a right to their freedom." Mr. Compton 

(the chairman) reported " That the right of election 

was agreed to be in the bailiffs and burgesses, or free- 

mea," The points were, 1st. Who had a right to the 

.freedom? And 2ndly. What power the Corporation 

has to make persons, living out of the Borough, free, 

.h7 redemption ? The counsel for the petitioners, to 



proYe the custom of the Borough making foreigners 
free, produced the following ordinance agreed upon hy 
the Corporation immediately after the granting of the 
last charter, dated September 6th, of the sixth of 
James the first. 

"It is ordered, established, and decreed, that all and 
erery such as shall be made free within the town by 
xedemption, shall compound and agree with Mr. Bai- 
liffs, and the aldermen of the town for their freedom, 
anid that no foreigner shall he made free by redemption 
undei: 208, to be paid to the town's chamber ; 20(f. to 
Mr. Bailiffs; 20d. to the chamberlains; 12i. to the de- 
.puty steward or town clerk ; Bd. to the sergeant at 
mace ; and I2d, to the relief of the poor, and that at 
the next court, after the said freedom granted, the 
party shall be brought in by the chamberlains, and 
there take the oath appointed for that purpose.'' Also 
another ordiita^ice iqade in 1624, — ** for disabling the 
burgesses to vote at any election or elections whatso- 
ever within the Borough^ who shall remove his dwelling 
oiit of the Borough, and continue so for one whole year, 
provided in case he did return again, and live within 
the Borough, he should vote, while he lived therein.'' 
After considerable deliberations the committee came 
.to the following resolution, " That the right of electing 
burgesses, to serve in Parliament for this borough, is 
in such freemen only, as have a right to their freedom 

I 

.by birth, as eldest sons of freemen^ or by serving 
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seven years apprenticeship, or have it by redemptioii, 
whether inhabiting or not inhabiting, in the said Bo-*- 
roughs at the time of their being made free." They 
iiifio declared the flection of the sitting members to be 
void, and the petitioners to be duly elected. 

Another petition was presented by Willoughby Hick- 
man and Brian Cooke, £sqrs. in 1710^ against the re** 
tarn of Thomas White and Thomas Westby, Esqrs. 
The Committee reported to the same effect as in the 
preceding case, with exception of the words '^«o^ »«-» 
i0Ming," and unseated the members, declaring that 
Jtbe petitioners were duly elected. 

At the general election, in 1796, William Tetae, 
Maq. Sir Wharton Amcotts, and John Blackburn, Esf. 
were candidates, when the two former, /«r obviotu 
reasons, were declared duly elected, the state oi tlie 
poll being 

For William Pctrie, Esq..... S$ 

Sir WbartoA Amcoti«, Bart«,..e& 
John Blackbuni, Esq ..60 

This issue being in opposition to the views of the 
Corporate Body, it was determined to make a number 
of redemption freemen, to counterbalance the iafluence 
obtained by the *' lovers of independmice/' and thirty- 
eight of the most respectable inhabitants of the town 
were sworn in as honorary freemen. 

This measure led to a long and expensire law suit, ' 
at the head of which was a person of the name of 
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Bowies, wbo foronght the question respecting the power 
of the bailiffs and altlermen to make these honorary 
burgesses, by quo warranto, into the Court of King^s 
Bench, when, in consequence of the junior Bailiff not 
having assented to the measure at the time when they 
were admitted as freemen, they wei'e all determined to be 
illegal, and judgment, of ouster was issued against five 
aldermen, and the whole number of honorary freemen. 
At the next general election in 1802, Mr. Bowles 
came forward, aqd, from the victory which he had 
achieved In favour of ** birthright and servitude," was 
quite ooofident of success. But alas ! how short sigbtr 
ed is man, and how unstable are all terrestrial conr 
ceriis.' Mr. Bowles, and his friend MnBonham^ sooa 
fbund out to their cost, that no less than forty-five 
individuals who had promised them their support fmi 
interest, actually voted for thd other candidates^ who 
ware both of them proposed, by the individnal who bad 
been the chief promoter of imtiatixig the honorary htuh 
gesses. Here we have a fine specimen oi the gratitude 
evinced by the supporters of ^'birthright and servi- 
tude,'' to one who had put himiself at their head,fou^it 
tbeir battles, and eventually succeeded in overturning 
all the machinations of those to whom they were po»- 
litically opposed. Mr. ddfield laments that he could 
not furnish his readers with a list of their names, as a 
beacon to warn future candidates from becoming a 
prey to such fraud and treachery ; und^r this disad- 
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vantage I do not labour, bnt as the finger of public 
scorn bas already been pointed at them, I refrain from 
printing the list of such worthless characters. The 
state of the poll was as under,-— 

For Robert Crawford, Esq $6 

John Jaffray, Esq 7T 

William Bowles, Esq 06 

Henry Boaham, Esq. ... r ...... .59 

The unlooked-for issue of this contest laid the fonn- 
dation of a petition to the House of Commons, ground- 
ed upon a charge against John Thornton and George 
Barker, gent, for having as the petitioners stated, usurp- 
ed the office of bailiffs, and illegally admitted several to 
their freedom who had no right, and rejected several 
who had a right, and who claimed to beadmitted. The 
chairman of the committee reported in favour of the 
sitting members. 

' At the next general election in 1806, three candi- 
dates offered themselves, these were General Robert 
Crawford, Thomas IIughan,£sq. and Sir John Ingilby, 
'Bart, when the two former were declared duly elected. 
-This Parliament was but of short duration, and oh a 
change of ministry taking place early in the ensuing 
-ycAr, its usual concomitant-— a general election, was 
again the order of the day. Three candidates pre- 
sented themselves to the burgesses, namely. Gene- 
ral Charles Crawford, W. Ingilby, Esq. and Thomas 
.Hpghan, Esq. when the two former were returned^ the 
state of the poll being. 
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For General Crawford, .88 

WiUiam Ingilby, Esq 7T 

Thomas Hug^ban, Esq. • 75 

Th« jockey ship displayed on this oceasion was very 
little inferior to that at Bowles's election ; the " inde- 
pendents !" however returned one of their own choice, 
bat how, or hy what means, is quite another matter. 
Gratitude and integrity were sadly out of fashion ! 

From the vicinity of Retford to the domains of 
several illnstrious noblemen, it might be expected 
some of them would pnt in a kind of claim for the suf- 
frages of the burgesses. Accordingly some of the 
Dukes of Newcastle have possessed considerable influ- 
ence here, which has given great umbrage, and been 
strongly animadverted upon by those politically oppo- 
sed to that party. But I would ask^ Has the Borough 
been better represented since that time when, as Old- 
field states, " the independent party had the triumph 
of returning both members against the Duke of New- 
castle's interest V Have the burgesses been less sub- 
ject to corruption and bribery under their sew patron? 
And, do they not generally regret being led away by 
the specious arguments of such men as Mr. Oldfield ? 
He, who in speaking of the acts and sentiments of the 
''Newcastle party*' merely because they were tories, 
and opposed to the political dogmas of the party whoso 
advocate he was^ conld at once sanction a candidate 
recommended by Burl Fitzwilliam^— -nay forther, conld 

I 2 
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not see the least harm in a whig nobleman nominating 

both the members for a Borongh, with whom he had 

not the remotest connection, and in which he never ez** 

peeded a single- shilling. Against the venerable Earl 

Fitowilliam, the writer begs leave to disclaim all aiii<v 

.mesity, believing his Lordship to be a- most uprigbt 

.and amiable nobleman ; nevertheless he is hound by a 

sense of jastice to refute the imputations put forth by 

Mr. Oldfield ; beoause, if one nobleman's interference 

was blameable, so was the other ; if censure was due 

to onQ^ it was equally so to the other, bearing in mind 

the old adage that *' what is sauce for *the goose i^ 

. sauce for the gander.' ' 

THE ELECTION OF 1826. 

Since the contest of 1802, interference of parliament 
has never been called for, until the year 1826. For seve-i 
ral months previous to, and daring the election, party 
spirit was greatly excited against those burgesses who 
had promised their rotes to Sir R.- L. Dundas, and 
W. B. Wrightson, Esq. (who were opposed by Sir H* 
Wilson) so much so, that all civil authority was eom-i 
pletely set at deiianoe, and the town overawed by a 
lawless und infuriated mob, whose zeal for the suecess 
of their favourite, prompted them to commit the most 
unjustifiable acta Qf outrage against all 'these who fa-i 
voured^ or were suspected of favouring the opposite 
party. On the da^ of election it w^s censid^r^ ne^ 
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cessary by the manicipal aathorities, in order to secnrt 
the peace of the town, to call in the assistance of the 
military (who had previously been statioued at QjBLnh' 
ston and Baruby Moor,) which had the. effect canton* 
plated by those who authorized the measure, and pre* 
vented the mob from putting their threats into actual 
execution. 

The election took place on Friday, the 9th of June^ 

1826, and was adjourned at four o'clock to the follow* 
iqg day : but when the court opened, in consequ^ice of 
the military having been called in, on the previoae 
evening, after the close of the poll, and being then sta- 
tioned in the immediate neighbouri)oo(I,Sif H, W.Wilv* 
Bon protested against th( whole of the procecdinge^ 
and declared it to be his determination to bring the 
matter before a committee of the House of CommoBS 
as soon as an opportunity presented itself. The state 
pf the poll at its close was as follows. — 

For WilUam Battie Wrightoon, Esq.. .120 

Sir Robert L. Dandas, Kt ..118 

Sir Henry W. Wilson, Kt 53 

Thus matters rested until the beginning of February, 

1827, when Parliament assembled ; Sir H. W. Wilson 
having entered into the recognizances usual upon such 
occasions, a committee was appointed to decide the 
question and report to the House. On the 4th 
of April they commenced with the examination of 
Witnesses, and continued during the 5th, 6th, 7th, 
9th, IQth, 11th, and 12th^ when the case dosed. 
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and the chairman (C. C. Western, Esq.) reported on 
the Ist of May, that the committee had determined 
that the sitting memhers were not dniy elected ; that 
the election was void ; hut that the allegation contain- 
ed in the petition, against the returning officer was 
frivolous and rexatious. The chairman also stated 
'^ That the committee considered it their duty to direct 
the serious attention of the House to the corrupt state 
of the horongh of East Retford. It appeared also to 
the committee, from the evidence of several witnesses, 
that, at elections of hurgesses to serve in Parliament 
for this Borough, that it had heen a notorious, long- 
continued, and general practice for the electors who 
voted for the successful candidates, to receive the sum 
of twenty guineas from each of them, so that those 
burgesses who voted for both the members have cus- 
tomarily received forty guineas for such exercise of 
their elective franchise, and that an expectation pre- 
vailed in the Borough that this custom would be acted 
upon at the last election, although they had not suffici- 
ent proof that such expectation was encouraged by the 
candidates then returned." He also requested to move 
*' That the report, with the evidence taken before the 
committee, be printed ; and that the Speaker do not 
issue his writ for the return of two burgesses to serve 
in Parliament for this Borough until the same shall 
have been taken into the consideration of the House/ 
On the 11th of June, 1827^ the order of the day for 
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the eondderation of the aboTe report being reacl« — ^Mr. 
Tennyson moved, and, after considerable discussion, 
the House of Commons resolved,—*" That the corrupt 
state of the Borough of East Retford required the se» 
rious attention of the House." On the same day Mr^ 
Tennyson obtained leave to bring in a Bill " for exclu- 
ding the Borough of East Retford from electing bur- 
gesses to serve in Parliament, and to enable the town 
of Birmingham to return two representatives in Ueu 
thereof." 

On the 22nd of the same month, this Bill was read 
a second time, but in consequence of the approaching 
prorogation (which took place on the 9th of July,)'the 
subject was postponed to the next session ; and on the 
20th of June, the issue of the writ to East Retford 
was suspended accordingly. 

On the 31st of January, 1828, the Bill was again 
introduced by Mr. Tennyson, and on the 25th of Feb- 
ruary was read a second time, and ordered to be com- 
mitted ; several witnesses were also summoned to attend 
the committee on the Srd of March. 

On the Srd, 4th, and 7th of March, the committee 

examined evidence in support of the Bill, and heard 

counsel against it; and on the 10th the committee 

went through the Bill, pro, formH, and reported it to 

• the House. 

Mr. Tennyson on the 2l8t of Mareh, moved the re- 
committal of the Bill, on the ground that the ease 
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ftgftinst the Borough had been established, to which 
motion the House agreed ; bat on the question — that 
the Speaker should leave the chair, Mr. Nicholson 
Calvert moved**" That It be an instruction to the 
eoflimittee, that they have power to make proviaioix lor 
the prevention of bribery and corruption in the election 
of members to serve in Parliament for the Borough of 
East Rerfordy by extending the right of voting to the 
fSMTty-shilling freeholders of the Hundred of Basset- 
law." 

After debate, the House agreed to the instruction : 

Ayei, 1^7 

Noet) lai 

M^fwily, 3d 

Mr. Tennyson afterwards moved the postponement 
of the committee from time to time, on the ground 
that,— as several members had - appeared to agree to 
the instrnction voted on the 25th of March, because it 
was proposed by the Bill for the disfranchisement of 
the Borough of Penryn, to transfer the elective fntii- 
chise from that Borough to Manchester, it was expe- 
dient to delay the East Retford Bill until it could be 
ascertained whether the House of Lords would agree 
to that transfer. 

On the 14th of May, the' Earl of Carnanron, who had 
the management, in the House of Lords, of the Bill f^r 
disftnnchising Penryn, stated in his place, after evi- 
dence had been heard in support of it^ that the Mtue 
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of that evidence was not such as would justify him in 
proposing to transfer the elective franchise from Fen* 
ryu to Manchester, hut that he should prohahly pro- 
pose to open tiie right of voting to the freeholders of 
the adjacent Hundreds. 

Accordingly, on the 19th of May, Mr. Tennyson 
toioved the recommittal of the East Retford Bill in the 
House of Commons. Thereupon the House resolved 
itself into a boiiimittoe, and Mr. N. Calvert, with the 
view of giving effect to the instruction of the 25th of 
March, moved, in the first place, to omit, that portion 
of the preamhle which recited the expediency of entire- 
ly excluding East Retford from returning representa- 
tives, and of substituting the town of Birmingham. 

After a debate, in which Mr. N. Calvert, Mr. Ten- 
nyson, Mr. Lumley, Mr. Alderman Waithman, Lord 
Baneliffe, Sir George Phillips, Mr. Secretary Peel, Mf. 
Littletou, Mr. Stauley, Mr. Sturges Bourne, Lord Vis- 
count Sandon, Mr. Secretary Huskisson, Lord William 
Powlett, and Mr. Williams Wynn, took part, the cpm- 
raittee divided, when the unmbers were :«* 

In favour of Mr. Calvert's paotioni f . 14^ 
Against it, 12T 

Minority, 18 

After this division, Mr. Calvert proposed to snbsti- 
tate for the words omitted in the preamble the words 
following:-— 

" And whereaii such bribery and corruption is likely 

K 
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to contiaae to be praetised hi the said Borough in 
future, unless some means are taken to prevent the 
same ; in order, therefore, to prevent such unlawful 
practices for the future, and that the said borough 
may henceforth be duly represented in parliament, &c/' 
wlKTeupon Mr. Secretary Huskisson moved, that all 
the words of the proposed amendment, after the word 
" future," be omitted. 

Upon which it was moved and agreed, that the ehatr* 
nan should report progress, and ask leave to sit again 
•n Monday the 2nd of June. 

During the protracted debate which took place tS&t 

evening, it was quite evident that either a misimder-^ 

standing, or a division, existed ainoogst the memberaof 

•his Majesty's government, which in the sequel proved 

to be oorrect. Mr. Huskisson, on leaving the House 

.of Conmons, and in. the heat of the moment, wrote to 

-the ])uke of Wellington, resigning (though in terina 

somewhat ambiguous) his situation as Secretary oi 

State for the Gokmial Department ; this letter, the 

Duke thought proper to lay before his l^jesty, and 

thus, as a late writer justly remarks, ^''before he 

knew where he was, he was out of office.^* 

The resignation of Mr. Huskisson, was followed by 
the secession of some of his. colleagues, eonseqtl^dtly 
when the House assembled on the 9nd of June, lo^g 
explanations were entered into (a recapitulation of 
whieh is unnecessary in this place) and the House 
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altenrards went iito & oommittee on tlie Bill, whea 
Mr. Haskisson again moved as an amendment that aH 
the words after the word " future '* he left out^ ou this 

the committee divided. 

For the orig^al motioiiy !.2^8 

For the amendment, 152 

Minority, 106 

In another division, on the question of adjournmemty 

the numbers were. 

For tke acUoumment, 221 

Against it, 24 

Mi\jority, ...107 

After this division a desultory conversation took 

place, in which Sir John Sebright, Lord Nugent, Mr. 

Baring, Mr. Calvert, Mr. Tennyson, Mr. Spring Rice« 

Mr. Secretary Peel, and Lord Normanby, took part : 

Mr. Tennyson moted that the Bill he read that day 

six months; in opposition to that day se'nnight, when 

the Speaker stated that the honourable member was 

out of order, as the reading of the Bill that day six 

mondis would be tantamount to defeating it altogether. 

On the i4ih of June, Mr. Calvert moved for leave 

to bring In a Bill to disqualify certain voters of.th|s 

- Borough from voting in future for members to serve in 

parliament On the question being put the House 

divided 

For tBe motion, 74 

Afidnstit, ...26 

Minority,. ^ * 

x2 
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On the 26^1, Mr. Calvert brought in the Bill, wMeh 
was read a first time, and ordered to be i*cad a second 
time on the 11th of Jidy. A -copy of tlte Bill, and 
notice of the intention to read it a second HiDey was 
ordered to be served upon the individuals whom it pro- 
posed to disfranchise. 

On the 27th of June, Mr. Calvert moved* the order 
of the day for the further consideration of the report, 
and in the discussion which followed, considerable 
warmth of temper was displayed on both sides of the 
House ; several divisions were created by Mr. Tenny- 
son and his friends, tending to defeat the measure, 
and, if possible, the ministry: The numbers on the 
respective divisions were as follows, — 

First Divifion, — On Mr. Tennyson's motion to post- 
pone the measure until the next session : — 

For the motion,.... 42 

Against it, T2 

Mi\jority against it, 30 

Second Divisiott, — On Lord Howick's motio^, that 
it be an instruction to the qommitttee to give the two 
members to Yorkshire; each Riding to return two 
members : — 

A^es, IT 

Noes, 95 

Minority agi^inst it, 78 

Third Division, — On Mr. Alderman Wood's mo- 
tion, in committee, to put an end to the Bill altogether : — 



••^•"•^■•••"■••^■^■■^■^•■•f" 



Zit mtttim df 1826, 69 



^IM 



Aye* 14 

Noes, « 95 

Mf^joriiy, .80 

Fourth Division. — On Lord John Ruaseirs motion, 
Sar the absolate disfranchlsemeut of East Retford :~ 

For the motion, f«...49 

Againttiti ..r*f]08 

Mt^rUy, 06 

On the 1 1 th of Jnly , the order of the day being read« 
for receiving the report of tlie committee. Mr. Calyert 
nored that it he deferred to that day se'nnight ; and 
should tlie House be then sitting, he would move a 
further postponement so as to carry the Bill over the 
' session. 

The order of the day was also read for the second lead- 
ing of the Freemen's disqualification Bill ; Mr. Calvert, 
desiring that the two Bills should keep pace with each 
other, moved that it be read that day three months, 
which was agreed to. He likewise gave notice of his 
intention to move that the issuing of a writ for this 
Borough be deferred lill next session. 

On the 2Sth of July, Mr. Tennyson gave notice that 
he would, early in the next sessions, move for leave to 
bring in two Bills, one for the absolute disfranchise- 
ment of East Retford, and the other for transferring 
the franchise to Birmingham. On the 28th^ the House 
adjourned. 

Thus this question^ which has been the fertile source 
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of 80 many angry coBteBtion« during this session, is 
still left undecided, to embroil llie discussions of the 
next. It is, however, generally understood that minis-* 
tars have come to a d>eterniination to extend the fran- 
chise to the .Hundred of Bassetlaw. Indeed the state^ 
ment of Mr. Peel,. in the £lo«se of Commons, appears 
to be decisive on* this particular head ; speaking of the 
discussions which took place on the 19th of May, he 
observes, ^On that night I came down to the House with 
the full impression that it was fvlly agreed amongst my 
colleagues, that the resolution proposed by the Hon. 
Member for Hertford (Mr. N. Calvert,) should be by 
bM of tliietn strictly adhered to." This doclaratipn maf 
be considered as definitely deciding the fate of the 
Borough ; although if we look at some adnualstrations 
Uitely eoastituted, we certainly iiossess no "guarantee" 
for th^r ejustence from one sessioa to another, 

LIST OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The catalogue of successive representatives eafk 
but be imperfectly traced, in mo3st of the ancient cities, 
boroughsi &c. of this kingdom, in eonsequenoe of the 
defective state of the Journals. of the House of Com* 
. mons during some reigns, and iu others, of thieir beioi^ 
B^tmly lo9t. With respeet to Retford, however, I have 
b^n enabled to overcome this difficulty, and to present 
the reader with a correct list of the returns ever sinee 
l^hat privilege >ra« allowed the Bor<wgh, in the time of 
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Edvard the second. la coUeeiing the following list, 
Ihave had reference to " Prynne's Bretfia ParUamien* 
taria" and '' mUia'9N(4Uia Parliamentaria/r and 
through the kindness of a particular friend in London, 
1 have eottpleted the nrhole from the Joarnala 44^ the 
House of Commons, so that its correctness and authen* 
ticity may be fully relied upon. 

EDWARD n.' 

I3I5— RogemaGodde, and Jonathan Jurden. * 

ELIZABETH. 

1571'-*Henry Drwycot. Thomas Brozholme, Oent. 
1572" — Job Throckmorton^ Esq. George Delves, Esq* 
15B5:-Tl^nz\l Holies, Esq. Thomas Wade, Esq. 
1586 — ^Denzil HoUes, Esq. John Conyers, Eeq^ 
1588— Geo. Cbaworth, Esq. Alexander Radcliffe, Esq^ 
1592 — ^Roger Poclington, Esq. Anthony Cook, Esq. 
1597 — ^Roger Poclington, Esq. John Roose, Esq. 
1 60 1 — ^Roger Mannours, jun. Esq. Rt, Redman, Gent« 

JAMES I. 

leoa-'^^r John Thomhangh, Knight Sir ThomaiF 

Dayrill, Knight. 
1 614— Sir Nathan Rich, Kt. Sir Rd. Williamson, Kt. 
1 620— Sir Nathan Rich, Kt. Edward Worsley, Esq. 

.1623-^oha Holies, Esq. Sir Nathan Rich, Kt. t 

— ' ■ ■ i I ■ » 

* This ParKament was held at Lincoln, and commenced iUf 
'sittiog on the 26th of January. 

' t The year foltowlng. Sir Nathan Rich was elected for ther 
BoToiigiHtf Harwkb, and Jebn Ihnrey, %!sq. elected in his pflaee.r 
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CHARIlESI. 

1 625-<^olu) , Lord Hanghton. Sir Francis Wortley *Bt. 
le26-— .Tolin, Lord Bfitt^liton, Sir Francis Wortley,Bt. 
iaa7*-Jol»n. Lord HftuglUon. Sir Francis Wortley,Bt. 
164(^^-SirGciTaseClifton, Bt. FraucisPierponte.Ea^ 
iMO^-«-Sir Gerraso Clifton, Bt« Charles, Viscount 

Mansfield. * 
1 646— Sir Wni. Lister, Kt. fras. Thornhan jfk^Esq.t 



* On the 22Dd of January, 1643, Charlee, Viscount Mansfield, 
eldest son of William, Earl of Newcastle, was disabled, for 
desertiivv the service of the House, being in the king's quarters 
and adhering to thai party.- Sir Oervase Clifton was disaMed 
onthe 1st Jan^Hr5*, I045. 

t Mr. Thornhaugh died the 18th of November, 1648, and iti 
Mli7» 1649, — Neville, Esq. was returned. 

Mr. Thornhaugh was the eldest son of Sir Francis Thom- 
bangfa* Bart, and dncing the civil wars was a firm adherent of 
the parliamentary party. Mrs. Hutchinson, in the life of her 
husband says, that ** a man of greater vallour or more noble 
daring fought not for them, nor indeed ever drew sword in any 
cause ; he was of a most excellent good nature to all men, and 
sealouB for his friend ; he wanted cooncU and deliberation, ami 
was sometimes to facile to flatterers, but bad Judgement enough 
to disceme his errors when they were represented to him, and 
worth enough not to presist in an it\}urious mistake because he 
had once entertained it.'' He was killed by a scotch lance at 
the battle of Preston Pans, on 18th of Novemlier, 1648; <'he 
was carried off the field " says the same hisloriani '* by some of 
his owne men, while the rest, enraged for the lost of their dear 
colloneU, fought not that day like men of hnosaa race : deafe to 
the cries of every coward that ask'd laercy, they kilgfi all, and 
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1 653 ^ ^^ ^^^7 members returned from Nottingham- 
f shire duriog these three ParUaments, were 
i two for the county^ and two for the town 

.1656^^ . of Nottingham. 

1659— Clifford iOlifton, Esq. Wm. Cartwright, Esq. 

CHARLES n. 

'1660 — ^Wm. Hickman, Esq. Wentworth Fitzgerald, 
Earl of Kildare. 

1661 — ^Wm. Hickman, Esq. Hios. Fitzgerard, Esq. 

1679 — Sir Edwd. Nevile, Bt. . Wm. Hickman, Esq. 

1679— Sir Edwd. Nevile, Bt. Wm. Hickman, Esq. 
•I681_-Sir Edwd. Nevile, Bt. Wm. Hickman, Esq. 

JAMES n. 

J 685— Sir Edwd. Neville, Bt . John Millington, Esq. 
1688— ^Evel jn Pierrepoint,Esq. John Thornhaugh, Esq. 

WILLIAM AMD MART; 

1690 — ^Evelyn Pierrepoint, Esq. John Thornhaugh, Esq. 
1095 — John Thornhaugh,. Esq. Richard Taylor, Esq. 

. ■».«.. -I. ...I I I. ...i ti iii i i,,.! _ lit 

would not that a captive ahoold live to seeUieir collonell die ; 
but say'd the whole kingdom of Scotland was too meane a sacri- 
i ftee lor that bmve jnan.'' Slbe «wllQUf8> *^ hit sQule w«» hover- 
ing to take her flight out of his body, but. that an eagtr 4«9lre 
>io knowtlieau0ce«i of that ba^Ue, kept it w|thi9> till the eqd of 
/ the day, when tbe newet beiag brought .hini> be cleaped his 
- dying' oountkuancey and iay'd> ** I. now r«»Joice to die,.8iDoe God 
' ba^ let me see the ovefArow of this perftdi«M enemy^ I ^idd 
. nvtlsteniyUfe'la a better. eaa8^> and lhaTe*tbe ImriMdlfewn 
^ &odflo«eeBif bfeod awnged." Ilaviag te«fti4Jit jnnanWalr 
; ly.eziHred. 
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1 698— ^ir Willoaghby Hickman, Bi. William Le vinz, 

Esq. 
1 700— Sir Willoughby Hickman, Bt. John Thornhangh^ 

Esq. 
1701— Sir Willoughby Hickman, Bt. JohnThornhaugh, 

Esq. 

ANNE. . 

1 702— Sir Willoughby Hickman, B t. William Lcvinz, 
Esq. 

1705 — Sir Hardolph Wasteneys, Bt. Robert Moles- 
worth, Esq. 

1708— Thomas White, Esq. William Levinz,Esq. 

1710---Willoughby Hickman, Esq. Brian Cooke, Esq. 

1 7 13— Francis Lewis, Esq. John Digby , Esq. 

GEORGE I. 

171 5— John Digby, Esq. Thomas White, Esq. 
1721— Thomas White, Esq. Patrick Chaworth, Esq. 

GEORGE XI. 

1728— Thomas White, Esq.* Sir Robert Clifton, Bt. 
1785_-John White, Esq. Sir Robert Clifton,' Bt. 
1741— John White, Esq. William Mellish, Esq.t 

* Mr. White died Id 1373, and his son John Wliitt, Esq. was 
«}ec(ed In his stead. 

' t This gentleman resided at Blyth, and in early life was he- 
trolhed to a Jewess, of considerable property, bat which, by a 
carious daose in the will of her father, her hosbVind coald not 
inherit antii chosen Member of Parliament. Accordlng^ly he 
oflfesed himself for Retford, and, as a matter of coarse, was 
anxians to soeoeed in his endeavoors. On the mominf the 
election took place, he brongbt two different coloored h«nes to 



1747— William Mellish, Esq. John Shelley, Esq. 
1754 — John White, Esq. John Shelley, Esq. 

GEORGE lU. 

1761— John White, Esq. John Shelley, Esq. 
1768— Sir Cecil Wray, Bt. John Offley, Esq. 
1774— Sir Cecil Wray, Bt. Hon. William Hanger 
1780— Wharton Amcotts, Esq. Right Hon. Lord 

J, P. Clinton 
1784 — Wharton Amcotts, Esq. The Earl of Lincoln 
1790 — Sir John Ingilby, Bart William Henry 

Clinton, Esq. 
1796— William Petrie, Esq. Sir Wharton Amcotts, Bt. 
1802 — Robert Crawford, Esq. John Jafifray, Esq. 
1806 — ^Robert Crawford, Esq. Thomas Hughan, £^q. 
1807 — ^William Ingilby, Esq. General Chas. Cra^yford 
1812 — George Osbaldeston, Esq. Charles Marsh, Esq. 
1818 — William Evans, Esq. Samuel Crompton, Esq. 

GEORGE iv. 
1820 — ^WUliam Evans, Esq. Samuel. Crompton, Esq. 
1826^--Sir Robert Dundas, Knight. William Battie 
Wrightson, Esq. 



Hfitfordj tbe one, grey, the other, bay ; by means of which be 
was to seqcf information of the result : if chosen, the grej one, 
if not, the other. There being: no opposition he was elected, 
and immediately dispatched a messenger on the grey horse ; 
^bis lady, anxious for the success of her lord, was keeping a sharp, 
hHifk oat for the signal, on discovering which, she was sO over- 
Jgyied that she fell into hysterics, and in the co^tfs% of two or 
tbreedays actually died from the effects. 

: • ^ • L 2 



CHAP. V. 

^Vtsttmtn ii( 1607— l.tot <{3Saa(ffjt (rdm 1700— 



ANTIQmTY OIP THE OFFICE OF BAILIFF. 

The term bailiff is derived from the French hayliff, 
th&t is, pr{Bfectu8 provineia, and as the name, so the 
office*, was answerable to that of France. In ancient 
times the administration of justice devolved upon 
certain individuals, appointed by the reigning monarch, 
who upon taking the office were generally desig- 
nated the king's bailiffs ; other persons als6, to whom 
were committed the keeping of the king's castles, were 
usually termed bailiffs, as, the bailiff of Dover Castle, 
&c. &c. besides these instances just, noted, another, aad 
almost the only one now remaining, was generally dfs- 
tingmshed with that title, viz. the chief magistrates of 
pities and boroughs, some of whom, by charter, are 
now designated by that of mayor^ whilst many others 
retaia the title of bailiff to the.pieseiit time ; amcmgat 
which Retford may be classed as one. 
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At what period this title was first claimed by, or 
bestowed upon» the magistrates of this Borough is un- 
known ; certain it is, however, that it was previous to 
the thirteenth century. In the charter of James I. it is 
stated that the burgesses had been known sometimes 
by the name of bailiffs and burgesses, sometimes by 
the name of inir'gesscs, and sometimes By other BBvaes ; 
which information would lead us to conclude that no 
certain cognomen was applied until the granting of tlie 
charter just alluded to ; indeed the term mayor, and 
major, is not unfrequently mentioned in several of the 
ancient records, but whether applied fnxm authority 
or allowed by courtesy, I am. unable to certify ; at the 
granting of that charter, however, this was set at rest, 
and since that period th^y have invariably rotainej 
the name. 

At the commencement of my labour^ it waas my in- 
tention to have given a sucoessiou of magistrates fro9i 
the year 1607, but finding that to be impossible,, from 
various, causes, over which I had no- controul, I aO/ 
only enabled to present tiie names of those for' thut 
year, and of the individuals who wene nominati^d alder- 
men^ of the Borough^ by the ordinances apptndod tp 
the charter. 
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* Alderman, from the Saxon ealdertnan, or leiilor. Amoi^t 
the SaxoM, this wa$ aj^plied as one of the dei^rees ef n^blUty, 
and si^ifled an Earl^ hot it literally imports no moie than 
" eUler:* 
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BAILIFFS AND ALDERMEN OF 1607. 

William Thornton, Senior Bailiff. 
Nicholas Watson, Junior Bailiff. 

ALDERMEN. 

llobert Wharton, Gent. Richard Parnell, Gent. 

Thos. Tupman,, Gent. Robert Stokeham, Gent. 

Henry Mason, Gent. William Bellamy, Gent. 

John Jepson, Gent. Francis Barker, Gent. 
Richard Osam, Gent. and 

Henry Parnell, Gent. Martin Taylor, Gent. 

« 

i.IST OF BAILIFFS FROM 1700. 

The following are the names of the bailiffs from 
1700 to 1828, with notice of particular events, local 
and general, arranged under the years in which the 
several occurrences took place. 

1700 Edward Jackson and William Peete 

1701 William Bellamy and John Reynolds 

1702 John Reynolds and Jonathan Lidgett 

1703 Francis ])unston and Edward Thompson 

1704 William Booth and Thomas Wright 

1705 Jonathan Lidgett and Joseph Granger 

1706 Edward Jackson and John Marr 

1707 Jacob Mason and Thomas West 
1:708 Unknown 

1709 Unknown 

1710 Edward Jackson and William GoUand 

1711 Thomas West and Rado Hepwell 
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1712 Thomas West and Rado Hepwell 

1713 Unknown • . 

1714 William Booth and John^ Riley 

1715 William Peete and Edward Jackson 

1716 Edward Jackson and Thomas Neycs 

1717 John Booth and Edward Pickering 

1718 Dobson Jackson and George Booth 

1719 William Peete and Edward Fossist 

1720 Thomas Wright and Thomas Bnxton 

1721 Unknown 
fl7^ Unknown 

1723 Dobson Jackson and John Holsking 

1724 Thomas West and Richard Cottam 

1725 Thomas Wright and Thomas Buxton 

1726 Matthew Bradshaw and Thomas Rose 

1727 Thomas Hodson and John Wright 

1728 John Hodson and Thomas Wright 

1729 Robert Atkin and Richard Jackson 

1730 Unknown ' - 

1731 Edward Jackson and Richard Smith 

1732 John Riley and John Bower 

1733 Richard Jackson and John Harrison 

1734 Dobson Jackson and John Parker 

1735 Thomas Buxton and Benjamin Cromwell 

1736 Robert Atkin and Robert Whitlam 
1787 John Parker and Jonathan Bean 

1 738 Thomas West and Edward Taylor 

JL739 Richard Jackson and James Booth 
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1740 Dobson Jacksoo.and James Mason 

1741 John Booth and John Mason 

1742 Thomas -West and James Stenton 

1743 Thomaa Wright add John Williamson 

1 744 John Mason and John Parker 

1745 William Goodall and John Bristow 

Tliis year the reheUion in Scotland, and the 
battle of Calloden^ took place. An army ,of 
6000 English and Hessians encamped upon 
Wheatley Hills; the soldiers on marching 
through here soon after, made a staUe of the 
church for their hxtrses. 

1746 John Kirke atid Francis Gbodall 

1747 James Mason and Benjamin Allison 

1748 Benjamin Cromwell and John Wheat 

Peace between England, France, and Spain, 
proclairaed in/February. 

1749 Thomas Biucton and Robert Moody 

Earthquakes felt in Loudon on the 8ih of 
February, and the 8th of March. 

1750 John Harrison and William Bailey 

On the 23rd of August, the shock of an 
earthquake as felt here, about seven in the 
mondng ; the day was remarkably calm both 
before and after the shock. 

1 751 Benjamin Allison and Joseph Wright 

1752 Thomas West and William Smith 

The style and calendar altered on the 2iid 
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of 8ei>tembier. The roof of the nave of the 
church was found to he in a very defective 
state ;. a new' one was put on^ and a rate of 
78. in the pound was laid on the parish to de- 
fray the expense. . The rate amounted to 
£161.' Os. Sd. The top. of the hridge'over 
the river Idle^ laid with new planks. 

1753 John Mason and George Popplewell 

First sheep market held in this Borough, 
29th Septemher. ' The junior hailiFs mace re- 

, gilt. . 

1754 Thomas West aad Clifton Woolby - 

This year the charter of James I. was trans- 
lated by order of the Corporation. 

1755 Benjamin Cromwell and William Kirke 

The town-hall re-built. Lisbon totally de- 
stroyed by an earthquake. . 

1756 John Parker and John Bright 

An act of parliament passed for. making the 
river Idle navigable to Stockwith.. 

1757 John. Bright and John Bingley : 

The milltiii. raised. . > 

1758 John Mason and John .Hurst : ' 

The expenses . of re-building the town-hall 
ascertained to be £1773-. ld«. Id^ • 

1 759 William Smith, and John Booth. 

Land marks ordered', to! be .'set- up at the 
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boundaries of the estates banging to the Cor-' 
.poration. 

1760 John Bingley and Edward Brown 

1 76 1 John Hurst and John Booth 

1762 Benjamin Cromwell and John Barker 

* 

1763 Edward Brown and Thon^as Brumby • 

1764 John Mason and John Storrs 

1765 William Smith and Fre tweli Hodson 

1766 John Bingley and John Taylor 

1 767 John Hurst and William Gylby 

1768 William Kirke and Robert Satton, Esqts. 

1769 George Popplewell and Sdrnpson Mosman 

1770 John Bright and Miehael Sampson 

1771 John Booth «nd Riehard Hutchinson 

Tiie paper null in the occupation of Mr. 
Brmnbyr|)ulled down and re-bniU. 

1772 John Taylor and James Booth 

The position of the door ht the south wing 
iof the dbirdi was altered to its present sitna- 
ation. Calicoes first made in LincolneAiire. 
177a Robert Sntton, Esq. and David Wheelwright 

The roof of the i;haneel was considerably re- 
paired at the expense ol the parish. 
1774 Benjamin Cromwell and John Kirke, Esq. 

July 23rd, Robert Sutton, Esq^ retiigned the 
office of .senior bailiff, and Alderman John Booth 
elected in his slead. 
1776 Sampson Mosman asid John Thornton, Sen, 
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Robert Sutton^ Esq. resigned his alderman- 
ship, September i3th. 
177.6 Thomas Brumby, Sen. amd John Thornton^ Juf. 

1777 John Bright and Edmund Kirke, Esqrs. • 

The whole of the streets repaved. 

1 778 John Thornton, Sen. and Thomas Brumby, Jnn. 

1779 Richard Hutchinson and Francis Haworth 

John Spencer, a native of North Levcrton, 
was executed at Nottingham, on the 26th July, 
for the murder of William Yeadon,*and h|p 
mother, Mary Yeadon, the keepers of Scrooby 
toll-bar, near which place his body was hung 
in chains; the gibbet post still remaining. A 
few weeks after being hung in chains, a party 
of soldiers passed that way, when a seijeant 
fired a musket, loaded with ball, at the body, 
and hit it. As soon as the circamstfince was 
known, the soldiers were pursued, and the Ser- 
jeant taken. He was afterwards tried by a 
court martial, and turned into the ranks. 

1780 Edward Brown and John Brumby 

1781 John Barker and Nathaniel Howard 

1 782 William Gylby and William Clarke 

The town first publicly lighted with la|pps« 
178S David Wheelwright and Darker Parker 

1784 Robert Moody and James Marr 

1785 John Parker and John Fell 

1786 John Thornton, Jun. and John Ghest 

X 2 
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An attempt made to assassinate his Majesty 
by Margaret Nicholson. 

1787 Sampson Mosman and Thomas Hall 

Three new chandeliers placed in the church. 

1788 Thomas Brumby and Edward Brown, Jan. 

1789 John Thornton and John Barker, Jun. 

'On the 30th of January, an address of thanks 
was voted unanimously by the Corporation to 
the Right Hon, William Pitt, who by his par- 
•• liamentary conduct had nobly asserted, and 

strenuously supported, the constitutional rights 
of the Commons of this Realm, to provide the 
means of supplying the defect of the personal 
exercise 6f the royal authority from the indis- 
position of his Majesty. 

The address was presented to Mr. Pitt by 
the Duke of Newcastle, Lord High Steward of 
the Borough : the following reply was received 

by the Town Clerk. 

Downing Street, Feb. 3rd, 1789. 

Sir, 

I have had the Honor of receiving from the 

Duke of Newcastle, a Copy of the Resolution, of the Bailiff^, 

Recorder, and Aldermen of the Toum of East Retford, for 

which I beg thro' you to convey my best acknowledgmefits. 

It gives me great satisfaction to find that the principles on 

which I have felt it my duty to Act in the present unfortuneUe 

Emergency, meet with their Concurrence and Approbation. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most Obdt. 

and faithful Servant, . 
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1790 Darker Parker knd Joseph Ginever - 

1791 John Booths Jun. and Joseph Ginever, Jun. 

1792 Edward Brown and George Bailey, Jun. 

1793 Richard Hutchinson and Richard Chappell 

1794 Sampson Mosman and Beaumont Marshall 

1795 Joseph Ginever, Sen. and William Hindley 

At a vestry meeting held on the 25th of 
January, it was resolved to discontinue playing 
the organ, and the salary of the organist to bo 
funded for the purpose of erecting a net^ one. 

1796 John Parker and Thomas Barker 

Thirty-six persons admitted to their freedom 
by redemption. 

1797 David Wheelwright and John Hutchinson 

On the 2nd of November it was resolved at 
a meeting of the Corporation that the stock- 
house or goal, standing in the market-place, 
should be pulled down, and re-built where it 
now stands. 

Mr. Donaldson agreed to put a new organ 
into the old case for one hundred and thirty 
guineas. 

John Milner, was executed at Nottingham 
on the 16th of August, for stealing three cows, 
belonging to Mr. John Yessey, of Rufford. 
After he had hung a few seconds, the knot of 
the rope gave way, and he fell to the ground. 
Upon being mised up and prepared to be. hung 
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a second time> be exclaimed, *'My Qod, thtf 
is hard work V* 

1 798 William Clarke and John Abson 

On tbe 22nd of Marcb tbe Corporation voted 
the sum of one hundred jiounds per annum tp 
government towainis the support of the. war. 

1799 Richard Dixon and Thomas Marshall 

1800 Edward Brown and John Tborntoa 

1801 John Thornton and George Barker 

' Michael Denman and WiUiam Sykes« both of 
East Retford, were executed at Nottingham on 
the 5th of August, for breaking into the Brown- 
Cow public house, at Mansfield, kept by Mr. 
Bowler, and stealing thereout a sum of money, 
and other articles, 
f 802 John Thornton and William Clarke 
'1803 Joseph Ginever and Isaac Dean 

William Hill, of Lowndham, was executed at 
Nottingham on the 10th of August, for com- 
vaitting a rape (attended with great brutality) 
ott Mrs. Sarah Justice, wife of a respectable 
farmer, at Bole, near Gainsbro', on the 28th of 
May, in the same year. 
1804 Joseph Gineyer and James Clark 

Change in the administration, and Mr. Pitt 
reinstated as Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
First Lord of the Treasury. 
IS05 BeaumoBt Marshall &nd George Thornton 
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Robert Powellja natire of Stafford, suffered 
the extreme penalty of the l&vr, on the 10th of 
April, for robbing the house of James Leemiogs, 
of Worksop. 

On tlie 3rd of November, Thomas Otter, of 
Treswell, near Betford; mnrdered his wife at 
Drinsey Nook, being the evening of the day on 
which they were married. He was tried and 
executed at LincoUi, at the following assis&es, 
and his body afterwards hung in chains on 
Saxilby Common, near the plaee i^^here the 
horrid deed was perpetrated. 

He was malicious and revengeful, and cruel 
to horses Mid other animals. A remarkable 
instance of which is related of him. Having 
cut out the e3fe8 of a living ass, he made an in- 
cision with his knife in the rump, on each nde 
of the tail, and -stuck them in ! 

1806 John Thornton, Sen. and Joshua Cottam 

1807 Joseph Ginever and John Mason 

1808 William Clarke and William Golland 

' 1809 John Thornton, jun. and George Hudson 

ISIO George Bailey and Thomas Welch 

181 1 William Clarke and John Hudson. 

1812 Bichard Chappell and George Thornton 

1813 Beaumont Marshall and William Cocking 

This, year £dO. was subscribed by theCor-^' 
poration;for the'dlstrcsstdipoor in BttssiayCOft-' 
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sequent upon the French invasion. 

1814 Joshua Cottam and John Dawber 

1815 John Mason and Jonathan Bankd 

Battle of Waterloo. 

John Hem stock, alias Black, a native of West 
Retford, was executed at Nottingham, on the 
23rd of March, for the murder of James Snell, 
at the Whinleys, near Clarhorough. His body 
was taken to the Gieneral Hospital near Not- 
tingham for dissection ; where his skeleton may 
at present he seen. 

1816 Thomas Welch and William Meekley 
'1817 ' John Kirke, Esq. and William Cottam 

The broad stone removed from the market- 
place, to its present situation. 

1818 John Parker and John Hoult 

1819 Darker Parker and William Cartwright 

1820 William Meekley and William Cartwright 

1821 William Clarke and William Cottani 

1822 John Thornton, Jun. and John Dawber 

Henry Sanderson^ a native of Carlton in Lin- 
dric, was executed at Nottingham, on the 22Qd 
of March, for the morder of William Carr, 
gamekeeper to Sir Thomas Wollaston White, 
Bart. 

1823 Joshua Cottam and William Cottam 

1824 George Thornton and Thomas Appleby 

1825 Ge6rgie Hudson and John Dawbei* 
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1826 John Thornton, Sen. and George Bailey. 

Joshna Smith and George Milnes, were exe- 
cuted at Nottinghana, on the 26tli of July, for 
breaking into the shop of John and Ann Wheat, 
drapers, &c. of Rampton, near this place. 

1827 John Cottam, Sen. and Samuel Hindley 

1828 John Pfcrker and William Elvidgef dat7(^* elect) 

PRESENT BODY CORPORATE, ETC. 

The Corporation of East Retford consists of two 
bailiffs, a recorder, a town clerk, and two sergeants at 
mace. The senior bailiff is chosen at nine o'clock in 
the morning on the first monday in August, from 
amongst the aldermen, and the junior bailiff at twelre 
on the same day> from amongst the freemen at large, 
the aldermen nomiifating two individuals who have pre- 
viously obtained their freedom : their names are then 
communicated to the freemen, and the choice of the 
person to be elected is determined by a majority of 
votes. 

The present Body Corporate is composed of the fol- 
lowing individuals, viz. 

LORD HIGH STEWARD. 

His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, K. 6. &c. &c. 

LEARKED STEWARD, (oR RECORDER.) 

James Clinton Fynnes Clinton, Esq. M. P. 

N 
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John Cottam, Gent. Senior Bailiff. 
Samuel Hindlcy, Gent. Junior Bailiff. 

ALDERMEN. 

John Parker, Genfc. William Meekley, Gent. 

John Thornton, Gent. George Thornton, Gent, 

Darker Parker, Gent. George Hudson, Gent. 

William Clarke. Gent. Francis Dewick, Gent. 

Joshua Cottam, Gent. Thomas Applehy, Gent, 

BEP0TY STEWARD, (oR TOWN CLERK.) 

Mr. Edward Cromwell Brown. 

SERGEANTS AT 3&ACE. 

' Mr. William Pearson. Mr. Williara Tootell. 

TOWN CRIER. 

Samuel Tomlinsoir. 

The senior hailifF, the aldermen ,^n J the Junioi; hailiff 
(during his year of office,) have each a gowij, of purple 
cloth, edged with fur. in which thpy usually appear at 
chuvch^ four times in the year. Two very elegant 
mace 8*^ wrought of silver, and grit over, are home 

* The form of the mace is derived from the may^pole, the 
arches of which springing from the ciFclet and meeting together 
at the moand or round ball, resemble the garland necessarily so 
formed to suspend it on the top of the pole. Maces of gold or 
silver wene used only by l^g^y lUkfiSdward III. granted their 
use to the mayor of London^ All other xities and towns in the 
kingdom being, by a royal precept, expressly commanded not 
to use maoes of any. oth«r metal tJian» copper. 
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before the bailiffs, on these, and other public occasions ; 
one of which (the largest) was presented to the Corpo- 
ration by Sir Edward Nevile, Bart, and on one side 
has the following inscription " E^ dono Edwardi 
Nevile, Milit, Sf Bart de Orove in Comitatu Not- 
Hnghami€B," On the obyerse, on a shield, a rose, 
«unn'onnted by a lion proper, surrounded by a circle 
l9n which Is engraved '* Villa de East Retforde : 1679." 
The lesser one, is considerably older and has no inscrip- 
tion, or other armorial bearing, with the exception of the 
King's Arms, and some emblematical devices^ it was 
given to the Corporation by Sit tServas Clifton, Bart, 
and M. P., as well as a large silver bowl, a sxnaller one, 
two wine bowls, two silver salts, and twelve silver 
s,poons. They have also a very stately silver "Cup, 
presented by the Earl of Lincoln^ which is genenU]y 
used at the Corporation feasts* 
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TH£ PARISH CHUllCH. 

In the year 1258, Gilbert de Tyva was made sacrist 
of the Catl^pdral of York, by Sewall, the then Arch- 
bishop, and was inducted into the possession of this 
church .(which had previously been dedicated to St. 
Swithin) on the Saturday next after the feast of St. 
Martin^ being about the 18th of March. On the 3rd 
of the nones of May, in the same year, the said Sewall, 
ordained the vicarage, along with those of Sutton, 
Everton, Hayton, and Clareburgh, in which ordination 
it was set forth, that if any of the vicars should happen 
to have less than ten marks per annum, the vicarage 
was to be augmented as it should please the Archbishop, 
For the continuance and well-being of the vicarage, 
it became necessary that some stipend should be per- 
manently fixed ; accordingly the said prelate endowed 
it as follows. 



Wiltsiy tit ^tttovri l^eat ttntu «oUtr 

9itno5( potrellodi^ antai puntm $c 
C^'Wiam qnosi SttV it ntUvvi a^ 
9Uar $!r ^atni^ta trel yauyil} tjniSlftm 
UlU littiwi igioUxCtfinoH. i^i ante 
^"*^^ a«qua tBitarCafS ifft niifinss. tapitafS 

vi* viii** pep deciam — **■ — ^ 

m^ tfot &r iTttojJ S>toelfn nt fotb a^ 
urm trel^eat arlbi^tu auj^mentari bi^ 

Retford. ^, » 

tartj ult* tietem jHarrai^ ottantu 
itntt^ qlr s^etu poi^s^Cnt j^ere s^at'lrote 
teneant* jsfe alt*o p« H^Ui'^n tttlii 
ntiitrhiu. acta. £ij\ Won. ^Maff. 
9nno trm millo* c, t^ quqnafitiimo 
ottabo. 

Having thus briefly introduced the steps taken for 
the establishment of the church, and also the means by 
which it was endowed for the support of those who 
might hereafter be collated to the living ; I shall lay 
before the reader the following extract from Torre's 
mftHttscript of the Archdeaconry of Nottingham, depo- 
sited in the archives of the Cathedral at York, wherein 
the substance of the foregoing document is set forth. 



* From the Register Book of Archbishop Greenfield^ remain- 
iiig: in the. consistory court at York. 
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RETFORD CH: OF ST. SWITHIN.* 

iChtitth.—the Ch: of East Betford was by Roger,t 
Ahp. of York given to his new founded Chappell of 
St. Mary and Holy Angells near the Minister of York. J 

* Si, Swithin deceived Ms clericAl tonsure, and put on the 
monastic habit, in the monastery at Winchc'ster, and was pro- 
meted to holy orders by Helmstan, Bishop of Winchester ; at 
whose death in 852, King Ethelwolf granted him the see. In 
this he continued ieleven years, and died in 868. 

t This Roger was the famous opponent of the celebrated 

Thomas a Beck^t. He, it appears, had g^iven the church to 

that place some time previous to the abbve endowment, as 

that prelate died in 1190, so that a ehunsfa had been in ex- 

. isteuee here long before 1268. 

I Mr. Luddington, who was vicar of East Retford in 1060, 
Informs ns that this chnpel wa]B "near the greater church of 
Yoktk 'y in which Roger placed thirteen darks of several orders, 
viz. four priests, four deacons, four aubdeacons, and one sacrist, 
to celebrate divine service according to the constitution of that 
chnrch of St. Peter ; for whose support he gave the moyety of 
the church of Ottley, the church of Evertou, the church of Sutton, 
With the ichlipel of Scrooby, and the church of Haylon, the 
ehnkt;h of ^eardsey. The tchurch of ClaVerly was of the gift of 
Williftm Scoly, that of Hoton of William Pannel, tfaAt of Hate- 
WQ6d of Amicia de RumeJly, and that of Thorpe 6f Adam de 
Brois, and Javette de Arches his wife, fiamo the chanter of 
York, was by the said Archbishop Roger made sacrist of the 
said chapel of St. Mary and Holy Angells, that in it he might 
dispose and order the service, and procure and minister to the 
chaplains, deacons, and 8ub*deacons^ what the avebbisbop had 
constituted for their food and rayment, &c, Every priest was 



J 



€it par(^ Ciutth- 06 



And being appropriated to it on the 3 non: Maij 
A, D. 1358. 

VitarQlse. — ^Abp. Sewall ordained that tbe Vicar 
of Retford sbonld have IQQs. out of theAlterage^ a^d 
tbe Small Tithes, viz. of ChiQkens, Piggs, Geese, and 
(be bread and wiae whieb shall happen to be brought 
to the Altar. 

In wch respect the Vicar shall repair the Chancel 
and find necessaries for them. And also answer the 
Archdeacon his procurations. 

And the Sacrist of that Chappell was to give the 
' Tithes of the Mills to the poor of the Town. 

In a book entitled " Nonarum Inquisitifme^ in 
Curia Scaccariit' referring to the reign of Jildward IIJ^ 
we find the following document respecting this church 
and vicarage. 

EST RETFORD. 

Jt qdnon veil ^ agn ecclie dc Est Retford p9 no tai g'e 
pcella capelle S'ti Sepulc an dee vz p ann, xj et no pl9 ^z 
nnlje. garb nz fen ad ^a ptin set iotvt oonsistit in aU<ig^ 
mQriuof oblqt ^ alu» mmut deci^ q tql j» ann. ad vejr val 
xt^. ij* iiij^ et de toto miegro pc^nt mi^ar de reofare C* p 
par cone sua. 



to have yearly ten marks, every deacon one hundred, luid every 
tnb-deacon six marks of silver l)y the hand of the sacrist, wb(y 
fvas also to have yearly, ten marks, (though (he rents whereof he 
was made procurator should happen to fall short to the rest) mtd 
, the*surplusage of all the rents, but was to act with all dili^ace 
arcording to tbe wili and direction of the said archblsbo|^."' 
Jlon, Jug I, vol, 2. page 137. 
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In tlic year 1392. this churcli contained two Altars, 
situate in a chapel''' at the back of the chancel^ one 
dedicated to St. Trinity the other to St. Mary, at which 
two Cantarists were appointed (by the bailiffs of East 
Retford) to minister daily: for the conducting ^nd 
support of which the following copy of an aficiejpt 
document will present a detail. 

COMMUNITIES CHANTRY, 16 AUG: Ab. 1S92. > 

"The Bailiffs and Comiinity of the Town of Retford 
having obtained the King^s license to amortiae, &c. &Ec. 
by the consent of Tho: Abp. of York, and his Chapter, 
gave, and by their Charter, confirmed to God, St. Mary, 
and All Saints, and to the Altars of St. Trinity and 
St. Mary, built in the parish Church of East Retford, 
and to Sir John, son of Robert Browne, of Tyreswell, 



* This Chapel was lar^^e, and appears to have extended to 
a considerable distance eastward, being: the burial place of seve- 
ral of the parishoners who died in affluent circumstatices ; thus 
we find that Thomas Maunton, of East Retford, BerABr, made 
his will, proved the 24th of May, 1425, grivins: his soul to God 
Almighty, St. Mary and All Saints, and bis body to be buried 
in the quire of St. Trinity, within the Church of St. Switltiin, of 
the said town. This and a number of others which our space 
will not allow us to mention, proves the fact above stated* We 
also find in 1442, Maud Wakefield died, giving ber soul as 
above, and her body to be buried in the quire of St. Mary's, 
within the said Church ; in 1443, Alexander Roley ; in 1455, 
John Roley; in 1450, Thomas Lord ; in the same year Ralph 
Hickson; in 1460, Thomas Strendall ; in 1473, William Gill | 
and in 1513, John Heln^s; each, and all, did as above. 
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ftiid StqtiMB M mndelene, Ohaplens, and their snccessors, 
the annnal renf of £1Q. 8«. sterling, issaing' out of 
9 Medsuages and 5 Tofts, in the Town of East Ret- 
ford, payahl^ quarterly, every year to the said Chap- 
lens, and their successors, for celehrating masses, and 
other divine services, at the said Altars for ever, under 
the forms following, &c. And also that there he an- 
nually on the 4th of Decemher one special obilt.cele- 
Igrated for them and their Comtinity by the Vicar of 
the Church, for the time being, and the said two Chap- 
kna with Placeto and Dirige, &c. And that the Vicar 
after the end thereof shall have 6d. and the two Cfaap- 
lena 3«f. a4>iece, paid by them and their successors, the 
Bayliffs of the town, &c. and that in every vacation of 
these Chauntries, that the presentation thereunto do 
(plenojure) belong to them, the said Bayliffs, and their 
Comtinity for ever/* 
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lath Aug. 1392 


Ddhl John Brown de TereiwelljCtp 


Com. de 
Retford. 


p. Mori. 


19ai April, 1401 


Bmi. John Maaham, Fl)r. 


ijdem 






DoM. John Frankydi, Cap. 


^dem 


p.Re«iff. 


1|CJ^1432 


Dm*. Biehard.Peyater, Pbr. 


ijdem 




lltK No«k 14S3 


Boa. Richard Thrampton, Pbr. 


gdem 






Dma Richard Webeter, Oq^ 


ydem 


p. Mort. 


3rd. 9ep. 1450 


Dma. Williani Hall, Cap. 


ijdem 


p. Mort 


ia|hllfareli,1458 


OnHL Robert OyD^ Pbr. 


Qdem 


p.Reaig; 


16th Sep. 1467 


Dmiw "nuMOBaa Underwood, Cap. 


qdem 


p. Mort. 


Sth J^ly, 146S 


SUM. WUUam Ricard, Cqi. 


ijdem 
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2^d May, 14S6 


Dmn Ricbar4 Wylia^ Cap. 


JSpmand 


p. Mort 


13th April, 1513 


Dma. John 803^ Cap. 
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Early in the 16th century it was found that this 
jch^pel, from age and decay> must soon become a heap 
of ruins, and several other parts of the church had bei- 
Qome considerably delapidated from the same cause, it 
was resolved that the chapel should be entirely demo- 
lished, and the church repaired with the pld materials. 
This tpok place in 1528, when a stone, pf which the 
followinj^ is an inscription, was placed over the door 
formerly the entrance tp the chapel, as a recprd of the 
event. 



ANO MVNDI : tUM 
aAO OHRISTI: 1582: 



In <^mparing the dates of the above |t wlH appear 
evident tnat a two-fold error has been committed. 



VIrst, a 'elironologica!|— -Secondly, ft clerical, one. 'A% 
it respects the first It utrill not excite much surprise if 
we consider the defective state of chronological corn* 
putations at that period, because, until the immortal 
Neirfton finally completed his theory, the data on 
which calculations of this nature had been made, were 
«Stremely erroneous, and an error of six years might 
«aia]y be accounted for ; but when we find 1682 substi- 
iuted for 1528, we may suppose the mistake to have 
originated with the engraver, who has either not dith 
e»mjm& ity-— or discovering, has thought the alteration 
witteeessaty. Be this, however, as it may, it is certain 
thfrt ^he stone was placed there in 1528, to commemo- 
rate the event previously alluded to. 

After the body of the church had undergone a tho* 
. rdiigh repttir; I find little worthy of particular notice 
I'esj^tingii: (with the exception of a regular and unln-< 
terrupted succession of vicars,) until the year 1651, 
when the tower, the chanciel, an^ a considerable portion 
of the rest of the building was blown down. The fol- 
lowing minute, duted November 4th, 1^52, from the 
book^ of th6 Cor]loffation, is almost the o&ly document 
now remalniiig relative to tli6 etent; itr states, 

" Thad the greatest' pm^ of the ehilrch of East Bet- 
ford, by the fall of the steeple, and other parts, had 
befeome very ruiAous and made a heap ef stones, and 
iM reiimindisr wa» i&iick shokett and injitred ; that the 
itfhslutaikts'bad been at a gireaif chai^ge mi po&t to jp- 
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psir the part of the church which was standing; biit 
were unahle to re-boild what had fallen down/(tlHi 
town beiag full of poor people, imable to eoalSribiild 
towards the charge, and being themselves char|feaU« 
to the rest of the inhabitants ;) that the bailiff;^, alde^ 
men, and conncil of the town, (whose names were ciife^ 
scribed,) had endeavoured, with the consent of th^ 
common burgesses, or the greater part of them, to 
procure the assistance of the neighbouring towns Uh' 
wards so pions a work, but finding that course fiu}, 
^they did, therefore, with one consent, orderund d«et«^, 
'that all the' messuages, cottages, lands, and heMdi€#- 
ments, belonging to the Corporation, or wherein they 
had any estate of freehold, either as trustees for 1^ 
use of the Free Grammar School, or otherwise, in the 
villages, hamlets, or parishes of Kirtoii, Willoughby, 
ahd Walesby, in the county of Nottingham, should be 
sold in fee-farm, only reserving the ancient and accus- 
tomed yearly rent then paid, or payable to the bailif s 
and burgesses for the use of the said school, and that 
the monies which should be raised, by such 8ale,.di0dd 
be-^Mploy^d towards re-building and repairing the aasd 
church, and steeple/' The charge of le-buiUing'tiie 
whole, amounted to about £1500. of which the greatest 
portion was paid by the Corporation. 

After the completion of the church in 1658, nothing 
particular occurs until tiie year 1687y when the oldest 
terrier of the Glebe lands, &c. now in existedce^and 
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#lj!ch, in all probability was tbe first belon^iD^ to tl^d 

^ri^rage, was drawn up and signed bj tiie Ticar, th« 

efaarohwardens, and three of the parishioners ; I shall 

ttierefore, after giving a copy of it, proceed |^ a geoft- 

rm\ description of the building, &c. as we find it M^ the 

Iktrsent day. 

F.r Aug: y« la. 1687, 

r^ ^ A Me 9c {rfset Terrier of all y"? Geab L«nda bdong- 

4Df to £ast fietford Church. 

/ -Imp? One Dwelling house contlunisg thxi»e Bays of 
IkoUing, one Layth containing two Bays of Buildiog 
I& one Garden with a Yard butting upon y^ Charejii 
¥Ardb on tbe West, & on the King*s Street on tha 

rAfulhi on y! School Orchard on y^ £ast^ ft Jos : Cot- 

;1iam-s Orohard on y! North. 

Tythes. 

All manner of Small Tythes with y^. Easter Book, 
and y^. Surplus Fees, & two Gates on y! Common. 

Signed, 

Wil}m.I>un8ton, «l%Vr. Wm. Wintringham, f%ar. 

Chriftfo. Byron, ^ilefi^rman. William Bunby, 7 CAurcA- 

* "fKos. Rawson, AMerman. Francis Hindley , \ ^^rdeiis 

The Parish Church of St. Swithin, which is a l^rge, 
well-proportioned, and handsome structure, is situate 

^ • • • 

., P9 the north side of Chapel Gate, near the north 
. .eastern verge of the parish, in a very convenient 



im 9^^t§ ^ »^t^tf. 



'mm 



sMUiatibii ; it is generally denominated the GoFpom*^ 
•tiOB CbuFclif not oniy on acconnt of its stand- 
ktg i^thin the borough^ bat also to distinguish it, ia 
general conversation^ from West Retford Church: The 
p^'esent edifice is, generally speaking, in the Gothicstyle 
of architecture, and in excellent condition on the oiit-> 
side, but only in modbrsCt^ fepair in the interior. JTt 
has a Tor-y handsome' square tower, cotitaining^«rxf hells; 
and the body, which is in the foi^ of a cross, consisls 
df a nave, ar chancel, two* side aisles, with noMh <and 
ebttth tratt^dept^ the whole ptetty well lighted, and ^n 
a comtnddfous plafi. 

The amhiteeture is evidieiltly of four dfliles; tlie old- 
est, in aU probability/ beliig Norman. N^i< thef pnlf^ft 
are the remains of two clusters of pillars w!tfi thcfir 
bases, and a fragment of tlie caps still remaining. 
The spring of the arch on each side of the nave has 
been altered from the form of a semicircle to the pdinted 
Gothic, but the alteration is quite app&reht. Ovef the 
porch (as may be seen 'by a reference to the frontis^ 
/nede^ris- the' mednlliwi of a .kifog on hhh tbrone/wHh 
a globe^and soe^tre ; this is probably of the same period, 
atfd mafy h&ve been placcid i&Ue piidseut situtftlcm afler 
the ruins of the first church. 

The next in point of age, is about the date of the 
original endowment, as a reference to the fine lancet- 
shaped window in the chancel, as well as to some otlier 
parts of the edifice, will testify. About the year'lSOO, 
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tlM -sbovt remid'^heMed wiadovof tlw SaxoM §0H 
w«f to tiiis peculiar atylei whiah CMitiiMied to he "&$ 
prevailing fashion of the times, imtil about tjie jeeiga 
of Sdward the tliird. 

iFhe tiro Jatter dates are both Gothie ;^ the earlior 
o€'the two being apparently of theifldrid »tyle of Heavy 
the seventh's age ; and Hm latter, that 4>f the reigaef 
Ghavles the seeoad. 

^e body off tjiis church is one hundred and dzteott 
leet tkc ia^^hes long, #ro« the 'Oiistisni modow to the 
areat^m entrance ; ftfty-ose £set iatoniMy , ^rom wsA ta 
■wall in the nave and side ai^es ; ^Igbtys-five feet fvon 
novth to sooth in the .centre, and ti»e oh^neel nincteea 
ieet. The largest portion of this space is takea «p 
ivitfa pews, some of which (those in tb^ soath aiek, 
the BOttthem transcept, and the chancel^) are regular 
and well sized, but the whole of those in the aave are 
aot 'Only Irregular in their construction and arraage- 
meat, but are extremely ill-adapted to accommodate 
that number of persons which the increasing popdation 
pf thii town necessarily requires ; if the wh^lo w^re re* 
pewed, IB such a maaaer ae a sense of propriety wiiuld 
dictate, eeveral additional sittfngo would bo obtained, 
witbout injury to any of the present proprietors, whilat 

^ I use tbe term Oofbi^ in t^ plficfs <^ bf ing generally applied 
tQ boildipgs of \\n9 descriptipn, though I fim aware t|ie term 
Saraceqic, would be more appropriate. Sffe Rct\ Mr, Beti" 
tham's ffiHory of Ely Caike^al, 
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siClalile aceommodfttion wonld be provided for soreiral 
ve$pe<^tabl8 fanlilies in the town.to whom aittizigs wouM 
be, highly acceptable. 

The height of the tower to the top of the pinoaclies 
Mirinetytsetea feet, and of the. nave forty •four feet; 
the cQof of the nave is suppoiit^d by piUars, daodeca- 
gonal in figure, andt tenninating with the small abacas^ 
over the arches are twelve deneatory windows, which 
have a very light and interesting appearance. Kone 
oC the windows at present ezbibrt any spe ^ we n of 
atained glass so as to allow us to give a desoription, 
bdng merely sock small specks as have hith^e^witlfe- 
stood the fury of the contending elements^ or what k 
more to be dreaded in some cases---»the rath hand of 
.the glaziers' apprentice. The western window ianearly 
new; formerly however, it could boasts its heraldie 
and other insignia, even so late as the yeai:. 1677, in 
which Thoroton wrote this part of his history of I^ot- 
tinghamshire ;'-^he thus describes it. 

In the West window — France and England, and Sab. 
Fretty Arg. a Carpenter's square Or, and I^A^Fretiy 
Arg. and Axe Shaft Or. and he$td Arg.— There was. 
Gnks a chief Arg. Hercy quartering Lee]^» — ^And GtUas 
a Saltier ermine, Neville, impaling Arg. a Chevr^ be- 
tween three stars (or B^nllets) pierced sable; and 
nnder the same all in one scutcheon, Arg. upon a Benid 
AsEure, three Crescents ' Arg. A few scattered pieces 
are to be found in the east^n window ; these however 
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-are nearly all the fenestra! embellishments which '.at 
j^reseut exist, though, without doubt, this-diurch in its 
earlier ages, contained many more. 
' There are at present four gaHeries, yiz. ene in the 
north aisle, another in the south erected in 1778, one 
over the west entrance in 1740, and another in the 
jRmdiem transcept in 1820 ; that in the north aisle, is 
eonsiderably the oldest, some parts of it being com- 
posed of old English oak, and the workmanship may 
be considered as of the fifteenth century; in the gallery 
over the western entrance stands the organ* built by 

• 

Mr. Donaldson in the year 1797> it is however much 
too small for the nave of the church, which, were it 
larger, and more proportionable, would have a very 
pleasiog effect : it has been in agitation some time to 
make a considerable enlargeiiient in the case, and, with 



* The first or§^an which this chnrch possessed came from the 
Theatre, at Newark, and was presented by Robert Sutton, Esq. 
and the s^allery erected at his expense, in 1770. In 1787 an 
additional stop was introduced by Mr. Casterton, of Lincoln; 
and in 1707, the present organ was erected, and the front of ihe 
old one taken to the chorch at West Retford. The following is 
a list of the organists, with the dates of their appointment. 



Sep. 14, TTTO, Mr. W.Witam. 
Nov. 12, 1778, Mi. B. Youog. 
July 28, 1781, Mr. I. Goodlad. 
Jnly 18, 1791, Dr. Miller. 



Oct. 8, 1797, Mr. John Gildon. 

April 25, 1799, Mr. T. Hand. 

July 2, 1807, Mr. J. Birch. 

April 4, 1822, Mr. J. B. Carke. r 



June 22, "ma, Mr. H. T. Bngg, prwnt Organitt. 
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f|e additioD of pedals, it might be made not only a 
beautiful ^cnament to the churchy but a credit to the 
town at large. 

The northern tranecept is generally known by the 
name of ihef' Bishop's choir /'a.ni I find it tobe snpposed 
by several, that a bishop has been interred here ; this 
is however, an erroneous idea^ as that name is derived 
from the circumstance of the bishop holding the eccle- 
siastical court here for the Deanry of Retford every 
four years ; the Archdeacon also delivers his charge to 
the clergy, &c. annually in this place ; hence the ap- 
pellation of " Bia)iop's Choir.'' This place is used on 
Sundays for the accommodation of the children belong- 
ing tp the National School, during the celebration of 
divine service. In an interstice in the north wall is 
a kind of clos^ti the door of which is secured by two 
Tery ancient locks, and an iron bar ; here are deposited 
the indentures of those who have been bound appren- 
tices by the parisk; it also contains a number of cer- 
tificates which were formerly demanded from every 
person on changing his residence from one parish to 
another. 

The chancel, compared with the church, is but small, 
and formerly was but indifierently lighted, as a con- 
siderable part of the wipdow was walled up { lattjerly 
however, this defect has been remedied, and the light is 
now considered to be too strong and glaring. Some 
years a|^ it was suggested to have it leased with 
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ground glass, edged with a slight relief of stained glaiSl6, 
which, if carried into effect, would have a very neat 
and imposing appearance ; hut as the requisite funds 
could not he ohtained without an appeal to the parish 
rates, the idea was ahandoned, and the subject fell to 
the ground. 

The vestry room is a small, hut very convenient 
apartment, fitted up in the year 1702, on the north 
side o{ the chancel, in which the parish vestries are 
usvally held. The parish chest, ' a pondrous ark of 
oak,' displaying on its front, three large locks, is also 
kept here, wherein are deposited, in the most confused 
and disorderly slate, the parish books from the year 
1687, together with the vouchers: it is much to he re« 
gretted that the contents of this chest are not so col- 
lected and arranged as to be ready at all times for 
reference, by those whose business may lead them to 
do so. 

The tower contains six well-toned bells, which, with 
the exception of the third (it being considered some- 
what too sharp) are said, not only to sound well, hut 
harmoniously. As many of my readers may be stran- 
gers to the belfrey, and not wishful to hazard an ascent 
up the awkward and difficult ladders, &c. which lead 
thereto, I shall briefly describe the ascent. The en- 
trance is at the angle formed by the junction of the 
south aisle and transcept, where, after ascending two 
'flights of stepSf is the door leading ta the ringing 

p2 
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chamber ; here the machinery belonging to the clock is 
placed ; from heuce yoii ascend a ladder into another 
chamber where is the chimes machine ; here also is an 
outlet to the roof of the nave; from this chamber ano- 
ther ladder leads to the belfrey ; the following is a copy 
of the inscriptions which circnmscribe the heads of the 
bells. 

First, or Treble Bell. 

THIS BELL WAS GIVEN BY ROBERT SUTTON ESQ? OF THIS 

TOWN. 1771. 
PACK AND CHAPMAN FECIT LONDON. 

Second Bell, 
JESVS BE ovR aaads. 1624 

Third Bell, 
FEARE YE THE LORD. 1658, 

Fourth Bell, 
GOD SAVE THE KING. 1660. 

Fifth Bell, 
ALL GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH. 1660. 

Tenor Bell, 

m 

GOD SAve his chvRch. 1590. 

From this place a small ladder conveys you to the 
top of the tower which forms an area of six hundred 
square feet, which is rendered perfectly secure by 
an embattled fabric raised five feet high. The old 
pinnacles, which were very diminutive in size, and 
Inferior in point of workmanship, were, a few years 
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ago, found to be considerably decayed, and in tbe 
year 1816, it was agreed that they should be taken 
down and new ones erected. The whole of the new 
part IS from the projecting ledge a little below the 
battlements ; the pinnacles, which are eleven feet 
high, are considered light and highly ornamental to 
the ancient fabric. 

Having thus given a hasty sketch of the church as 
it now is, I shall next proceed to notice, as far as my 
limits will allow, what must at all times be highly in* 
teresting both to the general visitor and the anti<j[uary, 
Tiz. the monuments and monumental inscriptions which 
remain, — ^probably the only records of those whose 
memories they perpetuate, which the all-consuming 
hand of time has not yet been enabled to destroy. 
Here, all alike, rest in peace; the dust has mingled 
with its kindred dust, and the sacred ashes of our fore- 
fathers repose in the silence of the grave ! It is not 
improbable but that several of these remains of anti- 
quity were demolished at the time the church was in 
ruins, either from the fall, or from neglect, — perhaps 
both, as three only are now remaining whose dates are 
anterior to that time, and out of these three, two are 
broken and defaced. The most ancient is in the 
bishop's choir, it is a massy tomb three feet two 
inches high, three feet eleven inches btoad, and six 
feet nine inches long; the inscription on the upper 
side, which circumscribes the edge is as follows, — 
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Along tbe centre of the stone is the under part of aA 
ornamental cross,'*' the rest being nearly obliterated ; 
on each sideband nearly in the centre^is the figures of 



* The earliest floor stones In churches which covered the re- 
mains of mortality, seldom had more inscribed upon them than 
the name and rank of the person interred ; en^aved crosses 
mtn then Isvlildilea, on aeoont oC it being aa iwlifntty to 
trample upon them ; aftenrards they were sanctioned and gene- 
rally used, great care however beiag taken not to 4read vipon 
them. 
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two shields^ which formerly contained three crescents 
upon a bend.— Close by, on the north eide> is a marble 
stone, on the floor, the workmanship of which is in 
excellent preservation ; the following is a copy of the 
inscription. — 

%u )at^t JojbattntK £mpt]b, fAtxitv, ire tfa^t 
Sletforlr, qui oUit M }fi$ fgttiii, ftnno 9om. 1496. 
Ctt)ttj^ atiimar yroprietiir 9tufl, 9mnr« 

On a stone at the east end of the bishop's choir, we 
find the. ^UowiBg.*— 

Wt fwet Soi^tintH * Wilttivlnfi He (Suit 

Sletforlr, jaertor of %a|^ton atitr (t^rlrstall, qui tO^iit 
28 |9etemfter« 9nno 1511. Cnjuii anmoe fvt^fvit^ 
tux StuHt Hmtn. 

Another stone not far from the above contains as 
under. — 

%ir jatet SioinnntH Benman, Srmfget^ qui oillt 
16 j^obember, 9tiiio Bom. 1517. Cujui^ atiCmar 
fvofvittuv 9tuii, Hmtn. 

The arms are, a cinqoefoyle upon a chevron, — twice 
cut. 

In the ohanoel^ on the north nde, is- an antique and 
ornamental mural monument, without date ; the inscrip« 
tion is as follows. — 

* The.snmaiiie to entirely obliterated $ In an pTobability the 
remains of John Helwys, y^m^ was vicar of thto church aboni 
thatpefiod;. 
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Hiejaeent 
AgtUqu et Oenerosa D&mus 
reliqiue 
Beatem expectantes Resureetionem 
Jacobi Lane et Anna uxoris 
iriutnjiliorum 
OuiUeUni TAonue ei Jacobi 
eijmae unuia Annae . 
Nee nonfratria JoAanni8,Jil\fqz ^us Jaeobi 
quorum omitAf m 
M.S. 
8lephanu8 Rose qui uxorem duxU Matiam 
Richardiftlij quarti M. A. olim Coll. B. Petri Cantab Socii 

Jlliam unicenn et haeredem 

Pio et grata aninw hocposuU Monumentum 

Ipsum breiti ruiturum. 

Nearly opposite to the above is a plain neat marble 
monument to the memory of William Rose, Gent., 
haviDg thereon the following eulogy. 

Near this place 

lye interred 

Uie remains of 

WILLIAM ROSE, gent. 

son of Stephen and Mary, 

educated at Peter Honse in Cambridge, 

M. A. sometime fellow of that College.— 

A bright and lively imagination 

conducted 

by attfong and comprehensive undentauding ; 

and Joined 
to a singular goodness of heart and generosity of spirit. 
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qualified bim 

for what he made the bosioess of his life> 

the pursuit and eixjoyment of truth ; 

thus^ 

what he owed to himself, 

the happy frame and disposition of his mind 

enabled him fiUIy to accomplish : 

what he owed to others^ 

his ill health and frequent indisposition of body 

would 4iot sufifer him so folly to discharge^ 

by entering into 

any of the learned professions ; 

for In many of them he might ha^e excelled, 

and become a public benefit ; 

but for this he made no small amends 

by the great merit of his personal example. 

In an age of general profligacy, 

both in principle and manners : 

he adorned the religion of his country, 

by the sincerest adherence to its Communion ; 

and the ^ost rational and zealous profession of its Doctrines 

and Moral Virtues, he recommended 

by the noblest practice 

of Temperance, Justice, Friendship, and extensive Charity. 

His family erected this monument 

to the memory 

of 10 excellent a man, 

and so affectionate a brother. 

He died in the ^8th year of his age, 

on the 27th day of May. 

in the year of our Lord 

1753. 
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On the north wall of the chancel is another plain 
marhle tablet thus inscribed : — 

TO PERPETUATE THE MEMORY 
OF A MOST AMIABLE WOMAN> 
IN WHOM WERE UNITED 
EVERY RELIGIOUS, MORAL^ AND SOCIAL VIRTUE, 
THIS MONUMENT WAS ERECTED . . 
BY JOSIAS COCKSHUTT, ESQ. 
OF WEST RETFORD, 
TO MARY 'his WIFE, 
WHO DIED 26th DAY OF OCTOBER, 1770, 
AGED 19 YEARS. 

On the same side near the east window, is a small, 
but elegant mural monument, containing the following 

inscription. 

To the memorsr of ROBERT SUTTON, Esq. 

whose body lies interred near this place. 

He was bom 11 Nov. 1699, at Kelham itt 

this county, and died 13th of Nov. 1T76. 

In 1720 he was appointed Secretary of the 

embassy to the congress at Cambray. 
He was afterwards Gentleman Usher to the 

late Queen Caroline. Master of the 

King's staghounds in Shirewood Forest — 

a Justice of the Peace— and Deputy Lieu^ 

tenant for this county. 

During a residence of many years in this 
Town, he was a benefactor to it in the fol- 
lowing instances ; he gave £100. toward» 
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bnildfni: the Town Hall,— £100. towards the 

Barnby Common Road— built Pelham Bridge — 

paid the assessment for the poor on new 

roofing the Church -^gave an Organ and a 

Bell to the Charch— £200. towards procuring 

the Queen's bounty^ and the dividend of a 

share in the Canal to the poor of East Retford forever. 

Tl^is monument was erected by his Relict Mrs. Mary Sutton. 

Exactly opposite to the foregoing is another^ from 
which we tranacrihe the following. 

TO THE MEMORY OF 

SIR WHARTON AMCOTTS 

OF KBTTLBTHOBPE PARK, 

IN THE COUNTY OF LINCOLN, BARONET, 

WHO REPRESENTED 

THIS BBSPBCTABLB BOROUGH IN PARLIAMENT 

DURIMO TWENTY TEARS. 

m DIED SEPTEMBER 26TH 1807, 

AGED 07 TEARS. 

THIS MONUMENT 

WAS ERECTED BY HIS AFrECTIOIJJATE WJDOW 

AMELIA THERESA AMCOTTS. 

The only remaining monument to he noticed, in the 

chancel, ia a small, but elegant sacophagus placed im^ 

mediately over Mrs. Cockshutt's, bearing the following 

inscription. 

Sacred to the Menoory of 

JOHN PARKBU, ESQ. 

foimerly an Alderman of the Corporation of East Retford, 

and traly resptcted by all who knew him : 

he died on the 17th day of September, 1785, aged M yean. 

q2 



.And also of PHILLIS PARKER Ms wife, 

who departed this life on the 2nd July, ISH, 

aged 91 years. 

A most affectionate wife, good mother, and sincere 

christian, ever to be regretted by her Family and Friends, 

This mounmeiit is erected by their son 

JOHN PARKER, ESQ. 

An oval tablet, on a dark gronnd, in the bishop's 

choir, gives us the foliowmg. 

RICHARD MORTON, M. A. 

vicar ol this Parish 

forty-nine yean, 

died AprU 20th, 1821, aged 7# years. 

To hii memory highly endeaicd 

his widow and two snrviving daughters 

coBfl^ratc this tribute of aflfection. 

Five children died in infancy, 

Mary, August S7tb, 1819, aged SI years ; 

George, M. A. and in orders Dec. Mh, 1818, aged 39 yean. 

On another adjoining this is a plain white tablet 
edged with black marble, inscribed as under. 

In nkemory of JOSEPH GINEFER, an Jlderman, </ 
Mt^ Borough, and a man of ir^^exible integrity ; who died 
greatiy respected, July \6th, 1827, aged 66 yean. By his 
ff^m, he bequeathed Three Hundred Pounds, to be mpptied 
for the use of the Poor Women of this parish for ever. 

Another marble tablet, in the north aisle commem- 
morates the death of five of the children of John 
Holmes, Esq. 

In the south aisle are placed four mural monuments. 



the first of which is to the memoi^y of Thomas Brumhy^ 
Alderman, and Mary his wife ; anotheif to the memory 
of Mary, the wife of Francis White ; a third to the 
memory of Thomas Welsh, au Alderman, of this bo- 
rough ; and the fourth (with a transcript of which 
I shall conclude the catalogue) to that of Beaumont 
Marshall, Esq. 

Sacred 

To the memory of 

BEAUMONT MARSHALL, 

An Alderman of this Borough, 

The estimation and respect in whiph he was held> 

By all ranks of Society, 

And the influence of his character in genetaf^ 

Sifikingly exempli^ed how much may be effected 

By integrMy of principle, 

And uprightness of conduct. 

If a regular and devont attendance 

On the ordinances of relig^ion ; 

If a faithful discharge of public Trosts 

And private Duties ; if many social VttttMs, 

United with unoMrOBlvie Charity, 

Could lastify a reasonable hope of Sahraiton, 

He might have had whereof Uy glory : 

Bot being deeply sensible of his utter 

Unworthiness in the sight of God, 

He trusted exclusively to the merits 

Of a cnicified Wwfova, 

fie WM einUtdy by Wt'm6 gtaeei^ 

To* support a tedkHuUlnen 

With comparative patienee and resignation, 

And departed this life in the blessed hope 
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Of a £^lorious immortality, 

On the 13th of April, 1826, 

Aged 67 Years. 

He bequeathed to the Bailiffs and Aldermen 

Of East Retford and their Successors 

One Hundred Pounds, for the benefift 

Of ten Poor Families, for ever. 

i THE FONT. 

The most curious, if not the inost ancient, piece of 
workmanship in the Church, itsi the Font, which stands 
on the left hand immediately on entering the great south 
door; the pedestal as well as the sculptured ornaments 
are in good preservation, with the exception of one 
flower^ which has been mutilated for some purpose or 
other ; it stands three feet nine inches high ; the pedes- 
tal is plain and neat, and on the under side of the 
body is the figure of a bishop (probably that of St. 
Swithin) holding a book to his breast. It is generally 
supposed to be the work of the sixteenth century. In 
the early ages of Christianity, fonts were kept in pri« 
vate houses, and sometimes placed in woods and other 
secluded places, but afterwards, they were introduced 
into the porches of churches, and subsequently into 
their interior parts. 

For the sake of record, I shall in the next place 
proceed to notice the iS^nef actional Ca&letj(, of which, 
in this church, there are four, viz. two in the bishop's 
choir, and two in the chancel. 
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IN THE bishop's CHOIR. 



Mrs. Hannah Saltmarsh^ daughter of Mr. John 
Smeaton^ Alderman of this Town, gave towards the 
repair and amendment of this Church, the sum of 
£100 — £30. towards the teaching of the poor chil- 
dren, and £20. for the use of the poor, to he distribu- 
ted at the discretion of the vicar. Mrs. Barbara 

Moody of this Town, gave in the year 1726, the sum 
of £24. the use of which is to be distributed upon the 
feast of St. Mark, for ever, amongst six of the poorest 
widows of this town, at the discretion of the vicar and 
the Senior Bailiff for the time being. 

George Wharton of this Town, Gentleman, gave one 
close in Dominie Cross to the head Master of the Free 
School, to read the Common Prayer on every Sunday 
in the afternoon in the Church of East Retford. An^ 
also five pounds per annum, out of his estate in Little 
Gringley, for the teaching and clothing five poor boy^ 
of this parish, not being the sons of freemen, for ever ; 
and also gave 15 penny loaves to be given every 
monthly communion for ever; and appointed John 
Simpson, James Wharton, Gentlemen, and Thomas 

Gylby, vicar, trustees for the same. Stephen Rose 

of this Town, Gent, painted and gave the history of 
the last supper for the adorning and beautifying this 
chaucell.* Mrs. Sharpe of this town gave the in- 
terest of twenty pounds, now in the hands of the Cor- 
poration, to be distributed to the poor, by the Senior 
Bailiff. 

IN THE CHANCEL. 

Sf Gervas Clifton, of Clifton, CouX Notts. Kt. and 
Bart, gave to this Corporation 1 large Silver Bowl, 



* This paintings is placed within the altar rails, on the sooth 
side of the chancel ; nothing: more, however, can be said of it, 
than that it is ** an ordinary picture of the Lord's Supper. '^ 
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Gilt, 1 lesser Bowl, 2 Wine BowU, 2 Silver Salts, 12 

Silver Spoons j and one Silver Mace. ^Lady Frances 

Pierpoint, relict of 8r. Henry Pierpoint, of Holme Pier- 
point, Couy Notts. Kt. gave an annuity of £10. to be 
yearly given to Ten of the most poor and aged people 
of this Town, and appointed the then Chapter of South-' 

well., and their successors, trustees for the same. -— 

Sir Geo. Savile of Rufford, CouY Notts. Bart, now Mar- 
quess of Hallifax, gave to the re-building of this Church 

the sum of 20 pounds. ^The Right Hon. Geo. Viis- 

count Castleton, of Sandbecke, Cou? York, gave a great 
-quantity of stone by which y« inhabitants were enabled 

to finish so good a work. Sr. Edw4 Neville, of 

Grove, Couy Notts. Kt. and Bart, gave to this Corpo- 
ration, a very stately Silver Mace to be borne before 
Mr. Senior Bailiff. — . — ^Sr. W"? Hickman, of Gainsbrb-, 
Couy Lin? Bart, gave to the Church 2 large SilTor 
Flaggons, 1 large Chalice with cover, \ large Salver for 

the Communion Plate. W™ Clarke of Walkering- 

ham, Couy Notts, gave by his last will 3 Pounds, to be 
distributed by equal portions at Lady Day and Michael- 
mas yearly, to 3 aged poor people and honest behaviour 
of this town, which sura is to be paid by his heirs for 
ever, out of his lands, of Gainsbro/, Morton, and Walk- 
rith. Cony Lin" and y* Minister and Churchwardens, 
arc authorized by the said will to enter and distraine 
upon y^ said lands in case y*' said sum be not paid ac- 
cordingly. Richard Sleswicke of this town, Gent. 

'gave all his lands and tenements whatsoever, lyiQg 
here or in West Retford, to y^ building and main tam- 
ing an Hospitall for 3 poor men of this Town, chosen 
by the Bailiffs and Aldermen, for the time being, wbo 
^re, by Decree of Chancery, appointed Trustees fpr tlie 

same. John Smith, of Worksop, Couy Notts.' gave 

to this town, 4 Pounds, in consideration that the Bai- 
Ifjfs, for y time being, pay yearly unto the Churclv- 
Wardcns eight shillings, to be distributed upon the feast 
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of St Thomas, Apostle, and upon Good Friday, to the 
iitost poor and impotent people of this town, at y^ dis- 
cretion of the Minister and Churchwardens, for y' time 
being.*— — John Coulby of this town, Tanner, gave 
5 sMlings more to be paid yearly to y^ Churchwar- 
dens, for y^ use of this Church, and 6 shillings more 
to be paid yearly to y* Overseers of y® poor, for y® use 
of y^ poor, and charged a dwelling house of his on the 
south side of y^ Church for )^ payment of the same,*** 
Mr. William Haughton, late Minister of Ordsall, Cou^ 
Notts, gave several Tenements and Lands situated and 
lying in y® town and parish of Ordsall, to y® Free 
School of this Town, and appointed the then Bailiifs 
and Burgesses, and their successors, trustees for the 
same, that they should out of the rents and profits 
thereof annually pay unto y® Head Schoolmaster, the 
sum of 4 pounds, upon y^ 1st of Jan^ & y^ remainder 
of y« rents and profits to y« Usher. — —W™ Wharton 
of this Town, Gent, gave to the honest poor people 
thereof, 40 Founds, and appointed y® then Bailins and 
Aldermen, Minister, & their Successors, trustees, en- 
abling them to dispose of it to y® best advantage, and 
y' rent or interest to be by them annually distributed. — 
On another table on the north side is the following : — 
Mr. Aid" Geo. Fopplewell, by Will in 1784, gave into 
the hands of the Corporation of Retford, Fifty Pounds, 
the interest to be distributed by the Bailiffs annually, 

to the poor of this parish. Mrs. Sarah Brown, of 

Sheffield, by Will in 1795, gave into the hands of the 
t!orporation of Retford, 20 Guineas, the Interest to be 
applied for the teaching of two poor Girls in reading 
and needlework. — —Mrs. Anne Woolby, by Will in 
1812, gave to the Bailiffs of this Town, an annuity of 
six pounds thirteen shillings and fourpence, charged 
upon Two Closes in Clarbrough Parish, called Long- 
holme, to be distribnted by the Vicar to twenty of the 
oldest and poorest widows or singlewomen of East 
Retford, every Christmas. 
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ji Catalogue of the Vicars of East Retford. 



TBMP. INST. 



8 Id. Sep. 1317 
6Kal.Feb. 1318 

3 Oct. 1349 

12 April 1358 
28 Nov. 1361 



24 August, 1364 
9 Sep. 1365 



15 July 1415 

9 Junii 1421 
26 Dec. 1422 

16 Feb. 1463 

14 July 1464 
12 Sep. 1464 
25 July. J-^^t 

10 Jan. 1483 
5 Jan. 1485 

11 Dec. 1486 
16 Nev. 1490 

15 Aug. 1497 

18 Feb. 1506 

4 Feb. 1512 
3 Feb. 1521 

16 Oct. 1556 

22 Junii l565 
22 Mail 1573 
14 Junii 1588 

r 

24 Feb. l6i7 

22 Sep. 1618 

Ult. March, 1640 
1661 

II July, 1674 

1701 

1751 



VICARII BCCLB. 



1772 

itoi 



Dnu. John de Sutton, deHaytefeld 

Dioc 

•Dnu. Richard de Shirburn, Pbr... . 
Dma. Roger de Dale, Fbr 



Dnu. William Fulbum, Cap, 



Dms. Roger de Waddeworth, Pbr 
Dma. John Gelle, Cap 



Dma. John de Eton 



Dms. Robert de Hay, Cap 

Dma. Thomas de Clawortli, Oip 

Dms. Thomas de Southorp 

Dms. Robert Cave, Pbr 

Dms. Robert Castleleyn, Pbr. . . 

Dms. Robert Holme, Pbr 

Dms. Richard Westeby, Pbr . . . 

Dms. John Lutfday, Pbr 

Dms. Thomas Margerv, Pbr . . , 
Dms. William Billrogfley, Pbr. 

Dms. John Geswe, Pbr 

Dms. Robert Gill, Cap 

Mr. Edmund Pendiay, Pbr . . . 

Mr. Thomas Karlille, Pbr 

Dms. Adam Nicholson I 

Dms. Hugo Bawgy, Pbr 

Dms. John Hel wes, Pbr 



Dms. John Helwj's, Pbr 

Dms John Coltman, Pbr 

Dms. John Thackbarrow, Pbr . . . . 

Dms. Nic. Holwell, CI 

Alvered Tempest, CI 

Christopher Say, CI 

George Turwyn, CI 

Jac. Colley, Pbr. B. A- 

John Watt, CI. M. A 

Henry Bate, B. A. 

Tim. Lnddington, CI 

Ouil. WhitringhuD, O. B. A 

Rev. Thomas Gylby, M. A. 

Rev. Joahtta Sampson 



PATHONI, 



R6T. Richard Blorton, M. A. 
ReT. Hmnub F. Beckwith. . 



Sacrista 
Capellc 

bteMar. 
Ebor. 

^dem 

ijdem 

ijdem 

Qdem 

ijdem 
ijdem 



gdem 



ijdem 
jdero 
ydem 
ijdem 



i]dem 
ndem 
ydem 
ytlem 
i^dem 
ijdem 
ijdem 
i|dera 
i.dem 
gdem 
i|dem 
ijdera 
iEpua vac, 
Sacr. 
Sacr. 

Capelle 
ijdem 
ndem 
P. and M. 

Reguae 
Elii/Reg. 

eadera 

eadem 
Will. Dme 
Cavendish. 
Will. Com 

Devons: 
ijdem 

Will.Com. 

Devon, 
ijdem 
The King 
Duke of 

Devon. 
Sir R.Sut. 
ton, Btri. 



VAC AT. 



pro.resig- 

Sro. vie. 
eMifne 
p. Mort 

p. Reng 

pro 
Eccla.de 
Scamp, 
ton Line. 

Dioc. 
p. Mort. 



p. Resig. 
p. Mort. 

p. Mort. 
p. Resig 
p resig- 
p mort 
p mort 

P resig 
p resiij^ 

p dimis. 

p mori 

p mort 

p mort 
p resii; 

p mort 



p mort 
p mort 
p mort 

p mort 

p mort 

p mort 
p mort 

p mori 
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THE METHODIST CHAPEL, 

Of which the accompanying engraving presents an 
accurate delineation, is situate at the east end of New- 
gate Street, and was erected in 1823. Previous to that 
time* however, the Methodists were not devoid of 
a place of worship ; this huilding was in Meeting House 
Lane (a narrow street hranching from Carrhill gate,) 
and to which It imparted its name. This huilding liad 
been ejected upwards of fifty years. From the in- 
crease in the frequenters of that place, it was found to 
be too small for their accommodation, in consequence 
of which, the present edifice was erected. Tt cannot 
be said, that the interior possesses any thing like gran- 
deur, hut it is generally allowed to he upon a metho- 
didal and well-arranged plan, being capable of seating 
upwards of eleven hundred persons. Behind this is 
the vestry, as well as a spacious school room used on 
the sabbath day ; a burial ground is also attached to 
the premises. On ea<ih side of the chapel is a house for 
the accommodation of the preachers ' stationed in the 
circuit. Hours of service on Sundays are at ten in the 
lAornihg, two in the afternoon, and six in the evening; 
also on monday evenings at seven o'clock. 

* In Mr. Wesley's Journal I find the following entry.-~<< June 

24th, 1780, 1 preached at New Inn ; afterwards at Newark, one 

of the most eleg^ant towns in England ; and in the evening at 

Retford, on, f I saw the dead, small and great, stand before 

Qod*:* 

R 2 



124 Wiitixv^ oi S^etlor^. 

A small white marble tablet, edged with black, com- 
memorates the death of Mr. Glater, the ^celebrajted 
author of " Every man his own Farrier^ and Cattle 
JOoctor/Vas foUowa— 

lo jMsaoiy of FftAVCIS'CLATER, of tbi» place, who departed this life on 
ttM S^Mty, 1823, agttd 07 yeanu.much respected. 

INDEPENDENT DISSENTERS' CHAPEL. 

TUis is a plain brick building, situate on the south 
aide of Chapel gate, directly on the confines of the pa«- 
rish, and was erected upwards of thirty years ago by 
a lady of the name of Bond, who resided at MortOB, 
near Gainsbro' : at this period it was dedicated solely 
to the worship of those dissenters who had embraced 
the tenets of the Countess of Huntingdon ; it continued 
to be used in that connexion for some years, and was 
then shut up for a season: after a succession of changes 
it was finally purchased by William Brownlow, Es^. 
of London, a gentleman well known in the religious 
world for numerous charitable and benevolent acts, 
who vested it in the hands of trustees, and presented 
the use thereof to the Society of Independent Dissen* 
ters, resident. in the town and neighbourhood, in order 
that it might continue to be devoted to the purposes 
for which it was originally intended. The interior, 
thongh small, has an air of neatness, and appeals to 
have been constructed rather with an attention to the 
accommodatiot 6f the pious, thdn with a view to ad- 
ventitious decoration. Adjoining the south end oi the 
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ehapel is a school room, where a number of scholars 
are gratuitously instructed in reading, spelling, be. en 
the sabbath day. 

The hours appointed«for the performance of divine 
service are, on the Lord's day, at half-past tep in the 
morning, and half-past six in the evening ; a public 
lecture is also delivered every Wednesday evening. 

On thtt west wall is phiced a small marbte taUel, 
bearing the following inscription,— 

Sacnd to the meAiory of RtCQA&D BCLLtVANt, who di«d the 17th 
September, 182l| aged 34 yein. He wm benevolent end generous, active in 
^ promotioA of the Redeemer^ b j pylai i , and dttanredly eateaned both aa 
a man andncbriftian, by all who know him. 



CHAP. VII. 



THE FREE GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 

King Edward the sixth, on the petition as well of the 
bailiffs and burgesses of East Retford as of very many 
others of the whole neighbouring country for the erect- 
ing and establishing of a grammar school there, granted 
and ordained that there should be a grammar school 
in the town of East Retford, which should be called 

^^Cjbt ifttt dBframmar ^cjftool of Ifttnt tflrlDsrtr 

tit *{):tjb/' 

for the education and instruction of boys and youths in 
grammar. And for the sustentation of the said school, 
his Majesty granted the then late Chantry of Sutton 
in Loundale, within the parish of Lound, in this County, 
in the seyeral tenures or occupations of Richard 
Styrroppe, John Waddesley, William Hollewell, John 
Thorpe, Christopher Whytethome, and William More- 
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ton, situate in Sutton, in Loundale, aforesaid. His 
Majesty also further granted all the then Chantry of 
Tuzfordy with all its appurtenances thereto belonging, 
then in the several tenures or occupations of William 
Ingham, John Elme, John Cuthbert, and Robert Gab- 
bites, situate in Kyrton or elsewhere in this County. 
His Majesty also further granted all the then late 
Cliantry of Anysley, with all its appurtenances thereto 
belonging, then or late in the several tenures or occu- 
pations of John Pynnor, Edmund Vathley, Richard 
Mayfield, Christopher Bynk, Christopher North, Nicho- 
las Bagley, and John Sterman, situate, lying, and being 
in Kyrbie, Ashfield, Morton, Anysley, and Bleesbye, 
or elsewhere in this County, with the appurtenances to 
the said Chantries, or each of them, in any manner be- 
longing ; and which messuages, lands, tenements, rents, 
reversions, services, and all other premises, were then 
extended to tbe clear yearly'value of Fifteen pounds 
five, shillings and threepence farthing, to hold the 
same to the aforesaid burgesses of the town' of East 
Retford, and their successors, for ever. His Majesty 
also gave the said bailiffs and burgesses, and their suo- 
cessors, authority to nominate and appoint a master 
9jid undermaster, as often as such situations should 
beqome vacant ; and that they, with the advice of the 
Archbishop of York for the time being, should have 
. power from time to time to make fit and proper statutes 
for the government and direction of the master and 
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nndermaster, touching and obnceming the same school. 
His Majesty also granted them aiithority to receive 
and purchase to them and their successors^ any other 
lands and hereditaments^ not exceeding the clear yearly 
value of twenty pounds sterling ; and also willed and 
ordiuned, that all the issues, rents, revenues, and pro« 
fits, as well of the said messuages, lands, and tenements, 
given and granted, as of all other the lands and here« 
ditaments thereafter to he obtained and purchased, 
should from time to time he laid out and expended fot 
the support and maintenance of the school aforesaid, 
and of the master and undermaster of the same school, 
or for other thiugs, touching and concerning the same. 
In conformity with the King's ordinance, the bailiffs 
mud burgesses of East Retford with the advice of Hol« 
gate, Lord Archbishop of York, agreed upon the rules 
and regulations which are dated the 30th of April ^ 
1552, for the government' of the said school, wherein 
the course of study and discipline is prescribed ; it was 
aU« ordered that two' sufficient houses should be pro* 
vided for the master and undermaster, jent^free; and 
^Aat of the above mentioned sum of fifteen pounds five 
sluUings and three pence farthing, the master should 
receive for his annual salary, the sum of Ten Pouudii, 
and the undermaster the remainder ; with such an in* 
Drease afterwards as to the bailiffs and burgesses might 
teem convenient to make. From this period it. does 
not eziactly uppoar what the master's salary was until 
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•the year 1764> when it is stated td be £2&peraDiiun 
including £4. the interest of certain property wbtcfa 
bad been bequeatbed by tbe Rev. William Honf^tos^ 
consisting oi an estate at Ordsall; tbe will in d«ted 
June 23rd, 1763, and devises tbat £4. should be paid 
yearly to (tbe bead master, on tbe Jst of January, and 
the ren^ainder unto the. usher) tbe estate is n6.w let at 
about £28 per annum. The master' js salary remain- 
ed stationary from 1763 to 1801, at which period the 
present master was appointed, wb^n it w.a^ raided to 
£53. and in 1813 it wa? further augmeated to £8Q. 
a year, but uo salary has been paid, him since Lady- 
Day^. 182L From 1763 to 1^1, the usher's eaifti:y 
wa^ £21 and from thence to within the last feiw y^avs 
.^E^ per annum ; at present it is £40. 

Tl^e property of the Chantry of Tuxford is atfttevi 
in tbe letters patent to have been situate at Kirt(Hi» 
and elsewhere ; but the- Corporation arc not at present 
in possession of any estates at Tuxford or ai Kirto^^ 
By a deed dated the 30th of April, 1583, the estate at 
Tuxford was sold for £50. and conveyed to. ^Jol^i 
Whyte^ gent, and his heirs. Thi& estote has lately 
been purchased by his Grace the Duke of Newcastle. 
. The remaining property in this Chantry a|>pearB to lie at 
Kirton; and by indenture dated the 224d of Novenb^, 
1552, was granted to William Ingham, and Isabel lu9 
wife,,for a term of 21 jea^rs, oa tbe .surrender of iwo 
former Icasea granted by Johu Cresswell, then late 

8 
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chantry prieait at Tuxford ; the reserved rent of t^ 
property, which is described as two farms of husbandry, 
&c. &c. in Kirton, being 40#. aniiuaUy. In 1 638 a lease 
was granted to the Earl of Kingston, of two farms in 
Kir ton, at the rent of 40^,; and another lea^e fpr 21 
years dated 1647, of the same premises, to ^h^ JVf ar- 
quis of Dorchester, son of the Earl of Kingston, .at 
the same annual retit ; the quantity of land appeari^i^ 
to have been about 90 acres. By indenture beariBg djftte 
the 11th of August, 1656, the bailiffs and burgeases, i^i 
consideration of the sum of £800.^ demised th^, ^j^d 
premises at Kirton and East Markham, to thfi Eaii iqrf 
Ch|re,and his heirs, for a thousand years, aithe, ate^0- 
ral reserved annual rents of 40s, for the premises at 
Kirton, and 17«. for those in West.Mai^ham. The 
property is now belonging to the Duke of. Newcastle, 
whose estate in Kirton alone, is understood to eoiistst 
of about 150 acres, and to produce a rent of aboat 
£200. a yean . ^ 

The property then appertaining to the Anaesley Cbaa*- 
try appears to have been situate atKirkby iu Ashfield, 
Annesley, S|oreton, and Bleesby ; but the Corpocatipn 
are not at present in possession of airy properly jit 
Kirkby in Ashfield or Annesley ; that belonging to them 
at Moreton, consists of a house, 15 acres of laiid^a^d 

^ For an aeconnt of this pi?operty, and the way In wIMiUhe 
proceeds were applied, see the accomit <rf^«tfa^Par»}i Cjhwf^/' 
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a^ate on Moretqa Common, valued at about £22. per 
annum. The estates of the Corporation at Bleesby 
(Tonsiist of four houses and about 120 acres of land> let- 
ting at about £158. per axmum ; but the Corporation 
claim part of these in their own right, as in several of 
ilie schedules annexed to old leases, lands are describe 
ed as lying betwixt, and in other instances bounded 
by lands belonging to the School at East Betford; 
and that one of the schedules containing such reference 
fs entitled ** Schedule oi the lands belonging to the Cor«> 
poration \** but since the Commissioners of Charities 
came, their report sets forth '' that it is incumbent on 
the Corporation to make out the distinetion between 
them/' and in which they have failed. The estate 
at Louud belonging to the Corporation, consists of 
a house and 84 acres of land^ which is let at about 
'£165. per annum. 

Towards the conclusion of the seventeenth century, 
certain proceedings were instituted against the then 
'bailiffs, &c. under a comnrission to redress the misem- 
ployment of lands, goods, and stocks of money there- 
tofore given to charitable uses, when the Jury found 
^on Inquisition taken before the Commissioners, that the 
i^ents, profits, &c. had been misapplied for 79 years ; 
^d the Commissioners decreed that the bailiffs and 
burgesses should within one month after notice of the 
f<deovee> pay to the then master, (Mr. Henry Boawre) 
the Slim af £3372. 4^; 4d. being the amovnt of monies 

82 
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Withl>el<] from the charity ; and further ordered that 
♦hey should pay yearly to the Schoolmaster the whol« 
of the rents of the said lands and premisea, and such 
tfTtms as they should aflerwards receive from any leftssea 
thereof. Exceptions were taken to this decree on rae«* 
count of the extent of certain laws under which the 
Commissioners had acted, and afterwards an answer 
WdLB put in to the exceptions, hut nothing morewcis 
done in! the case; most likely the ahandonment wa» 
|>rodaced by it being found that the decree eould not 
be supported in consequence of the exceptions In the ' 
Btatttte. 

' The present building (which is situate on the north 
side of Chapelgate) was erected in the^ear 177^9 «a 
the site of the old school-room, at an expense of £290 
and' a new house adjoining/ for. the residence of the 
master, was built in 1797> which cost £3M. and after*" 
.warism farther amount of £94. wws' expended in Im* 
iprovements and additional batldiags. In the year 
1810, the Hsher's house was bmk at the charge of 
£l^6. 16^. Sd, upon the scite of the old houses for- 
merly occupied botrii by the mastep and vuAi^r ; thus 
'the total amount expended on the baikRngs, Bee, of 1^ 
sdiool tttid its appendages is £ 130 1 . 1 Is. Sd» 

In the year '18I9> the Commissioners, appointed by 
an Act of Pailiament, hr inspecting the cMBerant 
xhaetties in England and Wales, visited this place for 
'the purpose of looking into the documents in poe^^ssion 
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6f the Corporation^ and of hearing such ^denee rela^ 
tlve thereto, as they mi^ht beahle to obtain: thi 
COfDmiasioncrs were enf^aged several days, and not^^ 
withstandrag the most diligent search, it was found 
that several ancient documents, which would have be<iA 
ef eonsiderable use in the investigation, were not (i»tk»' 
isomng. In order however to account for this, it 
appeara from a memorandum in the possession of th0 
Corporation taken during the proceedings in the Court 
titf Ciiancery, in 1699, that a hutch, wherein th6 
writings belonging to the Corporation were fortoeirly 
deposited, was kept in the church, and that whea 
the church fell in 1651, the hutch was broken td 
'pieces, and many of the writings lost or destroyed. 
^ Since 1819 a partial hearing of the case has been 
■faftd'befin>e the Vice Chancellor, when it was ordered 
4hat the whole of the documents appertaining tbet^eto 
efhoald be laid before one o€ the masters in chanoety, 
who should report thereupon. 
• > 

TftE WATIDNAIf 8CH09U 

' It appears that amongst the ancfents a system df 
'national education was considered as essentially neee^* 

sary towards the well-being of the community, and 
liighty conducive to train a citizen from birth to matd- 

iffy, in such a manner, that he might be prepared tii) 
'l^rfbrm the civil dtities of his station, and assist in tKe 

defence of his country : licnce the histories of Persfe, 
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of Greece, and of Rome^ clearly prove, that so long as 
this system, under certain modifications, continued 
general and operative in these countries, they were 
safe ; the magistrate was incorruptible — the citizen was 
virtuous. The clergy of the established church, in this 
country, were not unacquainted with this fact, and to 
provide the like security for England, they, in Cotk-^ 
junction with other influential individuals, succeeded in 
establishing National Schools, where the children of the 
poor are admitted at such an age when their minds 
are post susceptible of those impressions which are 
iiec<ytsary to the formation of a good a&d useful 
chara^jter. 

The National School, for boys only, is situate pn the 
south side of Chapelgate, and was erected in the year 
1813 ; it is seventy-five feet nine inches in length, and 
thirty<^ine feet nine inches in width, and is capable of 
.accommodating 160 scholars. It was first openeil on 
the 20th September, 18.1 3, under the preaideney pi 
His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, for the purpose of 
promoting the education of the poor, in the prindiplea 
of the Church of England, (on Dr. Bell's systeiOb) 
auxiliary to the National Society established in JipiMl'^* 
under the patronage of his present Majesty, then Prince 
of Wales. At this period, and for some years ^fttfr- 
ward«, it was well supported by a long list of voluntary 
contributions ; but latterly^ from the deaths of aabecri- 
bers, and other oauses, the funds have been ia UkA'^ 



cliniog state, and witliout the inhabitants of. the town 

* ■ . ' 

ftiid neighbourhood come forward in its behalf, not only 
its success, but its duration will be extremely dubious* 
Froni the beneficial effects which have already been 
produced on the characters of several, who have now 
ia*rived at manhood, and who received their instruction 
uud^r its roof, it is surely not too much to request, — 
.and that most earnestly, that the charitable, and those 
who are favourable to the fimeliorating the condition 
, #f the lower orders of society, will come forward in its 
.behalf, remembering that the religious education of the 
jKior tends to make them not only better men, and 
better subjects, but also better christians: 

TBBASDftBBS Sir W. B. Cooke, Bart. ChUdtrt^ JMljambe, and Parker, 

SBCBBTABlB&—12n^. T. P. BfckwUh, and Rev, fTiUiam Monld, 
Master.^ Jfr. /. 8. Piercy. 

bleswigkb's hospital. 

' ' ^he following summary of the will of the donor, 
inade the 5th of May, 1657> will explain all the cir- 

' eaunstatces appertaining thereto. 

Richard Sleswicke, by will, (dated as above,) be- 

(^eUthed certain of his property to his wife, and one 
"y^ttr after her decease, to descend to Edmond Mldwin- 

"^ lei-. Thd rehiainder of his property he bequeathed to 
'Eiward Neville, Esq. Francis Stringer, Esq. John 
m^yner, Gent, of Great Drayton, William Booth, of 
Lanehaira, and Mr. Widwinter, in trusty " for the main- 

^^teiiance of six poore old men of good carriage and be- 
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^»viour> every of tbem to ree^e three po«ndd 'she 
^biUiogs and eight ^penee yeftrly at Somit times inthe 
.year/' Hi^ then dwelling house ^e8.4)rd«?ed' to be 
p^Terted into ''a Jiodpital and cbaritabk <house> to be 
4Mled and called by tliie name of fiAHt tre 8(tit/' 
^hotse .q( \ih own Mood and kindred £etlHng' into povttify 
.to be preferred thereunto before any other. Th^ «p* 
4M>unts relating tbeireto to be audited annually intfae 
%week next before Eastern at vrhieh a disnerr was to he 
rproTided out of the funds ol tbe estate. The will wae 
/prored during tbe.proteetorate of GroiBir^l/oB> tl£e 
2andof May, 1668,, v . . ■• • 

For some years the trust was properly attended fo, 
until about 1680, when 4'om the deaths of nearly the 
who)e of the truistees; it becariie the subject of* a Chan- 
cery suit ; the decree relating thereto was made on the 
16th of July, 1681, whereby It was ordered that Fran- 
cis Stringer, of Sutton, the only surviving trustee, 
' should give up his trust, which in, future should be 
vested in the Corporation of East Betford i this took 
place on the 29tli of July, in the same year« 

' In consequence of the building being old and m]ich 
decayed, the Corporate body resolved to. pull it doiirn, 
and erect a new one in its stead ; this was done in 
1806 : over the entrance which fronts the vest end of 
^ the church, is the following inscription.— ^'' aV^a^y^ n^ 
lyieu, ex dono, Richardi Sloswicke GenerosL rc-iuUt 
1806. Beflumont Marshall, George Thornton^ Qenf* 
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3a^^,*' It 19 finished in the inezzo-gothic style 
o^*' ^architecture^ and forms a comfortahle asylum to' 
ttiofl0 whom age and infirmities hare reduced to he* 
oome iH inmates. Of late years it has chiefly h'een 
filled lip hy aged hurgesses, and others^ who were pen-^ 
s^oaers on the Corporation fands ; hut however great 
may ha the claims which hurgesses possess, I apprehend 
the doiior never contemplated that it should he appro- 
priated to their benefit exclusive of other inhabitants 
resident in the borough, if such had been his intejitions 
they would undoubtedly have been so expressed in the 

» • • 

Will, but so far irom that being the case, neither the 
Corporation nor burgesses are either mentioned or 
hinted at. At present the allowance to each poor man 
is two shillings weekly. The estate originally left for 
its support, lets for £83 a year and upwards. 

THE ALMS HOUSES. 

It is generally understood that the dofspments relating 
to this ancient charity are entirely lost, and that th<9! 
estates with which it was endowed have either been 
sold, or so mixed up with the other estates of the Cor- 
poration^ as to be undistingaishahle. Who the founder 
was is likewise involved in the same mystery. Until 
1823 the Alms Houses occupied a place on the west 
side of Carrhillgate, but were in such a dilapidated 
condition, thfit the Corporation reaolvod to take them 
dtvn; tiic site was sold, and fhe piresent Imilding 
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erected -neBT Chapelgate, forming part .of the vest ^ift 
9f au intended street, from tkence to Newgate Street* 
Tfae nimiber of houses have been augmented firom sarea 
to nine, each of whieh affords shelter to two poor 
women, who are appointed Vy the Corporation ; which^ 
with the exception of a certain qvaatity of coals yearly, 

tomprises the whole of the benefits they reeeife. • 

.1 . . 

THE BORCA8 CHAKXTY. 

Under the foregoing title a charity was institnte^ m 

January, 1823, for the purpose of famishing the poqf 

ft 

with clothing at a cheap rate. Patroness, Her Giiis^ 
the Duchess Dowager of Newcastle. At present it ia 
supported by annnal sibscriptions cf i^,* each from 
about one hundred and twenty individuals of the town 
and neighbourhood ; and judging from the last pablished 
report, its finances are In a flourishing condition, 
(having a balance in the savings baak of £73 5«. 4d,y 
The business is superintended by eight ladies, and 
a treasurer ; aad any poor person wishing to be relievett 
anust apply to a subscriber for a ticket, upon shewing 
whieh, on the day of sale, they are allowed to purchase 
toeh articles (at half price) as they or their children 
stand most in need of. The number of indivMuala 
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benefitted by this charity during each year amounts 
nearly to tiro hundred. 

TEBASVEBS.—Jfi't. BtekwiHL S^CBBTABT.'-JIw. T. F. BeekwUk 
BBNEVOLENT SOCIETIES. 

This Borough contains five of those useful and pro^ 
▼ident associations^ called " Sick Clubs/' which at 
present are held at the different public houses ; but in 
consequence of a deficiency in the funds, it has been in 
agitation to have the business transacted in a pritate 
room, and to be at no expence whatever save a dinner 
lit the anniveri;ary. The ''St. George's Indepen* 
' Aftnt Lodge of Odd Fellows/' have likewise a fund 
in a highly flourishiDg condition, and from the princi* 
*ples upon which it is fouoded, no doubt is entertained 
mfits being a great and lasting benefit to those bro- 
'^ers Krho are members thereof. 

Besides these institutions there are others both of 
a charitable and religious nature, such as the Lying-in 
Charity, the Bible Society, the Church Missionary 
ISociety, &c. &c. which our confined space alone pre- 
vents from more particular notice. 
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CHAP. VIII. 
Mourn— Cjbe ^9o^t (©ffite— C6^ SSamIt— CJe 



' ' ' " THE S<iUARE, AND THE MARKET PLACE. 

_ <« I . f ^ ' 

There is perhaps no town of the same magnitiide in 
England that can hoast of a more spacioaaSqaareaiid 
Market Place, than this ; in form it is a kint} of I-} aad 
let the stranger approach it from what quarter soever 
lie may, his mind will at once he impressed with the 
neatness and elegance which is every where visible 
around him. The Great North Road, in a kind of 
circuitous direction, runs through the centre of it; when 
journeying northward, the traveller has the Market 
Place to the right, and the Square to the left. ' file 
old Town Hall, which stood upon the same gvonad as 
the present one, was erected in 1389, and pulled down 
in 1764. 

Ahottt one hundred and thirty years ago the Mailcet 
nace was unpaved, and a ditch, or common-seweiV '^^s 



m 



Cie |^««rt, tct. 441 



opcA froaa BorfSi to socrth, by the side of which stood 
ifiveoM tiees ; in eopsequence however^ of the ill effects 
whicfi the noxious e£3uvia arising therefrom^ had iipoii 
the health of the inbabitiints^ it was ordered to be 
covered in, the treea were taken away, and the Market 
]^ace paved in a regular manner. There is, however^ 
jso doubt but that it had been paved at some* an te^ 
.rsedent period, as a pitched pavement, about three feet 
below the present one, has been found in several parts 
of the town. 

The west side of the Square is chiefly occupied as 
fuivate residences, at the west end of the south side is 
the banking estal^ffliment of Messrs. Sir W. B. Cooke, 
fyi^L & Co. the major part of the remaining buildings 
jtre eoaverted into respectable shops. The market is 
held oa Saturday ; and, acoording to one of the charters, 
ih^ Corporation have the right of taking tolls upon 
'Com^ &c* coming into the market for sale, which right 
.they formerly exercised, but of late years it has been 
.lilNMrally dispensed with. At a common hall held oh 
the 18th of March,' 1776, '' It was ordered that the 
toikibf oom, fruit, and the bridge be free from the 5th 
/of Aprtli following/'' and the resolution was ordered^to 
^boadjrectiaed in the Nottinghsm, York, and Cambridge 
|»ape«i. ' There is 49ne evil however yet remaining which 
demanda particular notice, but, by directing the 
.4idN«titi«it.j of the . proper authorities thereto, it will 
fMroteUy be. shortly romedied^ I all«de to the piaetiee 
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of forestalling, which is here carried on to a most 

Bhamefttl extent, to the great injury of the inhabitants; 

this not only extends to the btiying up of the frait/&c. 

{by the hacksters, who attend here from Sheffidd, and 

other parts of the south of Yorkshire,) but also to 

batter^ fowls, eggs, &c. Surely a stop might be put 

to this increasing evil : if the Corporation would appoint 

a proper person to look after these matters, and 

determinately resolve to punish all those dealers who 

are found guilty of regrating or forestalling, we should 

then cease to hear the numerous complaints which 

are weekly made ; the town's people would have an 

opportunity of enjoying the necessaries of life at a more 

moderate rate, — ^the poor would be greatly benefitted^ 

and the inhabitants generally would hail it as a measure 

fraught with the most advantageous consequences* 

The market which is held on Saturday is tolerably 
well supplied with fish from Hull, wluch,in consequence 
of the steam packets plying daily from that port to 
Oainsbro% is generally fresh, and of a good quafity: 
river fish is also plentiful, and the large eels from the 
Idle need no recommendation here. The Gambles are 
supplied with beef, mutton, &c. not inferior to any ia 
the kingdom; indeed few places are so advantageously 
situated ia this respect as Betford. To the cast of 
the town is the finest tract of rich grazing land, atosg 
tlie course of the river Trent, that England ean pro- 
doce ; whilst to the west thie mutton wMeh is fed fnna 
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Ibe produce of sandy soib folly supports the name 
which from time immemorial has charaeterizcd the 
1»reed of forest sheep. The fairs are two in the year, 
▼is. on the 23rd of March^ for cattle, &c. and on the 
2nd of October, for hops, cheese, &c. A hop market 
was likewise established a few year^ back, it is held on 
the first Saturday in Noyemher.^ 

THE TOWN HALU 

It is greatly to be regretted that whilst other places 
baye had their historians, and their draughtsmen. Bet- 
ford should fdMT centuries haye been devoid of both ; 
this deficiency cannot however, he said to have arisen 
from a lack of objects, because, (until within the last 
century) lew places of the same size could boast of 
a greater yariety, amongst which the old Moot Hall, 
ittay* not inappropriately be mentioned ; now however, 
BO traces of it are left, and no sketch, to my know- 
ledge, at present in existence. In form it was some- 
thing similar to the present one, 'though of smaller 
dimensions, built on the same site, chiefly of wood, in 
the post and pan style ; the roof very long, and covered 
inth heavy slates ; the windows, of which it contiuned 
tffz, were totally devoid of glass, its place being supplied 
by iron stauncheons, with doors of wood inside to pre* 
vent the intrusion of the weather ;• the main front was 
to the east, with the entrance in the centre, its approach 
being by a fll^t of very broad ^tone or wooden steysr 
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The roof w^8 sarmpaftl:^ bf a>siDiJl cupol^v of ajverj 
linti<|^atedappe)|rancej cantalniqf ^:belli,bji| nor eiock 9 
this bell was rung atttbQ coxomencecaent .of the 
markets, and was also used for sammoning tb^ lohalsuh 
tants to attend tbe courts^ the sessions^Jic. . UadiC'^ 
neath the hall, were the shambles similar to the.pref^ml^: 
The body of the hall was usually appropriated IPitbe 
jierformance of theatrical and other amusements, until 
at length it was deemed imperatively necessary to take^ 
it down, to prevent it from falling, and on the pf>h\ot 
August, 1754, the Corporation resolved upo|i Us 4^1^ 
molitioa. ^ ,0 .<ix 

The foundation of the present structurt w^s l|id ji| 
the year 1755 ; great precaution was used to 9|K^I(^^ i^ 
permanency, in consequence of the defecJilFe sA%^ea( 
the sub-soil, the corners as well as some Qtbar.£ifaxt% 
were laid upon eld millstones: the elevation i|,/cpi}\ 
two plans, one by Mr. White, and another liij(.j|d(fn 
Watson ; the former gentleman devised the dec^raUf^s 
pver the centre window, the latter aeairly the w)iQ^ of, 
the remainder. In the tympan, which form^ a t^Unn 
gular projection, are placed the armorial li^^^f^v^^^ 
the town, which are two falcons respecting each.ptJlMM^ 
upOa a handsome shield, cut in freestone. The^.p^t^ 
of the toof is finished by a neat cupola, surmou9j(;ed/b](, 
the four quarters ^of the horizon and a we^l^^^oqt^f 
under this the bell on which the clock strikes^ is^.^^uA? 
pcudcd, and a dial is placed on each of the pi^pf^l^ 
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quatters. Hie. entraniee Is at the iloftk end, and 
theTiedtor id particularly stmek with the neatness and 
ele^^ee which presents itself to the eye on entering 
the place; at the upper end of the tdom,^— which is 
seveBty feet iiy twenty-^lx feet, aiid twenty feet high, is 
an elevated bench, and upon the floor, a tahle, &c. used 
for the purposes of the quarter sessions s wliich are here 
held for the borough, as well as those for the northern 
dhrisioa of the county ; this end is circularly finished, 
and the diameter is supported by four light fluted pil-* 
lars of the Ionic order, which make an elegant finish to 
tlie part appropriated to the administration of justice. 
This room U extremely well lighted by twelve sqnare- 
heachd windows, the upper parts of which are plain 
and neat: on the inner side, over the entrance, is a tri- 
iBgalar pedhnent highly ornamental, the upper angle 
of whieii is terminated by an artificial basket of flowers, 
executed In a superior manner: the workmanship of the 
ceiling displays considerable taste, more especially the 
centre and spandrills ; the trellis work being completed 
by four ornamental knots; the whole finished by 
• rich and hiindsome conkice. To the left of the 
magisterial bench is a pair of folidsng doors leading to 
the council room, which is used by the Grand Jury at the 
sessions: this room is twenty feet by twenty^six fleet, 
and though completed in a plain manner, with the ex- 
eefption of having a cornico dmilar'to that in the groat 
f9om, yet a degree of neatness charaeteriKes the whole. 

V 
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Orer the fee flftce is a well executed portfait of King 

iJmaes the First, in bis full robes of state, presmited to 

tbe Corporltlan by His Grace the Duke of Newcad^le : 

to tbe left is a large closet where the books belongiol^ 

:to the Retford Bcndh are kept ; and to the right is the 

hutch.where the charters and other documents, pertakn- 

ing to the Corporation, are deposited* In this <r«iHin 

the ineeti»g» of the body Corporate are held, and het^ 

also, the county Magistrates hold a petty sessions evevy 

, other Saturday. The great room is appropriated to die 

, assemblies of the gentry of the town and neighlMmiAitfwd, 

which are here, like angels' visits*-*" few and iar *b^ 

tween;" other public meetings too, are by peFmissioh 

,of the bailiffs, generally held in this place. Undet- 

. neath these two rooms are the shambles ; the sitvatioQ 

,]s perfectly adapted to the purpose, and. great care has 

been taken in their formation for cteaalinesi and coih 

.venienoe, so much so, that a recent traveller devoribas 

. them as being " the best in the county." * 

THE THEATRE 

Is situate oh the west side, and nearly in the'celit#, 

,of Carrhillgate, and was erected in' 17S6,l>y thojate 

Mr. Pero, then manager of this circuit, who purchased 

the ground of the late Sir Thomas Woolaston White, 

. Bart. Its exterior appearance i« certainly nolofa fery 

imposing nor pr^oasesaing ohamcter, butitft hnietlc^, 

. (fiam the improTemeats and dscotadons . wiiteh -Hhrns 
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Moiintly reoeiTed'from'the pencil of Mr. Fraser) ccr- 
tetely entiftles it to rank in tbe second class of conntrf 
thtatres. Its dimensions however, it is to be regretted^ 
»re too drcmnscribed, and, from a combination of 
local circimstaBceSy do not admit of any enlargement 
Mtlie 'ground plan. The honse is calculated at tho 
tKPimtay pttees of 3«. boxes, 2a. pit, aiid Is. gallery, to 
lioldifioni £40 to £50. The corps dramcdique gene- 
ratty attend once in the year, and upon the whole have 
lieeii teleraUy well patronized, for which Mr. Manly, 
tha pireaBttt highly respected manager, from his faifi^ 
and . publio spirited eondnct in catering for the pnblic 
amusement, is entitled to the thanks of all those who 
profess to be lovers of the drama. Several of the no* 
(bi!Uy<and gentry in the neighbourhood have, at times, 
become its- patrons. It is worthy of remark, by way 
of conclusion^ that this was one of tbe earliest provincial 
theatres that the celebrated Master Betty visited in 
bis professional tour. Miss Fearon, now Madam 
Fearon, delighted the Retford audience before sh^ ap-i. 
peared on the London stage ; and during the last year 
|di99,F9ote gr&tified the admirers of the drama here 
.^i^h.ik fine specimen of her abilities, 

THE ^EWS ROOM 

^ 7 |e, situate on the east side of the Marketplace, and 

WM erected by tho Corporation some yeara^ ago. Tho 

.:09ibaeribera> which consist of about forty gentlemen of 

u 2 
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^lie tovntuid YidnageVare admitted by baHot Ibeiftrst 
tuesdays in ^nuary; April, Jhly> andOi^toberyandjiAf 
each an annua] subscription of £1. 1 l9^.6d^ NasAra&r 
fers ai« admitted but tbrough the introdnotian of 
a member/exeept officers of the army and nary.. 8«b» 
ficribers confined by illness have the U9e of aqy piaper 
the day aft^r its arrival^ except the saaday pafera^ 
whidi are not allowed to be taken away untB the ]fol« 
loving tiiesday. The room is coiamodiotts and suitaliljr 
adapted, to the purposes to which it is approp^latad^ 
and contains fuU length portraits of George. the fieeondc^ 
and his consort Caridine, presented a few years back 
by Lord Viscount Gralway. 

THE POST OFFICE. 

The iPost Office is situated on the north side of 
Newgate Street, in a very convenient situatidn, being 
only about forty yards From the high road, — it is kept 
by Miss Elizabeth Barker. Letters from hence are 
forwarded to the north every noon, and to London, and 
the south at half-past one every afternoon, (Saturdays 
excepted to the former place.) The office is open 
every moniing at eight o'clock, and continues so until 
twenty minutes before twelve, it is open again a fei^ 
minutes before two, and remains so until ten at night. 
By order of the Post Master General, a penny extra is 
charged upon every letter (besides the postage) ile- 
livered at thetesid&ace ot the person belonging t0^1i6 
same, ' 



Inniedlfttely on the arrival of the Nortih Miiile, (al 
a little )before two o'clock,) a Mail Cart which. ani?ei 
at half-past eleven every 'morning, is immediately 
despatched to Worksop, taking letters, parcels, &e. 
ka that place and its immediate neighbourhood.* 

THE BANK. 

• This respectable establishment under the ifism..<il 
Messrs. Sit W. B. Cooke, Bart., Childers> Fo^afAr, 
and Parker, is situate on the south side of the Square, 
nt which, attendance is every day given (snndays ex* 
eepted) from ten o'clock till one, and from two till 
four, and on Saturdays from nine till five. London 
Bankers, Messrs. Coutts & Co» It is worthy of re^iark 
that this is the only country Bank, in England, which 
draws upon that eminent firm. 

THE WORKHOUSE. 

For a long series of years this parish was without 
a house of accommodation for the residence of the 
paupers belonging to it, until they were opportunely 
relieved by the liberal conduct of the Corporation, who, 
on the 29th of September, 1817, at a public meeting 
in the Town Hall, proposed, through the medium of 
the Town Clerk, to build a Workhouse, upon receiving 
a veni from the parish equal to £5 per cent, per annuah 
upon the 'money actually expended in erecting and 
completing the same, witiiout any other eonsideratioa 
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for the grouud rent, (which was their property ») or for 
the materials beloaging to the old houses then occupy- 
ing the sitaation. 

. The premises were erected in 1818 ; they are suffici- 
ently commodious, apd the house well adapted to the 
various purposes to which it is appropriated. Twenty 
six parishes are joined to this as a head, who pay aa 
annual rent of £3, and 3«. a week each, for every 
jpaaper they may have occasion to send thither. 

THE BRIDOE, 

Which crosses the Idle and connects the parishes of 
East and West Retford, was partly re-built, and con- 
siderably widened, In 17^4, under the superintendence 
of Mr. Simpson, the architect. It now consists of five 
arches, and although it cannot boast of any peculiar 
elegancies, it is sufficiently spacious and substantial to 
answer all the purposes for which it was erected. So 
insecure and dangerous had the old bridge become, that 
in 17^3 a waggoner^ from the shaking of his team, was 
actually precipitated into the water, owing to the giving 
way of the sole of the bridge. 

THE BROAD STONE* 

Nearly in the centre of the Square stands the Broad 
Stone, around which the market for the sale of com is 
held. It is generally supposed (and oral tradition is 
the only evidence we possess respecting it,) that this 
Stone formerly stood on an eminence to the so&th«-eas.t 
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of the town, that place heing known in ancient times 
by the name of " Esi-croc-tic," but now by that of 
" Domine Cross'* In all probability, this stone was 
once the point of attraction, around which our fore- 
fathers used to assemble for the purpose of celebrating 
public worship ; since then, hoWOrer, it has been differ- 
ently appropriated, and during the time the plague 
raged so dreadfully in this neighbourhood, the markets 
were held near the spot, in order that the country peo- 
ple might not be deterred, through fear of taking the 
infection, from bringing in their different wares for the 
use of the public. Another stone exactly of the same 
form and dimensions, is to be observed in the church- 
yard wall at West Retford, which formerly occupied a 
place on an elevated piece of ground, near the road 
leadipg to Barnby Moor, in West Retford field : here 
too, it is probable, a market was held, under circum- 
stances similar to those above narrated. 

At what period the Broad Stone was removed from 
** Domine Cross,'' is unknown, but to the extent of the 
recollection of the oldest inhabitant, it has stood in the 
Market Place until the year 1818, when it was removed, 
by order of the bailiffs, to its present station ; it is now 
in an inverted position, having a square hole on the 
under side, similar to that at West Retford. 



CHAP. IX. 

^-Ci^ Cjiti^erfieUi Canal— Cjie l&fber S)ile» &rc. 
— C^e tfarK an)r tfommotiK* 



tHX GRlSAT NORTH ROAD. 

It Uvstite feicknowledged, tbat Retford, standing cm 
the line of the Great North Road, from Edinbargh to 
London, is considerably entivened and benefitted by the 
e<Mi8tant snecession of travellers whose business or 
pleasure may lead them to visit or pass through it. 
Formerly; however, it did not contribute much to the 
welliiire of the town, but passed across* the forest, 
leaving the present line at Markham Moor, and enter- 
ing it again at Bamby Moor : from this circumstance 
may be inferred the paucity of information which we 
possess respecting the state of the town at dilBTerent 
periods of its history, as it was considered out of th'e 
course of general tourists, and consequently but little 
noticed. One traveller, however, seems to have made 
Retford in his route,— I aUnde to drunken Bamaby, 
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who^ ia one of hU peregrinations to the north> todc up 
bis quarters here, and of which he wrote in hi4 iMsal 

rhyming s^yle as follows, — 

<^ TlHIMC to lUtfte^ tdi I fed OB, 
And to th* ad>g«, I had read ob. 
With carouses I did trim me, 
TUat my ish might swim within me^ 
As they had dona being living 
And in the jriyer nimh^y diving.** 

' About the middle of the cfighteenth centttry, tbead- 

tadtages of bringing the line of the North Road thron(^ 

•Retford, became quite apparent to the inhabitants of 

the town and neighbourhood. I find the foltowing 

minute in the books belonging to the Corporation. 

' '^ Jan. 46th, 17^7.— It was ordered that the Town 

•Cleric shotfid wf?te to Mr. Bright, the Junior bailiff,*' 

i(wlitf was* tfcen in London,) "desiring him in the name 

^f the baili£fs and burgesses to apply to the Members 

of Pfltfiafnent for the Borougfh, to bring a Bill itio 

v^afllatBent to miake a road or turnpike from* whefe 

the old guide post stood upon Markham Common, to 

-m bridge u[Min thef Nortl^ Rirer in Scrooby parish, and 

l^at be should wait upon the county Aiembers, desiring 

'^tiieir eefneufrenee aad assistance in getting the same 

4ftnacted." 

> Feir some years tiftet this, however, the measure lay 
'ifoiwaat/ an^, ast is generally the case in most new un- 
••Aerlakbigti, finiiliei<6tis obstacles presented themselves^ 
<> which were not .fully overcome until the year 1765, 
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when an Act of Parliament was obtained, the preamble 
of which runs as follows.— 

''VSitVtSifif the road leading from Bawtry, in the 
county of York, through Barnby Moor and East Ret- 
ford, in the county of Nottingham, and from East 
Retford to the south end of East Markham Common, 
called the West Moor, where it joins the Great Nortfi 
Road, leading from London to York ; and also the road 
from Little Drayton, to a certain bridge, called Twy- 
J'ord Bridge, in the said county of Nottingham, k 
iMirrow and ruinous, and cannpt.be sufficiently repaired, 
widened, ai^d Hcpt ia repair, by the prdinftry. ponrse of 
law: May it please/&c. 

. Itt this Act one hundred and si^rty eight trustees ar« 
named, out of which two oply now survive ; these ai% 
A. H. Eyre, Esq. of Orove, «nd tus brother the Rev. 
Archdeacon lE^yre, of B^bworth. The first general 
ineeling of the trustees was held atJMTr. John Booth^b, 
, th9 Croiyn I^Ui ^t East Retford, on friday , May Oth, 

ma. 

Frpm this time a new «ra coiproenced in the hi)itdi>f 
pf this town, and the yivjfying rays of compieroe b^afn 
to shed t)ieif invigorating influence over thetovvs 4i&d 
neighbourhood. The heavy carriages li^ich t^r^re then 
employed jn the ponyeyanpe of merchandize, aid' aB 
^ptt^rs intended for this part of the country, came dU 
xect to the town, and Retford began to assume an ad^- 
dltiQu^l importance apd respeptabijity, 
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THE IJEANRY OF RETFORD. 

According to ecclesiastical jurisdiction, Retford is 
10 the diocese of York, and the Archdeaconry of Not** 
ttngham; of which county it fdhns one of the Deanrtes. 
According to Burns,* "the institution of Deanriesi 

r 

bears a resernblance and relation to the methods aiid 
fbrmji of civil governnient, whitfh obtitined in the early 
ages of the church throughout the westerii empire/^ 
The office was instituted in this connUry. at an early 

period of its history, which gatre to the persons dele-' 

. • • • • 

gated thereto, an authority over all canons, presbyters^ 
and Ticars, vntil Otho, (the Pope's legate) required the 
Archdeacon to he present at the holding of the Chap" 
tef8,:irho being superior to th^ rufi^ Deans, took the 
pvesid^t^y out of their hands, since Which period, matj 
of the D^anries have cfxisted but in name, and the 
business devolved upon the Archdeacon, or his <^fficia]^ 
who transacted it at his annual visitation, 
i Ancitotly Retford formed one of these Deanries, it 
however, now, but nominally esists ; nevertheleoe, the 
power is still vested in the hands of the Archdeacon, 
who 'holds 1h8 Visitations every year in the Parish 
jPhorch, where the clergy, churehwardens, &c. of the 
following places (composing the Deanry) are required 

to attend. 

t 

I > 

* Ecclef Iftflttcal Law. 
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THE CHESTERFIELD CANAL. 

This highly usefal undertaking, which forms a pfOA 
inineni feature in the history of this place, was hegiin 
in the year 1771> and first opened throughout the 
whole line on the 12th of Septemher, 1777. Previous 
to this, the northern districts of this county were 
greatly deficient iii that mode of commercial inter- 
course, and the trade much clogged and impeded from 
the high rate of land carriage. In the year 1770^ the 
scheme appeared so manifestly advantageous) and its 
result so certain, that an Act of Parliament was ob- 
tained, constituting 17^ individuals, as trustees of the 
body corporate* under the title of " The Company q/f 
the Proprietary ^ the Canal Navigation, from C^ies-- 
terfield to the Riiftir Trent ,-** to have perp.etualfSU|Q^ 
cession, and a common seal. The ground space on the 
line specified in the Act, including the canal, towing 
paths, ditches, drains, fences, &c. was not allowed to 
'' exceed twenty-six yards in breadth, except in such 
. places where the canal shall be raised higher, or cut 
more than five feet deeper than the present surface.'* 

By another clause it is enacted that no person or 
persons whatever, '' shall cause to be erected or built 
any wharf or warehouse, or other building, upon or 
i^thin one hundred yards of either side of the said cut 
or canal, in any part of a certain common called East 
Retford Common, between a point of the said canal^ 
begiDning ten yards west of the south--ea8t comer of 
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a certain ground or garden in East Retford aforesaid^ 
belonging to the heirs of John White, Esq. deceased, 
and now or late in the occupation of William Wilson, 
adjoining the said common, and a certain place called 
the Spaw, sitnate upon the said common.'' 

This canal enters the county of Nottingham near 
Shireoaks, and after passing Worksop, Oshcrton, and 
Babworth, in a circuitous course, comes into this pa- 
rish in the south-west, and just skirting the town on 
ihe south, it suddenly changes its course towards the 
north, and after passing through eleven or twelve 
paHshes, falls into the Trent at Stockwith. The dis- 
tance from Chesterfield to Stockwith, taking the line 
of the canal, is about forty-six miles, and from Nor- 
wood its regular fall is three hundred and thirty-five 
feet. 

The quantity of land taken up in this parish by the 
excavations, banks, &c. was the property of those free- 
holders of Retford, who possess the right of pasturage 
upon the cars and commons, amounted in the aggre- 
gate to six acres and fourteen perches; the canal 
icpmpany's allowance for the same, was £47. 7^. 6£?. 
which sum, on the dth of November, 1778> was agreed 
to be expended in draining the cars and commons 
agr^'eably to Mr. Vafley's plan. 

' Firdiii IRetford to Stockwith, the canal ia on a more 
extended scale, and the locks double the width they 
aVe Tidm Retford to Chesterfield. Thus we find from 
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a memorandum in the books of the Corporation of this 
place, dated the 13th of September^ 1775/ that it was 
resolved by the bailiffs and aldermen, that £500 should 
be borrowed by the Corporation, and the same turn 
paid to the Chesterfield Canal Company for making the 
canal from East Retford common to Stockwith upon 
a larger plan, whereby vessels of greater burden can 
navigate the said canal, than otherwise would have 
been the case. 

To enumerate the advantages which have already 
resulted to the town and neighbourhood from this su- 
perior method of communication, would be quite super- 
fluous ; suffice it to say, they have been generally felt 
by all classes ; and, although the principal aim of the 
original projectors was the export of agricultural pro- 
duce, and the importation of coals from the adjacent 
mines in the county of Derby, together with that of l>me, 
timber, and other heavy articles ; yet, the /acility of 
intercourse which it ensures with our home markets^ 
and the communication it offers wkh the port of Hall 
and conseq^ucntly with every part of the globe^ readers 
it the medium of imparting the necessaries ef life, at 
a rate more moderate and easy than any other which 
has yet been devised. 

The canal company have a commodious ware- 
house for the reception of corn and other commodities, 
at whiclvi an attendance is given by Mr. William Welch, 
their sub-agent and warehouseman. The oaoal passes 
0ver the river Idle on the south-west of the town. 



THE RIVEIl IDLE, ETC. 

To some of my readers it may appear strange^ that 
a sabject, apparently so trifling and insignificant as the 
Mills of Retford, should be deemed worthy of notice; 
nevertheless, from their great antiquity, and the laud- 
able purpose!^ to which the rents and profits were 
originally appropriated, they demand a brief notice. 
Alan de Bolleshour, about the beginning of the thir- 
teenth century, gave to his nephew, Henry Norrays, 
and his heirs, the moiety of the Mills of Retford, with 
the suits, works, fishing, and all customs ; at whose 
decease they descended to the next heir at law,— ^Philip 
de Houlecotes, his cousin, who gave the said moiety to 
the abbey of Wellebek, according to the tenor of the 
charters of King .Richard I. and King John, for the 
snstentation of two chaplains in the church at Welle- 
bek, and of one in his church at Stirape, to celebrate 
divine service for ever, for his soul. During the great- 
est part of the reign of King John, this Philip was 
accounted a very great man, he served the office of 
' Sherijff of Northumberland, and had writs to free him 
from scutages, &c. He died without male issue, leaving 
five sisters who divided the inheritance amongst them; 
and the moiety of the Mills of Retford, amongst other 
property, falling to the share of Alice de Stirape, she 
confirmed the gift which her brother Philip had thereof 
made; after which, Hamelin de Bnggethorpe, and 
Margaret his wife^ coming intopossessioti of the pro- 

Y 
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perty> (Margaret; being the second sister of the said 
Philip,) they also cohfiimed the gift to the said abbey, 
and. all otlier donations which their predecessors had 
laade.* After the demise of all the sisters, the inheri- 
tance became the property of the crown. On the 17th 
of April, 1227, 0. S., King Henry III. gave to thet 
abbey of Wellj^bek, the Mills of Retford, to be hc^de^ 
of him in fee-farm, paying £10 per annum, saving to 
the heirs of Ralph Tessun, (a very distant branch of 
the ^ame family,) if he should recover his inheritance 
in Watelegh (Wheatley) of 408. per annum, which th« 
^aid abbot and canons were to pay over and above the 
£10 per annum. 

,. Hubert de Burgo, Earl of Kent, and Justice, of 
JBngland, who was lord of the manor of Wheatley, con7 
sidering the love of God, and for. the safety of. his own 
soul, and of his wife's, Margaret (the daughter of the 
King of Scotland,) and of their heirs, gave to God, and 
the church of St. James at Wellebck, and the canon^ 
there serving God, and to serve God, 40^^.. yearly rent 
which he had out of the Mills of Retford, which the 
above named Ralph Tessan was wont to receive ; and 
likewise granted that his men of Wheatley should do 
suit to the said Mills of the said abbot and convent, 
according as they ought and were wont. 

On the.Sthof May, 1265, it was adjudged in thjs 

* Regtater de Wellebek, page 167. 
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Court of Exchequer, that the men of Retford should 
also do suit to the Mills of the abhot and convent of 
WeUebek, at Retford, duly as other the king's bur- 
gesses and sokemen then did ; and It was there noted 
that the men of Retford, who would be called burges- 
ses, ^ were the king's sokemen, and so called in 
Doomsday book. Hugh Leyyn, and other men of Ret- 
ford, withdrew themselves from the suit, whereupon 
the abbot, in the' year 12t6, procured a writ to the 
aherifif to distrain upon them according to the previous 
judgment.* 

In the 37tb Henry the Third, John Power, Robert de 
Morton, OUver de Barton, and John Stirapp, were as- 
algaed to view the passage of the river Idle, through 
the towns of West Retford, Bolin, Tilne, Sutton, 
Ldund, Mathersege, Scrooby, Scafteworth, Claworth, 
Bverton, and Herewell ; and to cause them to be clean- 
sed and scoured, in regard that by their obstructions 
with sand, weeds, and the like, the lands and meadows 
of divers persons had been overflowed and drowned. 

Again in 1388, Will, de Skipwith, Robert de Mor 
ton, Oliver de Barton, Elias de Thoresby, John de 
Bekering, Will. Power, of Tylne, and John de Whetlay, 
were constituted commissioners to view the course 
of the river Idle, through the towns of Elkessay, 
Oamelstone, Eton, Ordeshall, Est Redforde, West Ret- 

* Com. term Mich. 4 Ed. I. 
Y 2 
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ford, Bolum, Tylne, Sutton, Lound; Mathersay, Thorpe, 
Scrooby, Scafteworth, Claworth, Everton, Harewell, 
and Hayton ; which, for want of cleansing, had drown- 
ed tho lands of sundry persons, and to cause the same 
to be scoured. 

This property continued in the quiet possession of 
the abbots of Welbeck, until the dissolution of the 
monasteries, when it again became the property of the 
crown ; it was then valued at £2. 17«. ^d, per annum ; 
shortly after, by some means, it came into the hands 
of the Corporation of Retford, where it now remains. 
On the east side of the xiver is a large and commodioas 
£orn mill, tenanted by Mr. Thonias Foster; a large 
building also adjoining, erected some years, was at first 
used as a mannfjEidtory for candle wick, but it is now 
used by Mr.' Fostef, as a warehouse : on the west side 
of the river is an extensive paper mill, in the occupa* 
tion of Mr. Horatio Nelson, it was erected in 1794. 

The river Idle (by whose waters the above mills are 
propelled,) can scarcely be said properly to assume 
that name, until it comes to a point a little north, of 
Palethorpe ; it is there formed by the junction of Xwo 
^ streams^ one of which rises in the. forest between Kirkby 
and Newstead Abbey, and is called the Maun; the 
other named the Medeu, rises in the vidnity of Uard- 
wick, near Sutton in Ashfield. The Idle, after, this, 
runs nearly in a nort&rly direction through Thoresby 
and Houghton Parks, to Retford, whei;e> after passing 
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through tho cars, it forms the houndary betureen the 
parishes of Eafst and West Retford ; its course then 
takes a zig-zag direction to Mattersea, thence north- 
west to Bawtry, where it suddenly alters' its course to 
the east« forming for some distance the houndary he- 
tween'the counties of York and Nottingham, after- 
wards traversing the car near Misterton, it empties 
itself into the Trent near its junction with the Chester- 
field Canal, at the north-eastern angle of the county. 

Formerly the Idle was navigahle from this place to 
Bawtry for hoats and other small craft; it is now, 
lioweyer, what it» name imports it to be— rcompletely 
-idle, as far as navigation goes> and in all probability 
will so remain. On the 25th of June, 1757, It was 
jresolved at a meeting of the Corporation of Retford, 
that four of the aldermen should be empowered to in- 
quire into the. possibility of making the river Idle navi- 
gable from Retford to Stockwith, and to report to the 
body accordingly ; but whether 'the scheme (from the 
expense,) was found to' be impraotioable, or whether 
the idea of a canal was suggested' to them, does not 
appear, as no. report whatever is' entered on' the Corpo- 
ration records. 

!• . • • • 

T0X CARS AND COMMONS. 

Anciently these cars and commons were the property 
^f William de' Anne, Lord of Noraisfbe, of Greenley, 
who held them along with other lands adjoining iit that 



puriidi', nuatil the year 1319, wben be granted '' to aE 
the«09ieii of R^ttforde/' their heirs and assigns, the 
.'' common pastare, with all manner their cattle' in the 
Mikeknore of Re.ttforde, and in Dallcroft, and in the 
jnarsh, which is called Rettforde Karre, and in the 
.fiolmqs which are between the waters/' as they had 
been accustomed to have, so that they might be able at 
.a^ time of the year to common in the aforesaid pla*- 
cea ''with all manner their cattle, and to mow witk 
scythes, and to take away what they had mown/' pro* 
vided that they sjbould not aftemrard ''mow or coDdmon 
in Greenley meadofTs which are between the waters.^ 
Healso graatied to the said ." men of Rett£»rde, Uieir 
l^^s in all places in the cirenit of the town of Rett- 
forde, to ha?e free ingress and egress to their gates, 
.and with free chase and rechase with their carts and 
. animals, in all places in the circuit of the said town/' 
He also further granted that tliey should " have and 
.bold their fair in- Dallcroft as usual without impedi- 
ment, so that they and their heirs, and any merchant 
or other person coming to the said fair should not be 
.disturbed or distrained of their goods in the aforesaid 
place, during all the time of the fair ;" for all of which 
grants, the "men of Rettforde'' gave him "a certain 
sum of money/' not specified therein. 

Formerly a considerable porfton of the cars and 
commons was of little value^ being chiefly marsh; lat«- 
terly, however, considerable improvements have been 
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made, (chiefly under the direction of the late John 
Kirke, Esq.) so that instead of a hog, they present 
a fine open space to the so nth and west, and as they 
will not he huilt upon, they are likely to emhellish the 
environs of the town> and contribute in a great measure 
to the health and longevity of the inhabitants. The 
quantity of land in the whole is about 50 acres, and the 
right of pasturage is vested in those freeholders who 
have obtained ''gates," either by purchase, or by heir- 
ing property in the town to which they were attached. 
Of these gates there are 276, the value of each being 
estimated at about £20. 

Connected with this subject, in some measure, is the 
common-sewet which divides the bordugh from the 
hamlet of Little Greenley, because, it proceeds from 
the common, which was, on the 1st April, 1282, granted 
by Alexander fitz* Henry Ic Norays, as follows.— 

'/ All that Foss which is called the Beck between ray 
Pee of Orenelay, and the Fee of the Lord the King, 
aod of the Burgesses of Retteford, with all its length 
froim Est-crQCHsi<5h> unto the water of the Yddel with* 
out any r^tenement, have I procured to be impleaded 
to the said Burgesses ; to hav« and to hold to the 
said Burgosses and Cdmmonalty and their heirs, freely, 
qaitely,&c, in rights in fee, and in inheritance, for ever, 
with free, regress and ingrees and other easements to 
the said Foss pertaining." 



CHAP. X. 

• • * 



• ' TBf SAVIKGS' BAMK. 

This laudable institution commenced on the 16th 
of Febrnary, 1818, under the patronage of His 
Grace thie Duke of Newcastle, the Hon. J. B. Simpson, 
A. HrEyre, Esq. John Kirke, Esq. the Rev. Archdea- 
con Eyre, and others ; Treasurers, Messrs. Sir W, B. 
Gooke, Bart., Childers, Foljambe, and Parker ; decre- 
iary, John Mee, Esq.; and Clerk, Mr. Aid? G. 
Thornton; this latter situation being the only one 
whence any profit or pecuniary remuneriitloii is deriveA. 

Deposits of one shilling and upwards ar^ received, 
^and bear interest as soon as they amount to twelve 
AhilMngs and sixpence,) at the house of Mr. Thortiteb, 
in the Square, every monday mormag from t^ tolw^tve 
o'clock. > 

A few years after its commencement, tlie directirs 
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found that the purposes for which the bank was 
Established, were considerably abused, by persons in- 
vesting money therein to a large amount, from mercenary 
motives, whose stations in society did not entitle them 
to do so : a resolution therefore was agreed upon, that 
no person should deposit any sum or sums exceeding 
£50 in the whole, in the first year ; or exceeding £30 
in the whole, exclusive of interest, in any subsequent 
year: nor should any person deposit any sum whatever 
which shall make the sum to which the depositor is 
entitled £200 in the whole, exclusive of interest. 

At the last annual audit, in November, 1827, the 
number of depositors amounted to 833, and the amount 
by them deposited to £33373. 2s. 7d, making a trifling 
decrease during the year ; yet if we take into consider- 
ation the low ebb of agricultural affairs, and conse- 
quently the general depression of trad«, no cause need 
be apprehended of any serious decay in the . interests 
of the institution. 

MIU AOLltBS'a ROOM. 

I Vave deemed it proper to give the following descrip- 
tion of a building, which, although private property, is 
not only deserving of notice, but well worthy the atten- 
tion of every person whose taste may lead them to 
admire the works of antiquity. 

John Hohnes, Esq. an old inhabitant of East Retford, 
has erected on the premises adjoining to his house^ 
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a Gothic building which he occasionally uses as an 
auxiliary library, or summer reading room. It has 
windows looking east, west, and south, which are en- 
riched with painted glass. The south windows contain 
several portions of the scripture history of Joseph, in 
ancient glass, brought from the Continent to England 
during the time of the irrnption of the French armies 
into many European states, several other portions 
whereof had been buried for safety, and were thus des- 
troyed. The eastern lancet windows were constructed 
under Mr. Holmes's directions from models in the 
ehapel at Bishop Aukland ; and the great western win- 
dow was executed by that ingenious artist, Mr. Miller, 
of Regent Street, (London,) upon plans suggested by 
the proprietor. The interior of the library is wholly 
composed of very ancient carved oak, brought from 
distant places, and forms a rich storehouse of interest- 
ing materials,, well preserved from decay, and arranged 
in a method harmonizing with a building supposed tc^ 
be erected in earlp times. The book-stands, tables, 
desks, chairs, and other furniture, exactly correspond. 
The room is about ten yards long, and is much visited 
by the curious. 

MR. JOON RUDSON^'S ROOW. 

Mr. Hudson, who resides in Carhillgate, has a eon* 
mderable collection of interesting curlesitieSi consisting 
h£ carving in wood, bone^ and ivory ; a variety pfaAciMl 
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rings, swords, pistols, crucifixes, Roman pavers, coins, 
medals, old prints, &c. &c. collected by hiija within the 
last fifteen years. 

The oak sofa, (see the engraving,) is of the age of 
James I. it contains two drawers under the seat in 
front ; its length seven feet, breadth twenty inches, and 
height of the back four feet. It was purchased at 
Scarbro', in 1825, and altoge.ther forms a useful appen- 
dage to a room, whilst it displays a fine specimen of 
carving in days long since departed. 

An ivory crucifix too, is an interesting relic of anti- 
quity ; the body is fully and most beautifully developed, 
particularly the toes and feet, which have been exe- 
cuted with the greatest nicety. 

An ancient pistol-sword, of singular and curious 
construction. The pistol, which is rifle barrelled, is 
concealed by a shield in front of the sword handle, and 
has evidently been intended as an instrument of sure 
destruction. 

The chest, (of which the accompanying plate is 
a correct representation,) is a very interesting relic, 
well preserved from decay ; it was found some years 
ago in the ruins of the Abbot's Palace, formerly be- 
longing to the Franciscan Convent, at Scarbro'. It 
was purchased of the individual who found it, by Mr. 
Carter,* who, shortly after sold it to its present posses- 

* 4 

* Mr, Cole, of Scarbro', the intellifent author of ^^ffervie* 
ana,' ** History of Ectorifl ^c, ^c, has given a very interest- 
ing account of this chest in a publication entitled << The 
Repository." 
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8or« This chest is made of hammered iron, about one- 
eight of an inch thick, and bound with thin bars of the 
same metal, so as to divide it into compartments as 
represented in the drawing. The key hole on the front 
is false^ and only placed there for ornament ; it has been 
richly gilt^ as has also the outward border or frame^ 
in the stile of French foliage ; all the innner compart- 
ments have been painted with various devices^ chiefly 
landscape: the handles and bases are painted. with na- 
tive cinnabar ; tbe cover, which is represented open, is 
almost covered with the lock, of curious workmanship, 
Laving five strong bolts, which when the cover is put 
'down, lock themselves, and are opened by a key in the 
centre of the lid, the key hole of which, is hid with 
a sliding bar ; the enrichment on the front of the lock 
is curiously chased and fitted up with white metal, 
not unlike silver, the inside of the chest is painted with 
native cinnabar or Vermillion, as is also the support of 
the lid. 

DR. WRIGHT, 

An eminent dissenting minister, eldest son of the Rev. 
James Wright, was bom at East Retford, January 3rd, 
1683 ; but losing both his parents when in his infancy, 
the care of his education devolved upon his grand- 
mother, and his maternal uncle. Having finished his 
studies under Mr. JoUie, at the academy at Attercliffe, 
near Sheffield, he became chaplain to several families 
of distinction in or near London. Puring the long pe* 
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irlod of thirty-eight years he was pastor of the chufch 
in Blackfriars, and became so muek admired as ii 
preacher, that Dr. Herring, afterwards Archbishop trf 
Canterbury, frequently went to hear him, to learn from 
him a just elocution. During his llfe-tixne he printed 
thirty-seven single sermons, chiefly at the request of 
those who had heard them delivered. Bis practical 
works are considered to be highly important, fully an- 
swering the noble ambition which he expressed in the 
preface to his " Treatise on the Deccitfulness of Sin.'' 
" I had rather be the author of a s«iiill book that tball 
be instrumental to save a soul from sin and death i, than 
of the finest piece of science and literatai« in the 
world that tends only to accomplish men for the pre- 
sent state of being.'' Dr. Doddridge justly observes 
" that his treatise on being born again, is one of the 
most useful, published in that age." He expired oo 
the 3rd of April, 1746, in the sixty-fifth year of his age. 

MR. THOBCAS GA8KIX. 

Although the subject of the following brief memoir 
was not a native of this place, it may not be inappro- 
priate if we mention it here ; his spending a consider- 
able portion of his Hfe within the borough will offer tn 
excuse for so doing. 

Mr. Thomas Gaskin was bom at Ordsall, near this 
place, on the 24th of June, 1738, of poor but respect- 
able parents^ and on attaining a proper age, was bound 
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an apprentice to a shoemaker of Retford, who was also 
ft burgess ; consequently, on the completion of his ap» 
ptenticeship, he was entitled to the privileges of a 
freeman, and at his decease was the oldest burgess 
upon the list, or what is generally denominated *' the 
father of the Corporation/' 

A short time after the expiration of his apprentice- 
ship, Mr. Gaskin,ohtaincd a Situation in the excise, which 
be filled with great credit until an accident obliged 
him to retire from the service, when a pension of about 
£30 a year was allowed him; this he retained, with 
some augmentations which from time to time wer^ 
made, until his death. It is not, however, from this 
circumstance, that Mr. G. claims our notice, but from 
the miserly habits in which he indulged for several of 
the later years of his life ; so penurious J that he would 
not allow himself the common necessaries of life, but 
Subsisted chiefly upon what he could pick up in the 
streets ; and as to his dress,"^ it consisted of a texture 
of rags of various qualities and colour, so tacked toge- 
ther, as to have defied Argus hioMielf to have pointed 
out the original. His distrust -of 'the world was as 

* In an elecUoneeriDg squib, pvinted in 1808, the following 
lines occur respecting his dress, wliich lie wore for upwards of 
twenty years afterwards. 

" Had I been this fam'd poet, I'd have wrote 
*Boat Qadkin's bald old hat, or wwsted coat ; 
No man dare undertake to count the stitchesi 
Or take the grtase in nine days from his breech^** 
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great as his love of money ^ not daring to trust litf 
savings in the hands of any person, by which he be- 
came a considerahle sufferer, a^ in onq oi his annual 
journeys to Derby to receive hi a rents, his abode wa3 
broken open, and robbed of bills and cash to the 
amount of upwards of £^00. His house was truly 
a miserable abode, and the little furniture, which had 
descended to him from his father, appeared, at the 
time of his death, not to have been cleaned or even re- 
moved from their situation for several years. Mr. Gas* 
kin lived and died a bachelor, and until two or three 
years before his death, resided along with his sister, 
who, cither from example, or from principle, had be* 
come nearly as penurious as himself. On the 22nd of 
December, 1822, he was found dead in his own house, 
lying with his face on the floor of his chamber, and his 
extremities on the bed. A coroner's jury, which was 
held on the body during the following day, returned 
their verdict that the deceased had " died by the visi- 
tation of God.'^ 

JOHN KIRKE, E&Q. 

Few towns are more fortunate in the birth of an in-'r 
dividual of integrity, than is East Retford, in the 
birth of John Kirke, Esq. He was bom at tl|is ^ac0y 
in the year 1777# and entered early in life into hi9 
Majesty's service. Whilst his reghnent lay in Ireland, 
he married the daughter of Sir William Richardson,r 



Birt. of Augher, in the county of Tyrone, and shortly ' 
ftfterwards retired from active service, and settled in 
his native town, Iraniediatcly after tliis, he was ap- 
poiated one of his Majesty's justices of the peace for- 
this Munty, the tnultifareous duties of which he feith- 
fiilly discharged to the latest period of liis existence; 
In addition to this office, he was elected an aldenban"^ 
ofthis borough, in the year 1816, and succeededtO ' 
thb maipsterial chair in the year I817. He also be- ' 
Cftme lieutenant colonel of the Yeomanry Cavalry, 
commanded by bis Grace the Dul<e of Newcastle, and ' 
the saint conduct, vbich invariably characteiized fais ' 
career in the army, alone predominated whilst en- 
trnsted with this important duty. His demise took 
plfcco rmther suddenly on the 23rd of February, 1886, 
t* tke great grief of Ids fomily and tricnds. 



This eccentric individual who was a native of this 
town, was by trade a staymaker, in which he is said to 
have excelled ; but this business was far from being 
congenial to his ideas, and iu the after part of his life, 
his sole attention was directed to the making of tele- 
scopes, electrifying machines. Sic, Sec. and, altbongh 
being a man whose mind 

" Fiir Rleiice omr tadglit to itimj 
Fu u (be Blu wmldi « milky «■;,■ 

he was not defident in scientific lore, which VMi greatly 
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assisted by strong natural abilities. He was particu- 
larly fond of fireworks, in the making of which, he 
greatly excelled. After his death, which took place on 
the 10th of July, 1816, his sister looking orer his 
furniture and effects, found a tin canteen full of pow- 
der, for manufacturing fireworks, which she was ad- 
rised to bury, instead of which, she put it into the 
fire; it immediately exploded, and threw part of the 
end of the house down, blew the wiudows and door 
completely out, and so dreadfully lacerated her arm 
and body, that she shortly afterwards terminated her 
own existence, in consequence of the serere suffering9* 
Mr. Clifton was greatly patronized by the neig bboming 
gentry, who entered into a subscription to assist him 
in commencing business as a mathematical and nautical 
instrument maker, and obtained for him a situatiMi in 
the Hospital at West Retford ; nevertheless, he was so 
intent upon his favourite studies, and neglectful of his 
healthy that he died almost from want. 
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CHAP. XI. 
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6:SN£IUL IKESGBXFTION, ETC.. 

To 8 stranger^ thfi Tillaj^eef .West Retford appears 
to be part of the borough of East Retford^ being 
only divided from the latter place by the river Idle, — 
but this is not the fact, as they are entirely distmet, 
not only in municipal government, but in every other 
respect. 

In Doomsday book, this place, as well as East 
Retford, is joined to Odesthorpe, (now iinknowa,)f 
and appears to hare been fike a number of the mir- 
lovoding parishes, the property or fee ef Roger de 
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Basli,^ and to have had soke to Clumber to the 
atnount of one bouvat and a half (about twenty-ti^o 
acres) to be taxed , which was waste or forest land* 
There was also soke to Weston^ half a bo vat to tax. 
The land about sixty acres ; there was also one villain, 
(that is^ a native or bondman,) one-fourth of a mill, 
and four acres of meadow. Of the Tayn land, Ulmer 
had two bo vats and a half to tax in this manor.* The 
land one caraeute (about 120 acres.) There was aho 
in this demesne, one earacnte and half a mill, and ten 
acres of meadow, which, in the Confessor's time, was 
Tliiued at 40^. but in the Conqueror's, only at 4s. 
About the year 1298, Thomas de Maresey^ lord of 
Gamelston (Gamston) held here eight bovats (about 
120 acres of land,) at the rate of 6s, per annum. Ro*" 
bert de Hayton also held eighty acres of land here, at 
the same neriod, part of which was of the fee of Lan-^ 
caster. 



* This individaal was a member of the great northern house 
cf Moot^mery, and with the Norman hero appears to have 
been a particular favourite. According to Doomsday record, 
he was possessed, in this county alone, of one hundred and seven- 
ty-fonr manors, being the greatest part of ninety townships^ 
besides very many other towns,^ which were partly or altog^ethei^ 
soke to some of them. His seat in this county was at BIyth, 
and in Yorkshire, at Tickhili. The whole of which property, 
was valued in the Confessor's time, at ZOs, but in the Con- 
queror's, at 108. He died in 1099. 

2 A 2 
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The nuiDor of West Retford formerly belonged .!»; 
tbe same proprietors as Grove and Weston /-T-tbebntve> 
family of the Hercys, until the time of the laet 8k<< 
John Hercy,Kt. who dying in 1670, without Issttey^dft^i* 
rccted Jiis ioiBkense patrinaony to be divided amongal- 
bis eight sarriviiiig sisters, one of wboni, Anne, itho, 
seeond lister, was married to. Nicholas Denmau, fiaq*^^ 
of West! Retford, on :whom, and her heiiv, he causbd 
thi< m^iior to be settled, and in whose fattiily it re-* 
ni9i|ied> I until Barbara, daughter and co-beiress ot 
Fraocja Denman, Esq. married Edward Dairrel, Esq. !&■ 
whom the family right descended : the issue of this - 
marriage was three sons, Thomas, Brian, and Edward ; 
the two former dying without issue, the whole became 
the property of Edward, with which, at his decease In 
1665, he founded and endowed that excellent charity, 
the Holy Trinity Bospital. The advowson of the 
church was, by a fine in the year 1342, between Tho-. 
mas de Everingham and Richard de Ampcotes, plain- 
tiffs, and Hugh de Hercy, of Grove, deforcent, settled on 
John de Hercy, in whose family it continued till the 
time of the Denmans, to whom it went along with the 
manor, from them it descended to the Barrels, t^e 
trustees of whom, sold it to the Corporation of East . 
Retford, on the 5th of May, 1668, In whose posses* 
sion it is still retained. 

Nearly the whole of the landed property in this 
parish belongs to the hospital, the church, and th^ 
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poor; 80 tkat the number of freeholders i8 limited. 
I» 16 i2, the following persons were owners of property 
here, tiz. — £dward Darrein gent.^ John Podge, g^iolL, 
Phillip Collye, Thomas Lincolne, Isabel l^oswieke, 
Jo^'Colbye, Robert Gollande, George Thompson^ 
Thomas Merebeck, William Booth, William Thomson, 
l^inas GoUande, Widow Jenyver, and Richard Ellis. 
It appears from the Register book, (which com- 
mraoes in 1538, and is in most ezcelleBt preservation,) 
that,, that once dreadful scourge of tlie human race-— 
the.pkgae, was extnemely prevalent at this place in 
lii4B, 

" ■ Sublime in awful darknen, trod 

The pest; and UunentatioD, as he slew, 

ProclaiiAed his ravage in ea<;h sad abode^ 
'Mid frenzied shrieks for aid-^nd vain appeals to God." 

Between the 22nd July and the 12th October, eighty- 
two persons died thereof: and agaiu in 1664, between 
the 20th May and the 10th October, the same autho- 
rity states, that sixty-six persons fell victims to this 
terrible calamity. This extensive mortality may, in 
some measure, be attributed to the low and swampy 
situation of part of the town, and from the noxious 
effluvia arising from the stagnant waters, — the remains 
of the frequent floods of the river Idle. Latterly 
however, from superior drainage, and other precau- 
tionary measures, these nuisances have greatly abated : 
the last flood of any consequence came on, on Tuesday, 
t>ie lith of February, 1795; it was so sudden in its 
rise, that many of the inhabitants had not time to 
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reiiidv« tlieir goods, and consequently beeame consi- 
derable sufferers. A grocer's shop, and part of the 
hoose occupied by Miss Hurst, were washed down, 
and four others nearly destroyed. In East He t ford it 
was upwards of three feet deep in the Market Place, 
and the torrent ran so violently as to tear up the 
pavement in different parts of the town, which was 
nearly all, more or less, under water. 

The village of West Retford is pleasantly seated on 
the Great North ik)ad, in the Hatifield division of the 
Hundred of Bassetlaw, and separated from East Ret- 
ford by the river Idle. A dash of rural beauty x>er- 
vades a considerable portion of the village, and many 
of the houses bear the stamp of atitiquity. Nearly 
opposite to 

** The decent church that tops the neighbouring hill" 

stands the rectory-house, which, though small, is neat, 
and very agreeably situated : a shrubbery and garden 
add to its beauty, whilst the whole wears an appear- 
ance of cheerfulness and content. On the southern 
verge of the village is the mansion of Peter Dickenson, 
Esq. ; when viewed from the banks of the Chesterfield 
Canal, it bounds a prospect of great beauty and pic- 
turesque effect, being pleasantly situated on the brow 
of an emiqence, the declivity of which is studded with 
slirubs and evergreens, whilst the dark Idle sullenly 
flows at its base. To the right the spire of the church 
shoots above the towering poplars, and the wide ex- 
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tended cars^ like a lawn^ forms ' the foreground of ihik 
yery inte^egting picture. On the opposite side of the 
Worksop roadto Mr. Dicl^onson's house, stands Darrel'4 
ho^pital^ of hppearailqe beautifully picturesque; thef 
ancient appearanee of \ that part of the building whiclt 
foims the recess « bei^g. shaded by curiously clipped 
yews^ casts a somhrer shade of retirement over the place 
wtuch m^rks. it as the court of solitude and peace«.l 

On the north, side of the road in the vidnlly of th« 
Tillage, is the delightftil, residence of James lice, Esqi, 
(oncQ the property of the Eimerao^n's family >) Bm extent 
sive.and y^riegated lawn> highly brnamented with shrubs 
a9dltrees> displays itself before the prineipnl front, and 
though lying upon a flat^ the home, yiews are pleasingv 
and th^e toirft^ds.thc Crringle'y and Mattersey hillalire 
of a trery tnterastingtdeacriptioni,,. The rural beaalicw 
of.thi^ place are so jmpressive, that th&y attracted the 
pai;ticula.r attention ^of his present Majesty, theaPrtaor 
of W^\e$, ^hen. on one ofhis joumies to the noiith; 

THE PARISH CHURCH. 

I 

ThechnirchiatWestJletfcn'd/whichis dedicated to St 
Jffchael, was originally a rectory of medieties, founded 
feairly in the thirteenth century, and the patronage 
shortly after became vested in theff^mily of the Hereyg of 
Grove ; npfwJit^i^tiwdiQgiWhieh^ t^ere was an inqulsllaoii 
taken in 19§9/ about the right 6f patronage to the 
medieiy of this ^hui'^h then vacant by the death of 
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Robert de Bagethame^ of Weston^ *' from satarday nexi 
a£ter the feast of our lady's natirity/' and the compe- 
titors were Galfred de Sto Medardo, who presented 
Robert de Sunfield, CI. ; Henry, Rector of the Romans^, 
who presented John de Dersel^ Gl. ; the Archbishop of 
York, who by reason of lapse collated John de Benyng^ 
worth ; and Robert de Morteyn, who presented Roger 
de Redynge, CI. ; when the presentation of the Arch- 
bishop of York was deemed to be conclusive. The 
following vacancy happened in 1276, when Prince Ed- 
wfurd, by reason of the wardenship of the heir of Hugh 
de Hercy, presented Thomas Fitzsymon thereunto 4 
afterwards the medieties were consolidated on the 18th 
of December, 1307. 

. The present ediiice is small but ancient, staading' 
.upon an eminence'^ nearly in the centre 'Of the vilhtge^ 
and consists of a nave and south side aisle ; it hae 
a hJetndsome octagonal spire upon a square tower, witli 
three tolerably good bells. The exterior of the build- 

" " wi y - ' ; ' 
* Butler observes that '' churches dedicated to St. Michael are 
usually to be found on elevated spots, in allusion to this Saint's 
having been the hig^hest of the heavenly host.'* St. Michael^t 
mount in Cornwall, and that in Normandy, are confirmatory of 
this remark. 

• The festival of St. Michael has been celebrated with great 
solemnity by the christian church ever aiace- tiw tfdi c e ntu r y ; 
the dedication of the great churdi Of Mount Oargano^ In Italy, 
Itelng said to have given rise to Its celebration In the west. 
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ing fi in excellent repair, but the interior is far other- 
wise, especially the pewi ng, which is in a very neglected 
state, there being very few which will afford a conifort- 
«Ste scat On the 20th of May, 1788, it was agreed 
bj thfe Corporation of East Retford, that a faculty 
shbtitd be obtained for building a new loft in the south 
af^, and for re-pe wing tkjB body of the church, but 
itbm some cause or other, it has not yet been carried 
i^fo eflfoBt. 

Tiie tower and steeple are more ancient than the 
bbdy, which is certainly not older than the sixteenth 
century: the monumental inscriptions in the interior 
9^ iew, and not of an old date ; there are some floor 
stones of the fifteenth century ; and three within the 
aftair rails, on one of which I find the following;— 

Mu jsittt iru Xloiiert ^olmt qaotrac xtor iitti tulit 
q. oMit Ht^timo irCe ^anttars anno trm mCUimo 

In the centre is an ornamentally engraved cross, 
Willi a bibTe and chalice. On the one adjoining,'^— 

Sar&ara Sarel ffi)ibartr£ Sarel Srm(ser( n^ror 
ttiibxttilanUi xttiUtfUit t^Uit ffM maxiii 9? 9? 

Oft the border circumscribing this— 

*'Wlihit ifoit tnntvti Uvihn:' , 
llie inscription on the other is illegible* ,At the east, 
end of the south aisle are three others of about the 
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same age, but they are partly obliterated^ and partly 
covered witli pews. 

^4 Catalogue of the Rectors of West Reifortt. 



TEMP. INST. 



16Kal.Juniil227 



•1269 



l3th Decern. 1307 
7Kal. Feb. 1315 

7 IdesMarch 1325 

6th May, 1368 
^dlh. Feb. 1377 

14th. MaTcb,1401 

February, 1407 
1 February, 1418 
13th Jan. 1420 
10th March, 1421 
24th Sep. 1426 

7th July, 1462 

£5th May, 146i 

26th May, 1461 
2l8t March, 1481 

27th March, 1491 
4th Septem. 1521 

26th Sep. 1578 
2l8t Jan. 1595 
9th July, 1600 
14th Aug. 1642 

1659 

1678 



.1760 



Nov.^O^lfSt 



BBCTORES ECCLE. 



PATRONI 



Dms Tl»08, de Carlton, pbr acl. 

medn. Eccle 

Dms Robt. de .Bugethame, vil 

Weston, CI 

Dms John de Benyngworth 

Dms Thomas Fitz Symon 

Dms Robert de Retford, CI. 



Dms Thomas de Hercy, CI. med 
Eecle 

Dms Robert Norays, de Wynter- 
ingham , 

Dms John de Ketilthorpe, Pbr. . . . 

Dms John Lesta de ^ttringtoB ... 



Dnw William Mylnej Pbr . . . 

Dms Richard Warsop, Pbr. . 
Dms Thomas Pensar, Pbr . . . 
Dms Thomas de Bramley, CI. 
Dms John Frankysh, Pbr. . . , 
Dms John de Dyniugiowe . . . 

Dms Robert Holme, Pbr . . . 



Dms Thomas Coke, Pbr 

Dms Thomas Coke, Pbr 

Dms Thomas Cooke, CI. B. A, .... 

Dms Robert Harpham, Pbr 

Dms Thomas Elton, Pbr 

Dms Nicholas Pettinger, CI 

Rev. Francis Denman, CI 

Rev:. Zacharias Jenkinson, CI 

Rev. Thomas Bishop, CI. M. A 

Rev. William Darell, CI 

Rev. William Ombler, M. A. 

Rev. Thomas Gylby, M. A 

Rev, William Booth, M. A 

Jlev. Abratmn Tbule, M. A. . . , . .* 



Malvesin. 
de Hercy 



JEpos lap. 

sus 

King £d. 

ward 

Dms Hugo 
de Hercy 

i>eleni • 

Hdera 

T. Hercy, 

de Grove 
Dms Thos. 

Hercy 
ijdem 
ildem 
ijdem 
ildem 
CapitEbor 
H«. Hercy 

de Grove 
Eliz Hercy 

ux Hugo 

absent 
ijdem 

Humphrey 

HercvAtm 

Jonnes 

Hercy 

Guillieraus 
Denman 
Francis 
Denman 

EdriusDa 

fell 

Barbara 

Darell 

Thomas 

Dan;ll,£aq 
Corpora. 

of Retford 
Corpora 

of Retford 

Ditto 



VACAT. 



p toort 



Dimis. 

sion 

p uort 
p. Resig 
p mort 

p.Re«g> 

p mort 
p mort 
P resig 
p nitort 

p mort 

P resigr 

p mort 
p mort 

p mort 



p mort 
p resig 

P resig 

p mprt 

p mort 

p mort 

p ,mort 

p mort 
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. This living is a rectory in the gift of the Corporation 
of East Retford ; when Mr. Hercy was patron, its 
valae was twenty marks: in the king's hooks it is rated 
at £9. 13«. 4c?. and pays for tenths, 19*.; for procura- 
tions, 6*. Sd.\ for suhsidies, l^,\ and for synodals, 2s. 
Incumhent, the Rev. Ahraham Youle, M. A. 

The only mural monument worthy of notice has 
recently been erected, and is as under. 

Sacred to the memory of 

MARY, the beloved wife of 

the REV. ABRAHAM TOULE, M.A. 

who died October 8(h, 1805, aged 42 yean. 

Also of SUSANNAH MARIA 

their youngest daughter, who died July 23rd, 

1814, aged 12 years. 

Also their only son, 

the REV. EDWARD YOULE, B. A. 

Vicar of Apesthorpe in this County, 
who died April 24th, 1824, aged 33 years. 

HOLY TRINITY HOSPITAL* 

The following ahstract from the will of the chari- 
tahle founder of this hospital, will not only explain all 
the circumstances relative thereto, but will render 
other details unnecessary. 

John Darrel, M, D, of West Retford, being siezed 
in his demesne as of fee, of, and in, divers messuageSj 
lands, &c. of the value of seven score pounds per an- 
num, which descended to him from his ancestors, and 
having no issue of his body, by reason whereof the 
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name and blood of bis ancestors " in the lineal ^ stemm' 
was like to be spent and fail ;*' and being zealous to do^ 
some pious work or public good therewith^ was desiroiis 
that the same or such part thereof as is thereafter 
mentioned, should be disposed of to the (clory of God in 
a work of charity to the poor. By his Will, dated N^)* 
yembcr 11th, 1 664, he bequeathed all his said messuages 
&c. (except such lands and tenements as he himself 
purchased,) unto the Hon. William Pierrepoint, ^4* 
the Hon. George Pierrepoiut, Esq., Sir George Savile, 
Bart., Sir William Hickman, Bart., Anthony Eyre, 

Esq., Francis Stringer, Esq., and Francis Sandys, Esq.^ 

* 

his executors, upon especial trust and confidence, to^ 
wards the founding an hospital for the sustenance and 
relief of poor and impotent men, to the number of siz* 
teen, to have continuance for ever. By his said Will, 
he appointed the Subdean of the Cathedral Church of 
the blessed Virgin Mary, in Lincoln, and his successors, 
master and governor thereof ; and that the said hospi- 
tal should be incorporated by the name of '* The M(t8'» 
ier, and Governor, and Brethren, of the holy and undi* 
vided Trinity of fFest Retford, in the County of 
Nottingham," with full power and authority to pur»« 
chase, take, hold, receive, and enjoy, and have, to them 
and their successors, all goods, chattels, lands, teae- 
ments, &c. under the said name; and directing that 
they should have a common seal, with a cross graven 
therein, and in the circumference thereof ''SigiUum 
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Hospitalis Sancite Trinitatis de fFest Retford'* 
whereby the said master, and governor, and brethren, 
and their successors for ever, should, and might, seal 
any manner of instrument touching the said incorpora- 
tion. He also further directed that the said Subdean 
and his successors, upon the death of any of the 
brethren, should place others in the room or placfe of 
him or them so dying; preferring (if any) those of the 
blood and kindred of the testator, and after them those 
of the neighbourhood ; the master and governor for his 
pains and for his visitation, receiving £20 per annum, 
aqd every of the brethren £10 per annum. The 
testator also devised the advowson of the rectory of 
West Retford to his executors, to be by them sold, and 
the money arising therefrom, to be appropriated to the 
liquidation of such debts as should be owing at the 
time of his decease. He also directed that £10 per 
annum should be expended in the repairs of the said 
hospital, if the profits of the lands would bear it; he 
likewise bequeathed 40«. a year out of his said 
lands unto the governors of the Free School at Gains- 
bro', being a body aggregate in perpetual succession^ 
for and towards the setting of the poor people of that 
towB on work. The remaining part of the Will devises 
to Ids executors all the lands, &g. which he himself 
purchased, the profits of which were to be laid out for 
the maintenence of some ingenious scholar, whose fa- 
ther should not have above £30 per annum, in lands or 
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estate, to be chosen out of Lincolnshire and Notting- . 
hamshire by turns, Mpon the election of the said master 
and governor, and the archdeacon of Nottingham, and 
Iheir snccessors ; the same soholar to be admitted and 
educated in Exeter College, Oxford ; the said profits 
to be received by the said scholar for five years after 
he shall have taken the degree of Master of Arts ; or 
nntil he have been settled in some benefice which shall 
first happen, and no longer, and then another to be 
chosen and maintained in like manner. Lastly, the 
testator bequeathed to Mr. William Midwinter, of 
Gaiiisbro', £20 for past services, with a desire that he 
should be the overseer of the funeral, or in his absence, 
Mr. John Law, of East Retford, and Mr. Humphrey 
Hoole, and ordered that £20 should be expended there- 
upon, or more if they should think it necessary. 

A short time after Dr. Darrcl's decease, (which took 
place on the 8th of March, 1665,) it was discovered 
that Thomas Darrel, gent, deceased, from whom part 
of the estate descended, had, during his life-time, made 
some secret or other conveyance, of part of the said 
lands, amounting to the annual value of forty-five 
pounds, situate in the Biggins in the parish of Ordsall, 
to the Rt. Hon. the Lady Diana Cranborne. A decree 
of the court of chancery, however, put the executors in 
possession of the estate, but chargeable with the sum 
of £118> as well as £40 a year, to be paid to Richard 
Cooke and his hiBirs, for ever. On the 28th of May, 
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1680, Sir Orlando Bridgeman, keeper of the great seal, 
decreed that the number of the said poor impotent men 
be reduced to ten, to have the same allowance of £10 
.per annum ; and that the yearly allowance of the mas- 
ter and governor should he reduced to £15 ;'but .that 
if the revenue of the said estate should at any time 
.hereafter increase, then that the said master's allow- 
.9nce, and the number of poor men, should mIso be 114- 
creased in proportion suitable to the advance of the 
estate. 

In consequence of the augmentation in the value of 
the estates » and a correspondent economy in the gene- 
ral expenditure, the trustees have been enabled, since 
the date of that decree, to increase the number of the 
brethren, so, as again to fulfil the will of the founder, 
and also to enlarge their annual allowance ;* thus en- 
abling them to spend their declining years in comfort 
and comparative affluence. 

The hospital is situated on the west side of the 
high road from Retford to Worksop, and was once tlnJ 
residence of the liberal donor; it iflt a low and ancient 
looking edifice in the centre, with two advanced wings 
in the same style ; at the end of these are two advanced 
fronts, erected in the year 1794, in a kind of mezzo 
Gothic style of architecture. The centre part is gene* 
rally denominated ' the hall,' in which prayers are 

. * This, with othe^ per^iikLtei^ now aoMpnti to^a^ut £liO% ycqr «fdi. 
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read daily ; the brethren are each provided with a folio 
edition of the book of Common Prayer, and alternately 
officiates as chaplain quarterly^ for which he is allowed 
fifteen shillings. The bnilding is two stories high; 
over the entmncc is placed the arms of Dr. Barrel, 
with the crest and supporters ; over the whole a small 
bell is suspended, which is regularly used to warn the 
brethren of the arrival of the appointed hour of prayer^ 
The staircase consists of two short flights of steps, 
which, with the bannisters, are formed of old English 
oak ; on entering the chamber, the whol^ assumes a very 
'antiquated appearance, — the work of years which have 
long since passed away ; here no painted nor papered 
walls salute the eyes of the visitor, but the whole is 
inlaid with empannelled oak, while over the fireplace 
ii9| a simple but beautiful specimen of old English 
'carving : in one corner hangs a number of old picture 
frames, which once circumscribed the portraits of the 
apostles and evangelists, — an appropriate decoration 
to the rooni ; whilst another corner gives place to " the 
common chest *' which contains the seal and the varioaa 
documents appertaining to the estate. 

Tffi FRKS SCHOOL. 

■ > 

Mr. Bichard Brownlow, of St. Andrews, Holbora^ in 
the county of Middlesex, gent, by Will, bearing dale 
the 20tii of March, 1691, devised and bequeathed the 
AttiB of £500 tct jbe a^ropriated by his executor, Mr. 
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Stephen Johnson, of .West Retford, as follows, viz. 
£100 to he laid out in erecting and hnilding a Free 
School for the advantage of the inhabitants of West 
Retford : £300 to he laid oat in the parchase of lands, 
the profits arising from the same to he paid to theliead 
master of the Grammar School at East Retford, pro- 
Tiding he should teach all the boys of West Retford 
after they had been " ihstracted in the accidence'^ by the 
master of West Retford school ; and if no boys should 
he taught at the school of East Retford from thence, 
then the said profits were directed to be paid to the 
master at West Retford, for teaching the children of 
all the inhabitants there', who have not an estate above 
the value of £10 per annum ; nor goods and chattels 
above the value of £150 at the most. The remaiiiiig 
.£lDO.to be laid out in fencing and improving the ox« 
pasture in Babworth Hill Field, for the benefit and ad- 
vantage of the commoners. 

For several reasons enumerated in the will of the 
said Mr. Stephen Johnson, dated 8th July, 1723j^the 
bequests of Mr. Brownlow, could not be carried into 
effect, accordingly Mr. Johnson in his will, devised 
that £10 per annum should be paid oat of his estate 
at Tilne, to the master qf. West Retford school^for 
teaching the poor children belonging to that place, and 
appointed the possessor of his estate, the reetor of 
West Retford, the ministers of OrdsaU, Grove, and 
Babworth, and their successors^ trustees for the same. 

2 c ' 
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3y a codicil, dated June 3rd, 17^5, the said Step^Jhea 
Johnson devised unto Thomas Gylby, rector of Weal 
Betford; John Pigot, minister of Ordsall; Stephen 
jCooper, minister of Grove; Richard Wilson, minister 
of Bahworth; and their successors, the cottage or 
tenement, in West Betford aforesaid, near nntQ the 
North Field Gate, then lately purchased of Mr. Ed*- 
ward Hall, in trust, for the schoolmaster intended to 
teach the children, according to the directions contain- 
ed In the said will. 

Since that period the school has been cond«cted at 
West Betford, and has been productive of much bene- 
fit to the inhabitants generally. The building, bow* 
ever,^ at present, is in a very delapidated condttioii, 
and the school room far too small to accommodate the 
■Increasing number of scholars. Mr. William> Wragg 
4b the present master. 

I 

GENERAI^ baptists' MEETING HOtTSK. 

This place of worship was originally bequeathed by 
<Mr. Bichard Brownlow, of London, for the continue 
ance of which, he left certain property, as the follow^ 
ing extract from hia will will certify. 

** Furthermore, I do bequeath my newest messua|^ 
one acre of land, two. beast gates, and the five b^d^ 
ends, to Stephen Johnson and his heirs, in trust,. tlmrt 
he, or they, shall from time to time permit such moet^ 
kig to be held there as is there nowj for and dmig -^ 
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long time as such meetings shall he allowed hy the laws 
of this realm, and shall also during the same time, per- 
mit and suffer the preachers of such meeting, for the 
time heing, to have, use, occupy, and enjoy, the said 
newest messuage, one acre of land, two heast gates, 
and five lands ends, and the rents» issues, and profits 
of the same, free from all taxes, which I would have 
paid and discharged hy the present possessor or occu* 
pier, for the time heing, put of the profits of the pre^ 
mises herein hefore given to my executor and my kins- 
man and their issue, male, as aforesaid, from time to 
time, as the said premises shall happen to come to him 
or them respectively, — ^providing always that if such 
meetings shall at any time hereafter he prohibited by 
the laws of this realm, that the said newest messuage. 
Ice. &ic. shall he in trust for such person or persons to 
whom, and in such manner as the premises herein he- 
fore given, to my executor and kinsman and their issue, 
nale.*' 

.. The present building was erected in 1815, and al- 
though it presents nothing of importance in its outward 
.ftpp^iatance, its interior is not devoid of taste; al- 
though plain and unostentatious, its cleanliness, and 
jimpKcity, Is worthy of notlee. In the centre of the 
idlte IS the baptistry, used for administering the rit^ 
df adult baptism; and to the west of the building is 
tin burial ground^ wherein is several headstones to the 
■leaMry of those who have died in that conuannion, 

2 c 2 
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FABIILY OF THE D£NMANS. 

' This family appears to be the most ancient in t\ns 
neigbbourhood, wbicb bas preserved its name tbrong^ 
on uninterrupted succession of ages. At wbat period 
tbeir settlement took place is too remote for me td 
^tate, but so early as 1430, sucb mention is made of 
them in several ancient documents, as evidently imfi- 
cates them to bave been ricb and bigbly respectable^ 
i bave been at considerable trouble to ascertain what 
families bavcj at different times, been united with this; 
for which purpose,, reference has been made to the 
•parish' registers of East and West Retford, Ordsall, 
'and Grove, but unfortunately without that succ^sft 
•which was anticipated. It appears, however, that 
•Nicholas Denman,£8q. of West Retford, married Anne, 
•the second sister of Sir John Hercv, to whom the estate 
Ht West Retford descended : the issue of this marriagis 
was one son, Francis, who resided at Old Hall, in West 
•Retfordi he afterwards married and had issue, two 
daughters, Anne and Barbara. Anne maiTied Mr. 
aftefi'ward Sir Thomas Ailesbury, Bart. Master of R;e- 
quests, in the time of James the first. They had one 
daughter, who was sole heiress, and subsequently mar- 
iried Sir Edward Hyde, afterwai^s Earl of Clarendon, 
and Lord High Chancellor of England, from 'whom 
^descended Lady Anne Hyde, who was married to Inn 
Boyal Highness James, Dake o£ York, afterwards 



James the Second^ whose daughter Queen Anne^ in due 
iceurse of time, swayed the British sceptre. 

Barbara,* the seeond daughter, .married Edwai'd 
Barrel, Esq.t of West Retford, by whom she had iss^e, 
Thomas, born June 13th, 1607 p Brian, born 1st May, 
1610; Edward, born drd June, 1613; and Francis^ 
born August 7th, 1616; all of whom dying young,*" 
excepting. Edward, the estate descended to him y he 
married and had issue, Thomas and John; at the 
death of Thonwis, the whole of th^ properly de8cen4^ 
to Or. John^ with which, under his Will, Uras founded 
a.nd eudojwed the hospital at this place. 

About this period another branch of the family of 
th^ P^nmaas resided at Bevereotea, where :ti)eyba¥e 
ever since continued : and another branch settled in 
Derbyshire, from whom has descended Thomas Den«- 
man, Esq. the eminent barrister. It is, however, to be 
regretted, that the pedigree of the family cannot be 
made out so correctly as to preserve the line of descent 
uninterrupted. This, however, does not in the least 
invalidate the correctness of t^e foregoing statement, 
nor tend to disprove the facts, but is merely the result 
of the defective state of the registers in the sixteenth 
century, and of negligence in not preserving the docu- 
ments pertaining to the family. The following pedi- 
gree of the Derbyshire branch is as correct as can be 

Ascertained. 

— ■ -^ — 

* Died in 16^3. f Died in ISSd. 
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JU. 



John Deninaa 



I 
HioiDM. . Ame Nicholion,* 
nwdsa Willi 
In 1734. I 



Tboiaa^ a bachelor, in 1091, 
mtde a will, ^ad beqoeattied pro. 
perty to his nephew, Tbomo^ and 
appointed Jum exacntor. 



John. .ElisabethBuxton, 
ipothecary at I 
.^ewelL 



Joieph, M. D. at Bakewell. 



1 



and al Buxton, died in his 83ra in lioodon, died in 
year in 1812, without lawful hie 83rd year in 
fame. 1815. 



Joseph 
John 
John 
M.D...Elii.Brodie, JoKphfc 

Iinng at 



tBlHgM«t.,.ftir.]L Croft, fSopW..llfrtt.Bunie; f Tlioraas..'Hieodo8k 
. fittrt. died in M D. diedin Ooouno* AnnVoreKL 

' MMl 1623. Meant of Lond^i^ 

and Solicitor Genetnl to 
her late BmeetyCtmen 
Caroline. 



' ^Wmim MiebolMli, «r Mamhaafa, In thie county, in itOS, made a wiU, 
and appointed hie «onan.law Thomai IVnmin, sole executor, 
f All living, and baye children. 



BABWORTH. 



QHAP. XII. 



QVJ9SH41A p£6CfUPTiGN« Bare* . 

BsroRE the Nonnaii iniPiiBioin, tlie greatest part <if 
BaWortl (thiBnproneancQd.Babviide) was 'the proper* 
ty of Earl Tosti, and belonged to the Iciog^a manor 'of 
Bodmeschell^ Paying the tax for six'asd a half bovats 
of land, mmer also held hera two aad a half bonitsv 
hut Boger. de Busli procured- the whole of . it from the 
Norman Conqaerdr» and deUwred It by fendal tenure 
to Qoiefrid; in Doomsday-book it is edified to 
be one caraei^e and a half, with a beafder ; pastnrt 
wtood tw0 quarents long,, and one broad, which ill 
the Confessor's time was valued at 40^ilmt in the Con^^ 
qtierpr's, only at lO^v The fidlowkig'ls the ^atry re^ 
fcn^ t<K -' 
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.n.bo*7dimidini.bo'7d 
— I..b<m' |ihftot*7 T 

S In Babarde & Odestorp & Ordeahall | ^i boa trae& 
dim ad gid. Tra. III. car. Wast e. pter. L uill & H 

..7 u n 

bord. cQ dimid car. Ibi. X. ac pti. 

-- 7 7 7- 

ftl In Babordc. hb Vlmar. 11. bou trft & dim ad ^d. 

7 9 7 - 

Tra. II. car. Ibi Goisfrid bo Bog bt. I. cfir &. 1 

^7 7 u - 

bord cii dim p&r. iSika past. 11. qz Ig.&Llat 
T.. R. E. nah XL sol. m. X sof. 

For whki period Goisivid beld it we are not hiformed.. 
but in 1316, (according to Nomina Villarum,)tbe'Slirl 
of Lancaster, and RobtS^rt de Saundeby, are certtfed to 
bave been the lords of it, and possessed the greatest part 
of the pari sh ; but the portion of the Saundby s had been in 
tkeir family for several ye^rs previous: some time after 
Ihe old leeoffment belon|^Dg to the Earl of Lancaster 
'ima purehased by Sir William de Greodon, who. also 
Ii9ld other property, about thirty-five \a6mB of 
laxid» &c. la ibSa parish, of Robert de StdG^orge, of 
Bbthamsall, .and hoc which he paid the sum.of 3«..4tf. 
«imimlly. In IS45, nearly the whole of Qi^vecft 
faecitmdlthe property .of ^r Thesiaer de Greiidea»,\wlio 
sold it in 1858 to Sir William Tcnsbutt^at whosa^dealh 
it detfoeftdiBd to Sir Robert,, his son, but, who withiB 
twd yeirs; of coming into posseasion, sdld the maaor 
with 4t« i^^purtenanees unto ffir Richard de WilkmgU^, 
Af Wollaton ; afterwards it became the propevtj. of 
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the Earl of Shrewsbury and Lord Cavendish, and in 
the 18th century it was purchased by Sir Gervas Elwes, 
Knd lastly by John Simpson^ Esq. in whose descendants 
the estate is vested. 

The parish, which contains the haraiets of Great, 
and Little Morton, Morton Grange, and Ranby, con- 
<tains neariy 6000 acres, of excellent forest land, mostly 
inclosed. The whole of the land in Babworth is the 
property of the Hon. J. B. Simpson, which he has in 
his own occupation, and upon which he has erected a 
ibteward^s house, and farming buildings, upon a larg^ 
scale. 

Babworth Hall, the seat of the Hon. John Bridgeman 
Simpson J (brother to the late Earl of Bradford,) is plea- 
santly situated on an eminence, a short distance from 
the Retford and Worksop road, about a mile and 
E quarter from the former place. Its vicinity contains 
some of the finest scenery in this part of the county, 
for which, it is, in a great measure, indebted to its pre- 
sent possessor, who, has lately increased the beauty 
and interest of the place by a fine piece of water, 
'ft SWISS cottage, &c. 

Near the church, is the charming little sequestered 
residence of the Rev. Archdeacon Byre, the rector, in 
which, comfort and elegance are blended ; and to whose 
worthy possessor, added to the kind patronage of the 
^SKtnpson's family, the parish is much indebted for its 
internal prosperity* 

2 D 
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THE PARISH CHURCH, ETC. 

. In 1295, the advowson of this church was the pro^ 
perty of Robert de Svvillington, who had free warreu )i^ 
Babworth, and at his death, in 1355, it descended to 
Sir Thomas de Greudon, who, shortly afterwards sold 
it to Sir William Trussbutt, and his heirs, hut .who, 
.within three years after taking possession, presentf^d.it 
,to the priory of Newstcad, having first oh^tainjedr the 
king's license, and the license of Sir Thomas de Sa^ndr 
.by, chief and mesne lord thereof, to do so. From thi9 
period until 1531, it remained in the possession of the 
said priory, when John Blake, the then prior, on ihe 
4th of October in that year, for. the sum of fifteen 
pounds, granted it, and one acre of land, to John Herr 
cy, Esq. of Grove, and to his heirs ; nevertheless, it 
appears that he only made one presentation, when it 
passed into other hands, and in 1674 became the pro* 
perty of the Wortleys, from whom'it.was purchased by 
John Simpson, Esq. in whose descendants, the pa- 
trona«fe is continued. , . . . ., 

The church, which is dedicated to All Saints,, is 
a small but handsome structure of stone, advantage^ 
ously situated on a rising ground. It consists of a 
tower steeple, with three b^Us, and clock, a nAxe and 
chanpel uniform in their windows,. height, And battle- 
ments, with a side .aisle and vest^ry, and ahandsooie 
porch. The whole is of the later period of the Gothic 
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architecture. The little burial plot which surrounds 
it, is considerably elevated, being " connected with, or 
rather enclosed within the elegant pleasure grounds of 
the adjacent buildings ; while the fine trees, aged and 
bowery, enhance materially the charming effect of the 
ivy-mantled tower." 

The monumental inscriptions here retained, are not 
bf au ancient date, but the following are deserving of 
record. In the front of the eastern window, which is 
of ptifple glass, divided into five compartments, is a 
y^y elegant monument from a design by Bepton, having 
the following inscription. 

C^ed to tlie memory of HENRIETTA FRANCES, the beloved wife of 
John £{^idgeraan Simpson, Esq. whose ^ief for her early loss, can only be alle- 
'risled by the consciousness that for virtue like hers, the gates of ihe grave 
ahail open unto life eternal ! She died July 25th, 1791, aged 32. 

On another, near the above, surmounted by an urn, 
and backed with a pyramid of mottled marble, is as 
follows. 

IVithin the family vault of this church, are deposited the remains of the 
REV. JOHN SIMPSON, late of Stoke Hall, in the county of Derby, who 
died the 5th day of April, in the >ear of our Lord, 1784, aged 85. Religion 
the most pure, learnms the most profound, were his characterestics; every 
m6ral and social virtue he possessed and exercised in an eminent and amiable 
d^reet he was honoured and beloved by all who knew him, and his death was 
HBiversally lamented. Lady Bridgmnan, his only surviving child, erects this 
monument in grateful remembrance of him. And also to the memory of her 
deair XQotber, wno departed this life, in the year 1785, aged 75. She was the 
daughter of Thomas Stringer, Esq. of Deptford, in tlie county of Kent, and 
gnndeuigfater of Admiral Benbow, of immortal memory. 

Another beautiful mural tablet has the following, — 

. To the memory of JOHN SiBCPSON, Esq. (son of William Simpson, Esq. 
late of this place,) who died February 5th, 1 727, and in the 57th vear of his age ; 
tim monument was erected by Elisabeth, his r«/ic/, daughter or Francis Stnti. 
ser, Esq. late of Sutton upon Lound, in this county. Tliey had issue, six sons, 
William, Francis, John, Gervase, Thomas, and Lindley, and four ^i^tets, 
JEliaMbeth, Mary, Jane, and Eleanor: of the sons, two lye buried near this 
place, Francis and Thomas; and of the daughters, one, Eleanor, the rest still 
•uTTive, .ITndemeath.... Elizabeth Simpsoic, relict of John Simmon, 
med the 6th February, 1746, aved 76, and was buried near the remains or li«sr 
beloved husband, in me chancel of this church. 

2 D 2 
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Another monaxBent, snnneuntedwlth^aii urn^bearini^ 
tbe motto '* Duo Junota in Una," has the foUawing 
iaacriptioq, 

la this vault is interred Catharine Simpson, daughter of the Holl- 
and Rev. Heury Brydges, Om. brother to Jamea, first Duke of Chandois; she 
died justlv lameuted, Ist May, 1771. In testimony of his hi^ and sincere re- 
gard for ner' most amiable disposition, and good heart, this monument was 
erected by her disconsolate widower, Lindley i^impson. Also in the same vault 
lie the remains of LiNDLEY SIMPSON, of Babwortfa, Esq. who departed this 
life justly regretted, the 8th day of February, in tbe year of our Lord. 1785. 

Another monument of white marble^ in the form of 
a cone^ surmounted by the arms, bears the following. 

To the memory of William Simpson, late of Stainforth, in the county.^ 
York, Esq. and FRANCES, his wife, daughter to John Elwick, Esq. formerly 
of tbe same place, and Widow of John Eyre, late of Bramley, in the county qf 
York, Esq. This monument was erected by his own appointment. Be de. 
parted this life at Stainforth, tbe i6th of January, 1768, aged 71. She died 
tlie 2nd of April, 1762, aged 63. They lived much regardra, and died much 
lamented. They bad four children, woo died in their infancy. He married 
for his second wife, Elizabeth Warrington, daugrliter of George Warrington, of 
Wrexham, in Derbysliire, Esq. by whom he had no issue. She survived him. 

On another^ 

This monument was erected in 1759, in memory of the HON. ANNA Makia 
Vanb, by her aftctionate- husband. Near this monument are depodtid the 
remains of MORGAN VANB, Esq. of Bilby, in this county, son of the Hon. 
Morgan Vane, obiit Nov. Ilth, An. Dom. 1789, oetatis suae 51. 

A small sarcophagus in the body of churchy records 
tho following^ 

Sacred to the memory of JOHN ROOBBS, late of Ranby, in this parish, rent, 
whose remains lie interred near this place, he died the 2nd day of March, 1796, 
in the 58th year of his age, universally beloved and laiAented. 

« 

' A benefactional table informs us, that Lindlcfy Simp- 
son, Esq. left to the rector of Babworth, one canal 
share, to be applied in teaching the poor children of 
that place to read, and in the purchase of Old aiid 
New Testaments^ and other good books. 
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T8MP. IIIST. 



14Kal.Mar.129S 

17th May, l350 
ilth Oct. 1355 

Snd Decern. 1356 

14th July, i4ie 
'S4tb April, 14 I 
Uth July, 1415 
30th Nov. 1417 

15th Sep. 1419 

24th May. 1464 
4th Peb. I4S7 
1 4th Feb. 1494 
Iflt July, 1536 
19th Aug. 1557 

jith July, i5Sd 

6th June, i605 
UthOct l6i7 

]7thAugr. 1675 
Pth April, 1700 

1727 

1743 

1760 

1769 

. — ?86 

1790 

1794 



BBCV0RE8 BCCLE. 



>•••«■< 



Dim William de Grendoo, Sub 

Dms Thos. Pepyn, Pbr 

Dms Will, de Borough, Cap . . 
Dms Will. Dobyiig» de Burgh 



The same . 

Dms Will. 
Dms Will. 
Dms Will. 
Dms Will. 
Dms John 
Pbr... 
Dhis Thos. 
Dms John 
Dms Thoe. 
Dms Will. 
Dms Nich. 
Dms Eobt. 



de Bernestoo. 

de BurtoD. 

de Tenelby de Grore 

Tuxford,tbr 

Large, de Keworth, 



Mujore, Pbr., 

Cotom 

Gunthorpe . . . , 
Higden, B. A. 
Pettynger, CI. 
Lelly,Cl 



Dms Ricbd. Clyflon, 01 

Dms Richd. Chester, CI 

Dms George Turvio, CI. M. A. 
Dms Thos. BUhop, CI. M. A. . 

Key. Thos. Denny, CI 

Rev. Charles Wilton, CI. M. A. 

Rev. Richd. Wilson 

Rev. Wra. Justice 

Rev. Thos. Heald * 

Rev. Thos. Mellor 



Rev. 



Wood 



Rev. John Eyre, M. A. 

Rev. Guy Fafrfkx , 

Rev. John Eyre, M. A. 



PATRON I. 



Rob. de BwUU 
ington 

HercydeGren- 

don 
Sir W. Truss. 

butt 
Prior&Convent 
of Newstead 
jjdem 
ydem 
(jdem 
(idem 

ijdem 

ijdem 
ydem 
^d£m 
ijdem 
Sir John Hercy 

Assig. of John 
Sydenham 



Martyn Taylor 

Anna Worsley 

J.SiropsonjEsq 
WSimpsonEsq 

ijdem 
John Simpson, 

Clerk 
J. Simp8on,E8q 

yaem 

ijdem 



VACAT. 



Resig 
Resig 

Rcsig 

Resig 

Resig 

Mort 

Resig 

Mort 

IVort 
Mort 
Mort 

Mort 

Mort 



Frivat 
Mort 

Mort 

Mort 

Mort 
Mort 
Mort 

Mort 

Vacat 
Mort 



This church is a rectory, and the patronage is vested 
in the Hon. J.. B. Simpson. Incumhent, Bev. Archi- 
^de4Con Eyre. It is valued in the king's books at 
.£14.19#. 2ti?. and pays for tenths, £i. 98. lid, and 
.it^ tynodals, Ts\> 6<f. 



* In June 1759, this gentleman was unfortunately drowBied whilst bathing 
in St. John*! well, in the parish of Clarbro*. 
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THE HAMLET OF RANBY. 

The land in this hamlet, in the Conqueror's time, 
was mostly waste, part of which helonged to the 
king's manor of Bodmeschell (Boihamsall). Raneshy 
and Sudershall, answered the tax for five hovats. The 
land was one caraeute and a half, which was waste. 
There was also soke to Grove, belonging to the fee of 
Roger de Busli, amounting to half a bo vat. Soke 
also in Eton, one bovat to be taxed. Ranby originally 
went along with Biiby, with which part of it is pa<- 
rished to Blythe, and part of Ranby to Bahworth. 

Here, is the seat of the Duchess Dowager of New- 
castle^ lately purchased from H. Blaydes, Esq. who 
erected the front of the present mansion. The situa- 
tion of the house is pleasant and agreeably romantic, 
and her Grace, who has resided here for some ycars^ 
has made considerable improvements in the walks, 
pleasure grounds, &c. which has greatly enhanced the 
value of the property, and shed a degree of beauty 
around the place, not otherwise particularly preposses- 
sing to. the eye of an occasional visitor. 

John Rogers, Esq. has also a good house and exten- 
sive farm in this hamlet. The high state of cultivation 
in which the land is kept, is highly creditable to Mr. 
Rogers, as a practical agriculturalist. 



Formerly Ranby was considerably larger than it is 
at present : until about the middle of the eighteenth 
century, several ancient oak trees, commonly called 
" Ranby Oaks/* stood in the parish, which were pro- 
bably the only ones Remaining in this part, of the 
famous oaks of Sherwood Forest. Now, however, the 
whole is in a high state of cultivation, or covered with 
thriving plantations of oak, larch, and other useltil 
timber trees. 

TILE HAMLET OF MORETON. 

' In .Doomsday-book, this hamlet is called Nol'thern 
Morton^ which, before the conquest, was held by two 
Saxons, Alfrid and Lufchell, paying to the tax for two 
bovats. In the Confessor's time it was valued at 16^. 
After the conquest, these two manors became the fee 
of Roger de Busli. Early in the thirteenth century, 
it was the property of the Vavasors, and after nume- 
irons changes, it now belongs to William Mason, Esq. 
and the Messrs. Kippax'. Southern Moreton is the 
property of the Duke of Newcastle, and of the Houi 
and Rev. John Lumley Savile. 



ORDSALL. 



CHAP. XIII. 



GfiNERAL DESCRXPTtOK^ ETC. 

The first mention which I have found of this place, 
is in the reign of Edward the Confessor, about the year 
IQ37, when it contained four manors, held by Osward, 
Turstaun, Oderic, and Thurstan, and they paid to the 
geld or public tax for four bovats (60 acres) of land. 

The following is the entry in Doomsday book res" 
pecting Ordsall. 

In Ordeshale . I. boCL. ad gld. Tra. IIII. bob. Ernui ten. 

K Vasta. 6. 

S In Ordeshale. I. bou tre a gld. Tra. I. cfir. Ibi. II 

~ ~ n tt u 

8och hnt. I. cSr. & III. acs pti. & IH. acs siloa^. 
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fiSL In Ordeshale libr Osuuard Turstin Ordric & 

4V #v w ' 

Tarstiu. Illl. bou tre ad gld. Tra JIII. cSr. Ibi IJ 
ho(!fB Rogerii faSt. III. c&r. Sc v. uill & II. liord 

~ u u 7 tt .^ 

hntes. II. car. Ibi XVI. ac pti. Silua past. I. qz 1g. 

& dim lat T. R. E. ual. XXVIII. sol. m. XXIHI. 
sol. 

After the conquest^ it became the property of floger 
de Bttsli, and was acknowledged to have soke Vb thd 
iSttg^^ manor of Dtmham; of one bovat to be taked. 
The land one caracute. There was also soke to Orove', 
of one borat and a half to be taxed. The land one 
caracute. Of the Tayn land> held by Erwin, there was 
one bovat to be taxed, which was for four oxen. Accord- 
ing to the above survey, the land here was chiefly waste', 
bat afterwards, the tenants of Roger, had three cara- 
cntes (Seo* acres) of land, and five villains; — and two 
borders having two caracutes. There was also sixteen 
acres of meadow land ; and pasture and wood land one 
mile long, and half a mile broad, which, in Edward the 
Confessor's time, was valued at 2Ss, but in the Con- 
queror's time, only at 24*. 

Early in the thirteenth century, the greatest portion 
bfOirdiBall became the property of the Hercys of Grove^ 
pai't df which had previously been held hy Mauvesinus 
de Bercy, of Robert de St. Oebrge, of Bodmeschell 
^BoUiaxnsaU,) to the amount of 30 acreisj for whicK ho 
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paid the sBin of 6^. Ad. anDuaUy. After the dispcn- 
tion of Sir John Hcrcy's property, thi» part of tbe 
estate came to Francis Mackworth, Es^q. who had mar- 
ried Elleo^ his seventh sister, whese aoa en eonnng to 

the property, disposed 6f it to r Bjevercotes^ £s^, 

a harrister at law, in York, at whose decease U des- 
<»endcd to Thomas Cornwanis, Esq. who had married 
his daughter; Mr. Cornwallis shortly after sold U to 
the Countess of Devonshire, who settled it upon Sir 
£dward Wortley, her eldest son; it is now, for the 
most part, the property ef the Hoo« J. B. Simp^oi^»a9d 
•f the Messrs. Kippax'. 

In the year 1290, Rohert de Bakcre, of Jtetfor^, 
brought an action against Hugh de Hefcy, l^&g. ^f 
Grove,, because he had prevented him from ^shing in 
the Iddell of Ordsall; when the jury found that "all 
who hold laads abutting on that water, have a right to 
fish in it at their pleasure unto the threed of the water/' 
Verdict for the plaintiff. 

The village of Ordsall is situate In the Hatfield 
division, of the hundred of Bassetlaw, ahout a mile 
to the south-west of Retford, and half a mile from 
the line of the North Road. The north-west approacli 
ta.it mi^y boast a considerable share of rural beailty; 
on this side, the church may be seen, slightly shaded 
iy the trees and shrubs, from whieh, at a disttmee, 
it appears to rise. The village itself, however. cai»- 
ia9t.he.ca%d pleasajjt, i\y^ l^pu^^es bejng geaef^Uj^^tld 
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And extremely irrcgnlar, and tlie road through it hollow, 
and in seme places dangerons; hat the parish, whi^ 
comprehends, the hamiets of Tlimmpton and White- 
hoiises, has heen very eonsiderahly improved hy the 
ierectfen of several respeetahle houses, — the gardens 
too, t>eTng pleasantly sitnatcd and tastefully laid bat, 
five a very pleasing appearance to the neighbourhood* 
l*he rectory house is very spacious, and from iH 
choice sitoation, is calculated to afford a comfortable 
*residenee for those appointed to minister to the spiritnal 
'wants of the parishioners. Amongst others, may be 
Buentiooed the mansion of John Kippaz, Esq. at t&e 
Elms, to the west of the North Road ; this is pleasant • 
ly 'situated, and although the views cannot Ix^st Of 
being extensive, yet they are far hhm being devoid 'of 
interest Nearer the precincts of the to\vn ^f Retford, 
4>n a slight declivity, stailds a neat house, built by the 
late Mr. Alderman Ginnever; the ground in front is 
tastefully decoratied with shrubs and evergreens. The 
next deserving of notice, is the hoase recently erected 
' by George Kippax> Esq. its bold aad commanding situ- 
ation renders it a very prominent object, and the pic- 
turesque scenery which displays itse]f in every direc- 
tion, may be said to make it a very desirable residenee. 
Hie' hamlet of Thrumpton has undergone several 
improvements within the last few years, and to a person 
nnacquainted with its limits, it w;ould be supposed to 
fbitai piii'i of East Retford; Mr. RobeHs possesses 
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a stiug and comfortable cottage here, which baa a-cfTieer* 
.fui^ light, and airy appearaace, but thelowness 4>f tlie 
Mt» on vrhich it is erected >. prevents its appeann^ to 
<advaxvta.ge, Whitehovbbs^ which ta^ies its name from 
;two very aBcieat white cottages which time is rapodly 
deyounng, is sitaate on the North Boad» one itii]e 
Bouth of Retford^ and c(Mitaios besides an ino;, two^^ior 
'three tolerably good houses* 

f ■ - • •> 

i • * . * . ^ 

. . THE PARISH CHURCH. 

' This edifice, in its exterior appearance, J s neat and 

•omewlmt anctiqnated ; the tower is considerably ibove 

tnadem than the body, but there are no records to nfy 

' knbwiedgeyat present in existence, to show the positive 

' date ^f either. It rs qnite certain^ however, that it 

. vwas founded about the middle of the thrrteentii een- 

' tary. At tliat period, the p^rincipal part of Ord^l) was 

the property of the Hcrcys, of Grove, to whom €he ad- 

votfson ef this church belonged; in tiitsfalmlly Idle 

'patronage oontiuned until tbe 'death of fiir John Hercy 

in 1570, when bis ksmense property was divided 

> amongst his erglit surviving sisters, the Ordsail eetate 
uras given to Francis MackwoHh, Esq. of Empii^liaiii, 
In Rutlandshire, who had married Ellen, the seventh 
si8ter,but the adrowson becane the property of^eM^ 
Nevilk, Esq., who, :at the sameitime came totlietetate 

> at Grove, by marrying Barbaora, the fifth slate ;>«^er* 
wards the Umg came to Vhoman Conm^llte^ Jbk[., 
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jR^bo jsold It to Lady Wortiey, who fijialiy ^tkd k 
nloDg with the ^uicient e&tate^ oa her eldi j»t «op ; it wfts 
^liaposcd •f some years afterwards, but the|»aii>o&Bge 
'o£ the liviiig is 'Still vested in the •desoendafitis ^f thol; 
family. 

The isterior -of the ^liareh is in a y-ery "poor state ^ 
jfepair, more especially the pewiag. It4s greatly to he 
regretted that this should be the case, as tbe ¥411ege la 
i^oitfoving, and the living 4)f a superior kind. 

Toe tower, which is lofty and pinnacled, cantfiHi^ 
tl^ree hells, and previqus p9 the f^ax 1823, wfts i«<afi 
teaw^lhut state of repair, at that tiroej ho^e^^t it mim 
struck by ligbtnij^g, aqd toiwar-ds the top ^uslaliied 
considerable damage ; the ^^^tbrei^t pjjQnscle was 40^ 
•pleitoly shattei^ t» pieces ; since tbs^ tbe daniii^ has 
been repaired. 

ill tbe ficclesiastical history .ef ibis place, tiro Yt^ 
•iipsipvurkable instances of persecttti<w ocaur^ wbicb Ane 
particularly deserving 4)if JiiQtice ; — the fi^sit is th^ Qtue 
.4ot'4lbe Eev. WilHam DennMui, who, in tlie popish tim^ 
of.Qu^en Mary, appears to hftve jia^ificed tlus liying 
.tfi^bis stimg attachment to the.pr/^eslant caase; •alter- 
wards, in tlie more tolerant xcdgn <if her ^uceessar, 
QueeaElizabetb, he wasltflly itest-ored to his benefice, 
and died at a good old age, bequeathing to posterity an 
example of firmness and perseverance in the religion 
wihioh he bad embraced, well worthy of unltiition. ^ke 
other is tbe case ef 4be llev« Marmadake Moppe, 1^90 
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rector of this parish, whose paternal estate, on the ISth 
of November, 1652, was forfeited "for treason/* and 
himself sequestrated from his living, "for the heinous 
and damnable offence of playing at cards, three several 
times, with his own wife!!!" a genuine specimen this 
of the principles (?) which actuated the Rump Par- 
liament, during the fanatical and puritanical times of 
the commonwealth ! 

The monuments and monumental inscriptions are not 
numerous, nor, with one or two exceptions, are they 
particularly interesting. In the north aisle is an an- 
cient mural monument, uncommonly beautified with 
whitewash; the upper part, which projects, is supfiorted 
by pillars ; in the centre of the tablet is the figare 6i 
a man kneeling, having a desk and l^ok open before 
him ; round his neck the broad ruff, much worn in the 
time of Queen Elizabeth ; there is no inscription what- 
ever to show for whom it was erected. Within the altar 
rails, on a bras? plate, is the following. 

Hie j^cet DiBB stephtDus Coe in.Aftibm Mtgipter .qro94am RiPtv IrtiTUf 
Eccleaae qvi amraam deo reddidit sexto Aprilis anno dm. 1Q14. 

On the same floor stone, and nearly in the centre, 

Robert Coe^ of 
ird, ia Um y«r 
year or bis age. 



Hare Ij^th inter* d the body of the truly just and Tertuous Rob 
Ordsall, gent, who departed this life for a better. March the 33rd, i 
of ouf bieaied Lord 1718, and in the 74th year of tiis age. 

On another to the north is as follows, 

**(lttati8 vitae funs Ita," this is to the memory of the wife of tfaeraboefei 

■ Another on the north side of the chancel. 

Johannnes Pigot, A. M. Ecclesiae Cathedralis et Melropolitanias Cantafia 
« se^ CoQcionaturibus Ecclesiae Southwell Canoniens et faujus Bcelesiae Reclpr 
obiyt Aug. 21, A. D. 1727, annus natus. Elizabethae uxoris ejus cineres jssta 
mxA dapcait^ oby t'Jao. 4th, A. D. 17 i 8, 60 annus nafcs^ . 



On a plate in the south aisle^ 

Here lyeth the body of John JOHIISON, who died October 10th, 1680^ 
gnd wrii buriett Nove^iber 1st, in the 43rdf year of hU nge^ he was thCtoa <if 
Stephen Johnson, of Ordsall, and Anne his wife, and marned Catharine, the 
daij^hter of Wm. Brownlow, of Ol«in|;ton, by whom he had isrtie oihe tb/d, 
Stephen, deceased, and one daughter Elizabeth surviving, aged 11 yeani 
The memory of the just is blessed. 

The following inscription to the memory of the Rev. 
William Dcnman, before mentioned, was formerly in 
the churchy but I do not find it there at present. 

FiliiuATmigenmihimtdeTmaUUhmMt, 

Nomine turn Denma*^ arte magitter ermm. 
PoMtorem Ordtalie Marue regnante rewiohm 

HestUuil princept KUzcAetKa grem. 
Continue Sr feci eaperet Retforiua/ructut 

Progredier ti' qui Reiigiome studeni. 
Pauperibus $tntxisie domos Ord$alia novii. 

Mol ■ ■ 



role tub Aac tandem morhhn ecct cwbo. 
MoHvuM ! ahfattor^ vUam fradyco beattis. 
Terra cadaver habet^ tpiritUt attra cohi, 

t 

•The most recent monuments are belonging to Ihe 
famUy of the Masons, on one of which, is as follows. 

Sicrsd to the memory of ANNS MasoHv of- Eaton, in this eounty. 
who was born the lOth March, 1743, and. died the 8th, January, 1796} and 
Cktharine Itfaaon, of Eaton, in this county, who was bora the eUi, Oetobst, 
1745, and died- the Ifttli May, 1807: and George Mason, Esq. of Eaton, in 
tliif o*u0ty, who was born the IStK Jnly> I94I, and died tha SOth, JoM, 
1809. 

' On another opposite to the above. 

Sacred to the memory of Wm. MasOH, Es^, of Welham, wlu> wasbOTb 
the ^th, January, 1747, and died 31st, September. 180a JAHB, relict of 
WitMamMasoB, Esq. of Welham, bom 8Sth, March, 1751, and dfed CRb, 
February, 1833. 

< . . . . • 

In the south aisle is a table of benefactions, and 
a monument to the memory of Richard Brownlow, of 
Thramplton ; alsp of Mrs. Anne Turnell, his daughter. 

Tlie font is plain, and cannot boast of much antiquity. 

The linng is a rectory, in the ghft of the Right Hon* 

;L^r4 WharncBffe; it was valued at £^4 when Mr. 

Herey was patron^ Uis now valued in the kifig's books 



t\4 



Stfinun. 



£19. 10«. 7^. and pay« for tenths, £l. 19^. Of^4 for 
Ijfiiodals^ 4^.; for first fruits, 7s. 6«r.; and for procnra- 
iionsr 6s. Sd. Rectory — the Bev. F. Foiclowe. 



^ Catalogue of the Rectors ofOrdsall. 



Temp. ihst. 



eth Ides Feb. — 



11 KaLMar. 1313 »«* A»rd« d* Longo Prate. 



4ihIdesNoT.1332 
10th May, i364 



90th June, 1410 
4th June, 1415 
90th June, |416 
32nd June, 1417 
!l6th Niv, 141S 
26th July, 1484 

dth Dec. 1441 



SWh S^p. 1483 
U|bApril»14ad 
Dth July, 1487 

SOthAug. 1506 
34at Jm. T5I2 
Snd June, 1550 
i6th Jan. 1556 

4ltt»'Apirfl, 1568 

^tkSep. I6i4 
9td March, 1631 

9Snd Oct. 1673 



BBCTOBB8 ICCLB. 



Dm TfaMM. de Burton, S^b. 



Pbr. 

Dibs Liurence de Hercy, CI.. . 
Dms Thos. de Ordaall, Pbr. . . . 

Dms John de SHandalle 

83rd Decern. 1379ii' Dms John de Burton, Pbr ... . 



Ou. 



.1737 

.17-13 
ilT74 
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Dma Will. Burgh 

Dms Robt. Cave, Pbr. . ., 

Dms Reginaldus de Tylne, Pbr. 

Dms JohnlVIarton, Pbr 

i^DlHB Robt Conynye, Pbr 

' Dms Adam Southe, Pbr 

NDras Robt Smith, Pbr 

Dms John Hardfiab, Cap 

Dntf Riiibt Bay&bug Dottning- 
ton 

Dms Rad. Stanhope '. . 

,: Dm* Will. Rose, Pbr. 

Dms Greg. Warych, Cap 

Dms J<An Helwys, Pbr 

Dms Robt Neville, M.A 

Dms Will. Denmaa, CL 

Dms Robt. Blundesby. 

Dms Wm. Denraan, CI .., 

Dms FVttcis Neryle, CI 

ReT. Ed. Masw, CL M. A 

Rev. Marm. Moore, C! 

Rev. Will. Haughton, CI 

Rev. Ed. Raynes, CL M. A. . . . 

Rev. Jolin PigBtt,CL M. A, . . . 

Rey. — Mason. 

Rev. Thomas Cockshutt^ M. A- 
Rev. Joseph Seott 

Rev.F.B»zIowe,,M;A 



PATBONl. 



Dms Hugo de 
Hercy 

ydem 

ijjdem 



SirT.Hercy,kt 

ijdem 
^dem 
ydem 
ydem 

Hugo Hercy 
^dem 

Humph. Her- 
cy, Esq. 
ndem 

Feeoir. Hugo 
Hercy, £Sq. 

Humph. Her. 

*^5^»Esqi- 
\)dem 

Dms Jn. Hercy 

ijdem 

KiDgJafllKs,1>y 

lapse 
Ditto 
Lyon Falcoi^r 

Anna Worsley 
Sidney Wort. 

ley, Esq. 
John Baker, 

Esq. 
EdwTwortley 
Earl of Bute 
Lord Wham. 

cliAi. 



VACAT, 



Resig 
Resig 

Reaig 

Mort 
Mort 
Mort 
Resig 
Resg 

Resig 
Resig 

Mort 

Resig 
Mort 

Mort 

Mart 

Mort 

Depro 

Vacat 

Moit 
Resig 
fU^ 
Mori 

w 

jMort 

Mort 
Mort 



GROVE. 



CHAP. XIV. 
— J^amilS ot tit tfsr«». 



iU* 



GlENERAL DESCRIPTION^ ET(i* 

. Tflfi barony of Grove, with the manor of West Ret« 
ford, was part of the large property gran ted by William 
the Gooqneror, to Roger de Busli^ and is thas noted in 
Doomsday survey :— ^ 

jH In Grave . hbr Aluui & Osmund . IlII. bou trsB 

— - 7 - 7 

& dim ad gld. Tra . Ill . cSLr. Ibi Robt. ho Rog 

7 7 

inOirdtthtie ht. I. cftr & dim. & VI uill & III bord. & I. 

- - - 7 7 - 

I. te ft dim g^jch hntes II. car & dim. Ibi pbr & aeccla. & 

.Thi.I. car. ^ ^ ' 7 - 7 - 

Vm. ac pti. Silua past. I. lev Ig. & dim lat. 

• . o 7 

T. R. E. ual. XI. sol. m. similit. 
From Roger de Busli it came to Gerbert (oriGilbert) 
de Arches^ Baro de Grove, (in the early part of the reign 
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ef Henry the seeond,) whose great grand-danghter, 
Theophania^beiDg a co-heiress, carried it to Malvesiaiis 
de Hercy, in the reign of Henry the third. It eontinned 
in the Hercy fiamily till Sir John de Hercy bequeathed 
it to Barbara y one of his sisters, and co-heiresa, vh<^ 
had married George Nevile, Esq. of Ragnall, in whose 
family it continued till the latter end of the seventeenth 
eentary, when Sir Edward Nevile sold it to Sir Cres- 
well Levinz, one of the Judges- of the ComnKm Fleas. 
I^r CreaweU Levinz was succeeded by hiason, William 
LeviuY, who resided at Grove, and was sometime mie of 
the menders for East Retford, and afterwards far the 
county. This William Levinz left a son, William, whe 
alienated the greatest part of his inheritance, and sdd 
the manor and estate of Grove, with its appurtenances, 
ia the year I76Sr, to Anthony Eyre, Esq. ef Ranipt<>n, 
and of Adwielt, the liftther of Anthony Hardolph Byie, 
Esq. the present possessor. A large brick house, ia 
the eld English style, with gable ends, and mvllion win* 
dews, had been erected at Grove> at a period which is 
lot known, and had undergone -considerable alteratioos^ 
louring the wars between the Houses of York and Lan- 
Mister^'.tbb ..Hercy famtly, with their > nei^^libevn' th^ 
Stonhqpea^ of Rampton, were .active si^porteris of the 
House of liAncaster, and daring the arduous atrugfle 
ior superiority, were j&eqiiently surrounded by dangers- 
•f no common kind; till at. length victory 

-f **1\>Tii«ior'0bro#trkMrer*dlfaeg!BQi,, 

f, '.. XbftloDsdi*Bate4dM«m..' 
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Aftervarda, as a mark of their zed!, and as a remeni^ 
bfance of their past services, they each of them laserleA 
In the walls of their respective mansions, a scnlptnroi 
n^se and crown, the device assumed by Henry the 
"seventh, and by many, of his adherents. This device 
MIS placed in the house at Grove, over a largo Crothie 
window, which lighted the principal 'staircase. Sir 
OnoswellLevinz and his son, made some alterations in 
Ihe liottBe, and Mr« Eyre after he piirchased it, entirely 
Siltored' the character of it, removing the whole of th^ 
ancient roef^ and pnlling down a considerable part of 
•^ south-west fronts In the place of which, under tha 
dfreetion of Mr. Carr, the architect, he built a suite of 
rooms of handsome and mere convenient dimensions. 
In making this alteration, he took down a atone tower^ 
which must have been built la the time of Queen £liza« 
%eth, and under it were found a considerable number 
of the coins of that Queen's reign. 

The lordship of Grove is. extensive, oontatning about 
IMO acr^s, part of which is covered with wood, and 
the rest is occupied^ either in grazing, or to. agricultiv- 
jul purposes. 

The situation 4»f <Gr6ve Hall, is said to.be the most 
Novated and pictares^ue in the county ; on. aU sides* 
<the views are pleasing and extensive : to the east ti» 
levels of Lincolnshire appear beautifully tinted with 
variety, the view of which, is backed with the noble 
j^romontory on which part of the city of jLincoln stands* 

2 Tit 
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whilst the mioster rears its Tenerahle head, and overf 
looks the vast phiias which extend thenselrea until the 
ocean terminates their hounds. To the. west the view 
] 8 equally extensive, the ancient^ forest of Sberw«>d, 
from the numerous woods and plantations which rear 
iheir heads in every direction,' reminds the hebolder of 
ancient days, when the famous oaks displayed their 
towering boughs; this very interesting view is only 
terminated by the hills of Kinderskout in Derbyafaire. 
To the north and south, numerous objects are dj8tini> 
guisbable, to enumerate which, would exceed my limits, 
and the place roust be visited ere the beautiful aeenery 
can be propedy appreciated, 

OASTLE HILL WOOD, 

*f All hail I ye mighty, Tenenbte woriw 
Qf our forefathers, great in deeda of arms I 
To late posterity memorial stand 
Of their immortal fiune." 

• The situation of Grove, being bold and commanding, 
and strongly fortified by nature, we can hardly suppose 
<that it would escape the attention of those warriors, 
who, in ancient days led on their respective armies to 
the combat, as being a place admirably suited for mili- 
tary purposes, and capable of being used as an <sxp?o^ 
ratory situation: to the greatest possible advantage. 
Accordingly I find such traces as strikingly corroborates 
the above supposition. 

Within the precincts of the p^rish^ is a i^ood, gene- 
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rally designated ** CaHle Hill Wood;* where, as ite 
aame imparts, has formerly stood a castle on a ntonnt, 
which apfiears to have heon surrounded hy a double 
trench of considerable magnitnde, having l^he entrants 
to the south-cast.^ To the 8onth*east of this mount \^ 
9k picee of ground, now almost level, where the traces of 
^suodations are discernible ; this is surrounded by 
a moat, both wide and deep, having formerly circum- 
scribed a mansion or castle, but of which no memorials 
are now . in existence. This place, as well as the one 
just alluded to, together with the greatest part of a|i 
extensive wood, arc stHlcircumvallated, and a trench or 
foss, in some instances double/may be distinctly traced 
for upwards of a mile. 

It is generally acknowledged that this part of the 
country formed a portion of the settlements of the 
Coritaniybut that in common with the rest of the island, 
it became a prey to the Roman armies, who, in making 
the conquest, were necessitated to undergo condderaUe 
hardships and privations, and on obtaining possession^ 
to cast up those fortresses and bulwarks, which, in 
almost every part of the kingdom, remain to the pre- 
sent time, as meipentos of th^ir brav^y and determined 
perseverance. 

To this period thereforcs it appears to me, may be 

' ■_ I II I , lll.l-l ■ ,1 p. .■< ■• I MMMM^M -11 

* The Bituation is particularly noted income of the oldest ma^ 
of this county, under the appellation of "LittU^ Gnn$^lf^ 
Castle*'* 
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iproptrly attribiltttd the fdrmatloa of these eaEteHsM 
^woficc, alt^ngb others bare siqipMsd tbem to ba're been 
odgini^y Bi^tisb. WUbJtbis opwl9a I anitot liieliaed 
^ :eoincid«, becaase thwrc are etber ciroomstances eon- 
earring- witb the above, tending to eonftrm the sappo- 
Mtton of their beimg of ^ Roman origin. About a tiah 
beyond Oringley are the traces of an «ncampnaeiit i» 
the right of the rofad leading to I«everton ; which road 
has every appearanoe of having been Roman, aod was 
. 450ntiniied to North Le^verton onward to the Roman 
Hitation at LHStleborongh,* without fetching the compass 

-. ^ Thti plaoe has ,occ«pied Ike atteaUoa of anti^iiaiiaiis for 

a long period, in aliempting to fix opop iti aa th^ Segelocmn, 

meiiti9ned ii^ the Iteperaiyof Aotooiniis. Camden. Jn his -first 

^edition of the Brittanica in 1694^ had fixed this station at Ee^toq, 

bat afterwards, it is said^ he changed his opinion in favour of 

•liittleborongh. Mr. Horeley, also decidedly says « Segelocom 

4>r Agelocnm, as called in two 4ier8, is certainly JUttleboroogh.'' 

vPr.ii(Ale.wasofth^ same opinion j and Pegge* in his Britiift 

Topos;rapJby* aeejqs to cQi,aelde therewith. To such an hoil^^f 

iOhservations and conjectures^ I cannot presume to add any thinj* 

!«ave that of recording an hnmble opinion in favour of that giveo 

*'by Mr. Horsley. 

i In 1S84, when, the inelosures between the bridge and town 
.were fint ploughed up, many coins of Nerva» Trejan, Hadriasy 
^onstantiD^i &c. werq found> together wit|i It^tagUos of Agatc^ 
jmd Cornelian^ the finest coloured ums^ and patera, some 
^Toughi in basso relievo» with the workman's name, geneiydly 
impressed on the inside of the bottom ; also a i^»Quaj or gooit^ 
#riflii an emperot^ bead embossed upon it. Again^ in XTUilIi9 
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towards Soutk'Leverton, which it bow does; and the' 
old road maty still be traced, beiog^ with the interFoa-'' 
tioa of ft wood^ nearly entire.*^ 

TH£^ PARISH CHURCH, ETC. 

The period when this church was founded is not 
exactly known, bat in all probability it was anterior 
to the conquest, as in Doomsday-book is observed, that 
here was a priest and a church, and eis[ht acres of 
naeadow; pasture wood one league long and half-a-one 
broad, of the yearly value of 40^. Anciently it wae 
a double rectory, and also a vicarage of medicties, but 
on the 3rd of the nones of May, 1227^ Walter de 
Grey, Archbishop of Vork, consolidated them^ when 
George de Ordsall, who was vicar of one mediety, wae 
presented to the whole by Malvesinus de Hercy, (the 



very handsomely moulded altars were dug up, and in 1759, the 
drawing of another was communicated to the society of antiqna^ 
H^. ' A'cdHoilB t&ssdrai or tally, was alsof Ibmid near thii^ 
l^aeef tbese talUes were supposed to hav^ Imen nsed^ in thef >R«i<^ 
BMui armies, to distinguish each other firmn the enemy^'aiHllbr 
setting the nightly watch. 

* On this road, between Leverton and Littleborough, formerly 
existed a stone bridge, about the repairs of which, several dJs* 
pates airose. In 12i53^ the co^ri 6f' Oswardbeck was held 
at Starton,. when an InqulsltfOi]/ wks taken, as to whethef the 
Inhabitants of Stnrton and Fenton, or th^ abbot of WelbeckV 
- shoald repair it ; the Joron gave It in favour of the abbot. Anc 
ther inquisition was likewise held at Retford^ ^ 1290^wheii fbr 
|nry foood as'before* 
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first ' of tbat aircieiit family >) on condition that he 
BboaM allow the rector 2^9, per annum, for ever. 

In 1425, Sir Thomas Itercy, Knight, hequeathed to 
the rector of this church, " in name of his principal,'' 
his best horse with his array, according to his estate. 
tEctrophrey Hercy, Esq. at his death, bequeathed ''his 
soul to God, and his body to be buried in the Queare 
or Chancel of the Invention of the Crosse of Grove/' 

The situation of this church is peculiarly pleasing 
and interesting ; seated on an eminence, and surrounded 
by trees- rendered venerable from their great age, it 
may with propriety be stiled a place where 

" The traTeller outworn with life'f pilgrimage dieury^ 
lAyi down hu rude staii; like one that is weai^, 
Andvweetly repow* fitf^evtf.** 

Indeed, the whole scene is calculated to excite those 
finer feelings of the mind whilst ruminating over the 
scattered fragments of mortality ; whilst they, uncon- 
scious of the visitors tread, sleep on* in silence and 
obscority. Here the ashes of some of the bravest 
and best of human kind commingle together, and al- 
though the destroyer — ^Time, has obliterated nearly 
all the visible signs which once mark*d the hallowed 
spot, he has not yet been enabled altogether to blast 
with his oblivious breath those records which bear tes- 
timony that they have once existed. 

The church is small and ancient ; it is dedicated to 
fit. Helen, and consists of a nave and chancel; in its 
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exterior it has nothing whereof to boast, its interior 
is simple^ clean, and in good repair. The tower i3 
squat and contains two bells. 

Within the chancel are two or three cnriou^ antique 
monumental floor stones, on one of which is inscribed 
an ornamental cross, but the rest is illegible. By the 
aide of this is another to the memory of Hugo de 
Hercy, on which 

** Outstretch'd togctber are exprest. 

He aod my Lady fair; 
With hands uplifted on the breast. 

In attitude of prayer. 

This is an alabaster slab, six feet six inches long, and 
three feet three inches broad ; one of the figures, re- 
presents a man in armour, on his head a hat and feather, 
a greyhound at his feet looking up, — the face worn out: 
at his side a woman, — her face and head-dress very 
indistinct, on the left side of her head some appearance 
of a reticulated dress. The crack across the stone is 
80 splintered that whatsoever has been at her feet is 
not now to be known. Above the man's head is A 
MM, but the colours are quite indistinct ; above the 
woman's, the saltiere is engraved, with a round pell,-^ 
it appears black, being inlaid with pitch. Near the 
edge of the stone — 

"itU jMtt %it0a Kerrs qui ohiit 93E Vie Setem^ 
irte anno lim m* tut, h b. tt fflf}8ftet]b ufot e|M 
quaf oiiit anno Irm m. tttt. I. animat yropdetnr 
Sen5(/' 

In the aisle is another, having the following,-- 

- »«trgM> KaUmiat Ktilk oMit iTmo. dk Mwi ieS3, 
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In tbe chancel is a neat mural monument as under,— 

To the memory of WJLLI AM L^viHZ^E*^. only »^^^^ 




Sth iwfil in the 5l8t year of her age, and heth here interred. 



A Catalogue cfthe Rectors of Grove. 



TEMP. INST. 



8th Ides Mar.1237 
5K,al. July1302 

Ides March, i307 

14 Kal. Oct. 1308 
Idea Oct. 1309 

Gides April, 1315 
'7Kal.Maii, 1341 



BECTOBES ECCLB. 



PATBONI. iTACAT. 



.1396 



I8th March, 1428 
•9th Junn, 1431 
ist April, 1434 

*24th Mail, 1494 

13th Aug. 1407 
'4th Aprfl, I47S 
,9th Sep. 1472 
583rd Sep. 1487 
7th Sep. 1502 
Snd Oct. 1508 
18th Feb. 1512 
'14tti 8ep: 15!81 

>lit Sep. 1554 
6th I^y, 1579 

-Silst Sep. 1611 



|5t^ Sep* 166S 

■ \f»^ 

\. '. 1726 

•___^1737 

__1749 



DmsBudelaMon,a. ...... 

DiiisStep. dcWobrinffton, Sub. 
Dms Robt. Brennand, dc licver- 

ton.Cl -. 

Dms John de Hercy, Ci 

Dmp John de Corbrtdge, Pbr. 
Dms John de ScsrdAurgh, 

Acolites ..••;•• 

Dnw ThoB. de Amcotea, Aeoli- 

ies 

DmsThos. fil. Robt de Ask- 

hain, Pbr. 

Dms WHl. Ronfp, Pbr 

Dm» Will. Stayne, Pbr 

Dms John Brantyn^aiii, Pbr. 
Dms John Stephenson, Pbr . . 

Dms Thomas Wahnesley^Pbr 

Dms Thoft. 3ttthwoi1!h. ...,'*.. 

Dms Thos. Bib,Oip 

Dms Rich. lieveeny. Cap.. . . . 
Dms Will. Mauleverer, Cap. . . 
Dms Cuthbert Darwin, Pbr. . . 
Dms Robt Nevill, Ch ...;... . 
Dms Thos. Elton, Pbr . , . . «^. . 
Dms Matthias wjtton, A. M. . 

Dms John Robynson, CI 

Dms Wilk Perpoynt 

Rev. Francis Nevill, CI 

Rev. Gervaa Nevill, CI. M. A. . 

Rev. Walter Bridges, Ci 

Rev^ Nathan Towi^ell. . , 



WiU. Rufns 
Hugo de Hercy 

ijdem 

ijdera 
i|]dem - 

qdem 

Sir Hago ds 
. Hercy 



pMort 



■««- 



Jlf99 



I *««• V* 



Rev. 



\ ■ »i 



pMoii 

pM«rt 

Kath. Hercy p Ra>» 
cadiem ; 

eadem p ws% 

Feofiaton. Hu. q^ 

gonis Hercy ' ^7 

iidem p B^f 

Hdem pDl«rt 

Sdem pgoj 

— Hercy,B»q. p 55 

iidem p jMg. 

Ideik ptU«9 

Sdem pBgf 

Jfi.'Hercy^Xiq^ p W 

ijdem 

Sir John tiefcy ^ . 
Geo.NevilVEsqpMort 

.Will. Nc^ttl, 
Esq. 



Bd.Nevffl,B(K|.JpM*»^ 
Extores Ed. _ Mart 
Nevill,]^, I* 



Rev. Stephen 4Uooper. , ., . ^,. .v 

Rev. Robt Wright. ! 1 .. . .V. ." 

Rev. Wm. Paahley 

Rev. Ghirles Evw, '.%*»,;..• 
^ Rev: A. YottHM. A.:........ 



Wm.Wogan, U 
«8un;BAci,X84* 



•Win iLeviiw. Tiiort 

Esq. i 

— Levins, Biq.pM««* 
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The liTiiig of Grove is a rectory^ and when Mr« 
•Herey was paton» it was valued at £10; it is now 
£1 1. 14«. 2d. in the king's books, and pays for tenths, 
£1. Sa. 6d,; for first fmits/e^. Si.; and for synodals, 
d«. Patron, Anthony Hardolph Eyre, Esq. Inennn 
bent. Rev. Abraham Yoale, M. A^ 

FAMILY OF THE EYRXS. 

The Eyte family came over from Normandy, with 
William the Conqueror ; and we find it early settled in 
the county Of Derby. By an tnquiHtio post mortem 
taken in the reign of Edward the first, it appears that 
Robert le Eyre was settled at Hope, in Derbyshire, 
which he held for being hereditary warden of the Peak 
Forest ; we find also by an Inquisitio poet mortem in 
the reign of Edward the third, that William le Eyre de 
Hope, was also warden of the forests of Edale, Hassop, 
'and Derwent. One of this family married Joan of 
iPadley, who being an heiress> brought to her husband 
the manor and estate of Padley, and other considerable 
estates in the county of Derby. From the Eyres of 
Hope, many scions branched off, settled in difiierent 
places, and became heads of families.* One branch 



* One branch of thii family settled at Hassop, in the county 
of Derby, and still resides there; and having married the heiress 
of the Ratcliffe family, obtained the earldom of Newbnrgh, 
which title; the present possessor of Hassop, now enjoys. Ano^ 
Iber branch settled at Rowter, in Derbyshire, and the last of tfafti 
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settled at Kiveton, on the borders of Vorksbire ; and 
besides Kiveton, possessed the large manor of Newb^t^ 
,m the eoanty of Derby. A descendant of this familj^ 
Apthony Eyre, of Kiveton, married Barbara, reKct of 
John Babington, Esq. of Rampton, Nottinghamshire 
(a younger branch of the Babingtons, of Dethick,) 
daughter of Sir Henry Nevile, of Grove ; and his son. 
Sir Gervas Eyre, married the daughter and co-heiress 
of the above John and Barbara Babington. This Sir 
Gervas Eyre, took an active part in favour of Charles 
the first, during the troubles in that reign. He raised 
and commanded several troops of horse for tlie king, 
and was esteemed one of the best horsemen in the king's 
army. He died at the siege of Newark ; where also 
his father, General Eyre, lost his life. Sir Gervas and 
his father, sold the property at Kiveton and Newbolt, 
to Sir Edward Osbourn^ ancestor of the Duke of I^ieeds, 
and came to reside at Bampton. The son of Sir Ger- 
vas Eyre,-^Anthony Eyre, was chosen knight of the 
shire for the county of Nottingham, at the first aeir 
Parliament, which was summoned by Cbarles tba a^ 



Imuicb left a dausbter and heireai, who married the lale Vis- 
count Massarene, and the whole has since been sold. Another 
branch having n^arrled pm heiress of Gell, of Hopton, fissum^ 
tbe ntaqfi aiid anps of Qell, and bis descendants continue tq re- 
side at HQpton. Otber branches ^Iso settled in tbe neigbboiif- 
hood of Sheffield and Chesterfield, and tbe Eyres of WlJtsfalit* 

4 

S»d of Ireland, can trape tbeir pedigree to tbe fibres -of Q^pe^ 
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cond, and he served in that Parliament, till his death. 
Gervas Eyre, the son of the ahove Anthony, was re- 
turned to Parliament at different times, as knight of 
the shire, and died of the small-pox in London, in 1702, 
when attending his daty in Parliament. He left a soik, 
Anthony, (with other children,) a minor, who pulled 
down the old family house at Rampton, and removed 
to an estate which he had at Laugh ton- en-le-Morthen, 
until he purchased the estate of Adwicke, near Doneasr 
ler, of his uncle. Sir George Cooke. He then removed 
to Adwicke, and continued to reside there till his death ; 
he was hurled at Laughton. He left one son, Anthony, 
and four daughters. Anthony married Judith Letitia 
Bury, daughter of John Bury, Esq. and great niece of 
Sir Hardolph Wastneys, Bart, of Headon Park, in the 
county of Nottingham. He purchased of Mr. Levinz, 
in 1762, the estate and appurtenances of Grove, which 
joined to the old family estates of Rampton and Tres- 
well; and to Headon, which came to him hy his wife. 
He then removed to Grove, where he made great alter- 
ations in the house and place« and made it his principal 
residence till his death in 1788. He served in several 
ParHaments for the horougli of Boroughhridge. He 
bad four sons and two daughters. The eldest son, 
Anthony Hardolph, was hrought up in the aripy, and 
obtained the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the 1st 
lic^m^t of Foot Guards, and was for some time mena- 
jbec of Parliament for ih/a county of Nottingham. He 



• • • • 

married In 1783, Francisca Alicia^ third daughter of 
Bichard ' Wilbrafaam Boo tie, Esq. of La thorn Honse, 
Lancashire, and sister to the present Lord Skelmersdale, 
•and had by her one son, Gervase Anthony, bom October 
^9th, n9l, icrho was also in the 1st Regiment of Foot 
Guards, and was unfortunately killed at the victory 
gained at Barrosa, in Spain, March 7th, 1811, in his 
20th year. He has also three daughters, the eldest of 
whom, Mary Letitia, married the present Earl Man vers, 
and has by him Charles Evelyn, Viscount Newark, and 
other children. Frances Julia, his second daughter, 
married Granville Venables Vernon, Esq. son of the 
"Bight Hon. Edward Vernon, brother of Lord Vernon, 
and Archbishop of York, and by him has several child- 
ren. Henrietta, his third daughter, married first, in 
1816, her cousin, John Hardolph, eldest son of Arch- 
deacon Eyre, who died S. P. 1818. Secondly, in 1^25, 
Henry Gaily Knight, Esq. of Firbeck Hall, Yorkshire. 
John, the second son of the above Anthony Eyre, 
was brought up in the church, and became Rector of 
Babworth, Canon residentiary of York, Prebendary ot 
Southwell, and Archdeacon of Nottingham. He mar- 
tied in 1790, Charlotte, daughter of Sir George Army- 
tage, of Kirklees, Bart, by whom he had several chil- 
dren, tw6 of which only survive, Charles Wasteneys, 
in Holy Orders, tl^ctor of Carlton in Lindric, Notts. 
' and Charlotte, married to Itenry Willoughby Cisq. At. t, 
of SettiingtoA, Yorkshire. 



ifamilp of tit iSjutt^* 



231 



Charles^ the third son of the ahove Anthony Eyre, 
was hroaght up in the chareb^ and beeame Rector of 
Headon cum Uptou, and <xf Grove, g(iid.dfi^d nnmarriej. 

George^ the fourth son of the above Anthony Eyre, 
was brought np in thei. .navy* ^e obtained the honor 
of knighthood for his gallantry in taking the Island of 
Santa Maria^ in the Mediterranean^ and was afterwards 
made K. C. B. and became an 4-dmiral« . He. iq^i:rie4 
ij^eorgiana, daughter of Sir George Cooke, of Wheatley, 
Bart, and has by h«r several children. The eldest of 
'whom, George /is Rector of Molesworth/Huntingdon- 
shire ; and the second son^is a Captain in the army,— « 
he has also six daughters. 

The inns are 
ikrgeat, on a cbeyron, nble, tl)ree.qiiartcrfoi]ir or } tbeu; xitetj u, %^oi^ii^* 
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CLARBOROUGH. 



CHAP. XV. 

(rt« — (kTatalogue of ttitariH-Cie flamlet nC 
SoXiam— l^amUt ot MKelj^m— |^amletj( nl 
;fBoorj9:aU atilr £iy{ttaI'%{Il---%amUt oC fErCttle 
iiEfremlts. 



GENERAL DCSGRIFTION^ ETC. 

As Qsnal I must again refer to that original record. 
Doomsday-book, for the oldest account we have of this 
place, that can be depended npon. The mention there 
made of Clarborough, is as follows : — 

fUL In CLArMRBFRG. hb Ragenald. 11 boy tre ad gld. 

Tra. n cfir. Ibi Fulco ho Bog. h^ dim car. & VHI. 

uiU. & I bord. cG. I. car & dim. & VII. acs ptL 

Silna past. mi. q Ig. & II. ISt. T. R. K nal. VI soL 

K. m? XX. sol. 

Ibide hb. Vlchil dim boa trse ad gld. cQ saca & 
soca. Tra. II. bob. Idem ipse Vlchil tenet de Ro 

m 

gero & ht ibi. II. bord. cfL. II. bob. & I. acra pU 
Siloa past. U. q. Ig. & I. lat. T. R. E. & m ilal. XVI. 
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From which we learn that part of Clarborough belonged 
to the king's great soke of Mansfield, paying the tax 
for two and a quarter bovats of laud. The land was 
one caracute. There was also at that time two soke- 
men, one villain, and one border having six oxen in 
plough, and two mills, the whole valued at 32«. Also six 
acres of meadow^ valued at 40«. There was likewise 
land here of the fee of Sutton, belonging to the Arch- 
lii)shop of "fork, which paid for six bovats and a half 
of land, to the public tax. The meadow land was four 
quare&ts and a half square, which, at the general snr- 
yey, was estimated at forty-five acres. Roger de Busli 
also held certain lands here, which, previous to the 
conquest, was held by Reginald ; afterwards Fulco the 
tenant of Roger, had half a caracute, eight villains, one 
border, one caracute and a half of land, and seven acres 
of meadow, which in the Confessor's time, was valued 
at 6^., but in the Conqueror's at Ws. Ulchil also held 
of Roger two bovats of land, and had two borders, with 
two oxen, and one acre of meadow, which was also 
valued at I6s, The Taynes also had a manor here, 
held by Ulmer, and paid the tax for one bovat and 
a half of land, having sac and soke without a hall. 
Afterwards the said Ulmer held it under the king, and 
bad two villains, one border, and half a caracute, and 
three acres of meadow; it in the Confessor's time 
was estimated at Ss., in the Conqueror's at 29. In the 
time of the Confessor, Archil also held property here^ 
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rained at 4s, — in the Conquaror'a tisoe, Enrm held it, 
when it was valued at 2#. 

For f ome time subsequent to this^ it does imH dl^ 

tifUQtly appear to whom the lands descended^ at least 

so as to trace their course with certamty; we find, 

however, in the fifteenth eentury, that Thomas F|tik 

.wilUani held of Alice, Countess of Aug), the lady of 

.Tickhill., three parts of n kQight'^»iee is Oarbar^ugk 

' and West Drayton. John de Boughton also held htm 

. five acres of land, three roods of meadow, and tHH^ 

^parts of a nnessaage with the appnrtcn^p^s. SI9 Ro^ 

l)eri W^ertof, Kt. also held Innds h^r^. Ip t)i9 jov 

«I^7| Ah%m^deT Banpist^r apd Maripikl^k^ F^nd^y^ 

,«Jaiffi«i} figainst William Banpi^ter, twenly nif d^lMlf ea, 

.^ tofts, if>wr hundred a^sreft of land, forty ^f meadow, 

.«.ne Impdr^d ^f p^stur^, and forty of far^ aad baatb, 

•with the appurtenances in Clarhoroqgh aad olaewherQ. 

In l$74,ThopiasDeDman and Thomas Dawea,claiiBed 

against Franks Benmai), elerk, two wef s^M^^ea, tcQ. it 

,Clarbopottgh. lo 1612, the freeholders ip the vfllagr 

p( Ciarhorongh were Thon^as Fee^^ gent. Alexander 

Sherhrooke^ nep. William liarker, John Ottrr^ D^oais 

fioddlcstime^ and Richard Uarpham. 

The - Tillage, whiel^ ooptaius feveral tofcsafcly w^ 
|»]^lt.hoi|9^a^ is long and atragglii^g, y^ t of » ^hfvlql 
.#94 hefdthy apoear^^e ; it st^^ at.tl^ f^ot ^ « kill, 
fif^ tw^ f^l](i^ porth'Tfi^st f f Eait {t^tford, oa the 
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fltrong and useful, being well adapted either for graaing* 
or for agricultural purposes ; a considerable portion of 
Whidi^ until recently, was the property of tho Duke of 
Devonshire ; but it is now divided into a great numbed 
<jf dmall freeholds. 

THB PARISH CHURCH. 

' This church was founded and endowed in 1258, and 
^s, by Sewall, Archbishop of Yoi'k, given to his newly 
jfounded chapel of St. Mary and All Angels, (sometimes 
Called' St. Sepufchres,) near the minster at York. Oa 
the 4th 6f the &one« of May in that year, it was con* 
^ecrated by Sewall, who directed that the vi^ar should 
have the altarage, with a toft and croft lying next to 
the church yard, the tythes of the enclosed crofts of 
the town, and the tythes of the mills at Bolum, with 
which' he should also find honest sustentation for the 
chaplain at Oreenley, and to another chaplain, if he 
should serve at Clarborough, Wellum, and Bolum. 
Crilbert de Ty va, (who was made sacrist,) and his suc- 
cessors, was ordered to gtire therefrom, to the poor o^ 
the parish, five marks yearly. The patronage of this 
living came to the crown at the dissolution of the be- 
fore nientioned chapel, in which it continued until king 
James granted it to Lord Cavendish, afterwards Earl 
of Devonshire, in whose gift, and his heirs, it continued 
to be vested until recently; when it was purchased by 
BtebtfrdWoodihoiise^ Esq. of London. 

2 h2 
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In 1393, Clarboroiigh formed one of the prebends of 
the cathedral at York, at wliich time Roger de Weston 
was prebendary; by whom it was created, or .when 
discontinued, I^ave not been able to learn. 

The church stands to the south-east of the village, 
on the side of a hill, and is surrounded hy an extensive 
burial ground, where the silent ashes of the dead com- 
mingle with their parent earth. The building consists 
of a nave, a chancel, and two side aisles ; the tower is 
squat and embattled, and contains three bells. 

I remember visiting this church five years ago, when 
the outside was in a most delapidated condition, and 
the interior far from prepossessing ; on my late visit, 
however, I was gratified to find (hat a great change 
had been made for the hetter ; the whole of the inner 
walls having beeu drawn and squared in imitation of 
stonework ; a cpnsiderahle portion of the body been 
repewed.; a gallery been erected at the west end, and 
a small organ, (for which the parishioners are indebted 
to the ipunifiqence of H. C. Hutchinson, Esq.) Severa} 
pf the windows are entirely new^ and the whole fabric 
is highly creditable to those under whose management 
the improven^ents have been effected, 

There are at present few monumental inscriptions 
|-emaining of antiquarian importance ; the following are 
the chief. 

Beneath the altar riuls,— - 

H^ lyetb the body of PpMUKQ BsowVB, wbo ^ied the 40^01 f^. IStf, 
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On another ailjoiniog, surmoanted by a shield, — 

Here is interred the body of Mr. ROBBRT MOWBB, who departed this life 
the 7th July, 1748, aged 39 years. 

Within the altar rails, — 

Here lieth the body of jANfi SMITH, daugtiter of Mary Southworth, and 
4attghter.iii-lav to Edward Southworth, of Wellam, who died the 17 th of 
May« 1«73. 

Adjoining the above, — 

Here lieth the body of Elizabeth Southworth. daughter of Edward 
Southworth, and Mary, his wife, of Wellom, who died the 7tn of June, 1675. 

Inside the altar rails to the north,— 

scored to the memory of John Thorold, Esq. ob. June, 14, ISI8, aged 30 
years: of Rev. CHARLES Thorold. late of Peter House, Cambridge, ob. May 
0, 1820, aged 32 years: the third and fourth sons of Samuel Thorold, Esq. and 
of Susannah his wife. Also to the memory of Mrs ELIZABETH GOODACRB, 
ob. Sept. 13; I8I5, ^ged 95 years; the mother of the above Susannah Th(»x>ld. 

Without the altar rails, — 

Sacred to the memorv of Sauubl Thorold, of Wettiam, Esq. son of the 
late Sir John Thorold, Bart, of Granwell, in the county of Lincoln, died I8th 
January, 1825, in the 76th year of hi^ age. 

Under the gallery, at the west end, is a mural monu- 
ment, surmounted by a female figure weeping over an 
urn, with a long inscription as under, — 

Here lies interred the body of THOMAS OUTTBRIDOE, late of Bollora 
Ifouse, who died the 27th August, 1772, aeed 43 years. Catharine, the 
diaughter of the said Thomas Outy bridge, and Catharine hia wife, died the 9th 
July, 1766, ured 5 months. Thom A 8 their son, died the I5th July, I77I, age^l 
5 months. MiLDRBD their daughter, died the 26th Dee. 1772, aged 3 years 
and 10 months. Catharine their daughter, died the Ist January, 1773, aged 
7 monthi. Not lost, but gone before. In a dormitory beneath this place, are 
depoated the earthly remains of Mary Outybridge, tne only survivmg child 
of ^ said Thomas OutybridgCL and Catttarine his wife; she depai:todthii 
)ife the aisfc of August, 1808, aged 41 years. 

" Thou ftir example from thy early youth. 
Of modest wisdom, and pacific truth : 
Compos'd in Bufferings, and in joy sedate. 
Thy faith and hope in God and Christ was great 
Go that where only bliss sincere is known, 
Qo where to love and to enjoy are ohe. 
Yet take these tears, mortality's relief. 
And till I share ihy bliss, forgive my grief. 
This small remembrance on this stone receive, 
'Tiaall a mother, all a friead can giye." 

After a weary pilgrimage on earth, here tertibe cemiiin of Gatti. Harrisoii, 
mother of the aboye named children, who die bmably bopet4x> meet Iq beayen 
4ied ]Mh.Sept. 1825, aged 78. 
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A Cmltmlogue of the Viomrs t^ Clarborougk, 



TEMP. INST. 



drfonei Oct 1888 

6 IdM Not* 1381 ' 
8NooesJun.1339 
2 Cal. July, 1341 
16kh Nov. 1349 

IBth April, 13Q8 

18th Drc. 1396 
SOth Not. 1404 

1401 An^. 140ft 

ftod March, 1410 
19th June, 1434 
18th Dec. 143T 

14th March, l455 

I 

94th Jane, 148^ 

lOth Feb. 1488 
SOth AprU, 1491 
11th May, 1506 
11th April, 1550 
fil«tliay,1577 

2Ut June, 1617 
UMk Not. 1688 



BBCTOBBS ECCLB. 



90th Dec. 


1661 






.1728 




_1740 




_1756 




^1787 




_1827 



Dma Aclam de Lund, Pbr .... 

Dms Tbot. de' 0urtOQ» Phr. ., . 

Dim Joh. DaTid, Pbr 

Dma Aclam de Clayla* 

Dma Thoe. de Grenley, €iu». . . 
Dim Will, de Herpswell. Pbr 
Dmi Thoa. Cook de Magaa 

Crenlngham 

Dins Will, de Patrioeton 

DniaRobt. Sparrow, Cap 

Dm Robt Baxter de Rafyn, 

Cap 

Dma Uenry de DiKhton, Pbr. . 

Dma Rotf. Burn, Pbr 

Dma Root Donynrton ....... 

Dma Thoa. West, Pbr. ..:... . 

Dma Robt. Cowpec. 

Dma John Witton, Pbr 

Draa Rich. Qodaoiv Cftp 

Dma Robt Yone, Pbr 

Dma Thoa. Gedliw,^ 

Dma Henry Crow^r, Pbr 

Dms John Tltakbarrow 

Draa Robt Arraiated, CI 

Nic.Watlyng^a..... : 

Will. Howe, Pbr:.B. A 



Nath. Hanfte, Pbr. M.A. 

Richard Eyre, CI 

Richard Browneft 

RcT. Benjamin Burrow. . 

RcT. Thonnaa Moore 

Rev. William Jurtice... 

ReT. Edmund Mower . . . . 

Rer. Charlea Cartwrhrht. 

.ReT. JoabnaFUDt 



RcT. Joahua William Brooks. 



PATBON 

SacriataCkpella 
St Mary'flL 
^deia 
ijdem 
^(dem . 
Ijdem 
^dem 

ndem 
^dem 

udem 

^dem 

udem 

pdem 

ydcm 

i|dem 

iidem 

qden 

ydem 

ndem 

ydem 

Edward the 6th 

Queen Btts. 

Will. Dma Ca. 

Tcndish 
Will com. De. 
TonUre 

jidem 

^dena 

Si" 



iidam 
ndeiB 

RichardWood. 
tiouM»Elq 



VACAti 



MEofi 
Roll 



a^*^« 

raviTK 
.Mori 

Renig 
Mor^ 

R«rt|r 



Mfl 

Mbit 
Rcsg 



Mort 



Mart 
M«vt 



M«rt 



The living is a discharged vicarage^ apd the church 
is dedicated to St. John the haptist» It was valued at 
£8 wfien the sacrist of St. Mary's was patron ; it is 
▼alued at £9. 159. 4d. la the king's boek^.' Patron, 
Bfcbard Woodhouse, Esq. Incumbent, the KeV^ J^tF. 
Brooks. 
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THE HAMLET OF BOLHAM. 

BefSore the conquest, Tuvert held part of t^e land 
here, and paid for the same to the Dane-geld for seven 
bovats, afterwards it became of the fee of Roger de 
Busli. In Doomsday-book it is stated to be of the 
berue of the soke of Laneham, belonging to the Arch- 
bishop of York. Subsequently Gaufrey, the man (or 
' tenant) of Roger^ beld at Bolnm, one caracute, two 
sokemen, four villains, three borders, having four cara* 
Gutes and a half of land. The meadow land was eight 
quarents long, and two broad ; the pasture and wood 
land one league long, and three quarents broad ; which 
altogether, in the Confessor's time, was valued at 40^. 

• * » / - 

in the Conqueror'6 at 50«. 

' It appears, afmost from time immemorial, that Bol- 
liam has had a mill within its precincts, which oncf? 
belonged to the ancient and worthy family of the liove- 
'tots, of Worksop, and was by £mma, the wife of Wil- 
'Uam de Lovetot, given to the monastery of St. Cuthbert, 
near W&rksop, to buy wine for thq use of the inass ; 
as was also the assart* of Assaley, to make wafers fqr 
the celebration of the same sacrament. Matildii^ de 
^Lovetot, the last of the family of the Lovetots, y/fho 

. * An Q9$mi WM9 a piep9 of groaiid m»0rted; that li» ffliHtll 
pr cleared i from »fuTio, tQ \rped ; nccordipg t« Niohol9» *^ Bwurt* 
was a forest phrase for a cultivated spot, from the FrencJi 
^Mssartir^ to make plain.'' 
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married Gerard de Furnival, confirmed this gift, and 
also another of all Bolnm^with the land and mill, which 
Richard de Lovetot, her grandfather, had previously 
given. 

After the dissolution of the monasteries, Henry the 
eighth, by letters patent, dated October 28th, 1545, 
granted this manor to Sir Robert Swyft, Kt. and bis 
bfother William, and their heirs, together with two 
mills there, (one of which was designated as a Walk 
Mill,) and two gardens called the Chappel and Old 
Yard, which continued in their family until 1565^ when 
it was conveyed to Francis Wortley, Esq.; it is now the 
property of the Thorold family. 

That a chapel once existed here, will not admit of 
a doubt, as the situation on which it atood is still de- 
signated'^ The Chapel Yard/' and mention is made of 
it in Archbishop Greenfield's Register; hut at what 
period it was founded there are no records to show. 
One of the said Archbishops gave the church at Bolum, 
with the appurtenances, then belonging to a prebend 
at York, and valued at ten marks, to William de 
Lanum, in the absence of the prebendary. 

Bolham is situated on the river Idle, one mile north 
of Retford, and consists of ten or twelve habitations, 
all, with one exception, formed by excavations in the 
sand rock ; the situation is agreeably romantic. The 
light tendrils of the ivy creeping along the rocks, with 
here and there a wild flower rearing its unassuming 
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Ii«ad,f^iires an air ^pfentive serenity to the place wbiek 
cJamiot lUl to affeet the mind ef the spectator.-^whilit 
acoliuna of carliDg smoke risings here a ad there £RMa 
Iha grAssHslad roofs of natnre's hanible cots> reciUIs f6 
nemory f* the daya (if other years/' when tmv rad# 
forelathera were wanderers oa the earlh, with no 
JudtttatioDa^bat dens and caves^*— no food, btit what the 
labd apiontaneouBly gave,<*«-no ieovering, savv tlie skinft 
of .boaatPiT-^no drapery, save the sky. 

THE QAM^ET OF WCXiHAM. 

« .'. . • • , 

In Doomsday record '* Wellome " ia said to helong 
to the king's soke of Mansfield, and paid, eloog with 
Sayenton (not known) the tax for five hovats ajid 
a third; the meadow land was certified to be one q^ua* 
r^nt and a. half long, and oae qaorent and ten percheif 
broad ; the pasture wood nineteen quarents long, and 
two and a half broad, which was altogether valued at 
l0«. Sd, Here also was some land belonging to th^ 
Archbishop of York's fce» valued i^t the same as. the 
abpve. 

About the middle of the twelfth century, there was 
certain lands here belonging to the Lovetots, of Work4> 
sop, which was by Matilda, the last survivor of iba^; 
family, given to the canona of Radforde, (near Workr 
sop,) for the safety of her soul, and tb^ sopla ^f aU 
her sons. This property it appears was considerable^ 
comprehending the greatest part of the hasnlet, fjf 
I find in the year 1517/ it was rented at £5. &e,9d. 
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l»6flid6s chief ronts amoimtiitg to .£!. 1«. 6rf. a year, 
which, at tlie dissolution, was sold to Richard Aicliard- 
aoB^jun. of Clarhoroagh, from whom it descencUd U 
Oabiiel his son, wh*, on the IsC of January, Jd6d,,sold 
it to thfce brothers,— Christopher, George, and Sryas 
Twriselton ; part of it in i634, became the property of 
Edmund Browne, Eaq, he died on the 4th of Febmry, 
1^7, when it descended to two daughters. Tfce O^ihe 
of Devonshire forijaerly possessed considerable praper^ 
here, which was sold in J 813. It is now chiefly owned 
by the Messrs. Hutchiusons, Mrs. Thorold,Mr. itfbwer 
and Mr. Wheelwright. 

Nearly in the centre of the viUage, formerly stood 
a chapel, but of which, no records are now remaiaiiig 
to shew at what period it was either erected or endow- 
ed, or even when it was dismantled. Within what is 
now termed the chapel yard, the marks of the founda- 
tion are discernible, and the ground alfogetiier aboat 
an acre. 

Welham, or the hamlet of the Well, is supposed to 
have derived its name from a once celebrated spring 
(St. John's Well) near the place, which was forned 
into a large bath, and sfill remains entire ; during the 
eaf^ part of the last century, ft was famous for many 
cures, but ktlerly it has lost much of its celebrity. 
The late John Hutchinson, Esq. erected a cottage «d- 
joining, and enclosed the bath, to preserve it from in- 
jury. Here was, until lately, a feast, or feir^held 



'«lrtniftll5L on 8t John^s day^ to which the neighboiiriiig 
Tillagers resorted to enjoy such mral sports or gBotxes 
«8 fimey might dictate. Cold baths like this were 
fiHiBerly regarded with superstitions reterence, beinTg 
supposed to poissess a sovereign remedy for agues, 
'rheumatism, &c. 

' This hamlet is pleasantly situate on the Gainsbro' 
iMtA, about a mile from Eaet RetfOrd, and contaiits 
^fottr 6t fire tolerably well built houses, of which those 
belonging to H. C. Hutchinson, Esq. Mrs. ThoroM, 
Q. Mower, Esq. dnd 8. Thorold, Esq. are the chwf. 
The land in the neighbourhood is of a superior kind, 
'And ^ome of it is, and has been, very productive in the 
'fV^wth of hops. 

MOOHGATE AND flPlTTAL HILI» 

• Are also hamlets within the parish of Glarborough, 
and contain 1920 inhabitants, nevertheless, I find no- 
thing very ancient respecting them, and not even men* 
tioned before the year 1524. They adjoin the borough 

'ol East Retford, and to a person unacquainted there- 
with, they would be supposed to be a part of that 

-filice,from which they are divided by a small stream 

'of water. Within the last half eeiktury, the number of 
buiUings has increased considerably, which may in a 
great measmw be attributed to their proidmity to East 
Retford. The land (with the exception of the common 

•<tMck wasenetosed in 1*700) is ohiefly grass; the rest 

2 1 2 
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t94be^C9iipittrs« 

Af oorgate 1$ vid^ and ^paciwis, and doaUias ofhFenl 
v^U-l^iiiU honaes^iA-pDrtiim of fr hkh^ and the g^DMitcAt 
p^tofQpUtal H^llt. 0taiida:O9 a sand rock liinUar to 
that at Bolham. 

' b ecnsaqMeao^ 'Of tli^s^ lianlett liavlf^ be«aai$ $• 

;t]&icUy populated, aad U}# inother cbmrcli:»t CJinANh 

xoi^h beUig ,a( a^cfa a great •di9taace« it ka9 hBaa 

tihoQght neceesarf to erect a chapel of. j^ase^ for the 

;«tfc«mm^datH>n of thoae lohahitant^ who are meinlitiB 

. i»f lh0 |a^tabli9)bip4 chfirck The gfoiiad n^ gi^en-. \lf 

.£L C. ^utobiosoDy £a^ together witlK a. haBd^^nae 

donation of £500^ which, with several other cpaUilN^ 

tions amoanting to upwards of £3000, the bailding it 

now heing ejected, ki t^ style 6f Gotliic prevalent in 

,lbe ragn of Hcaitf the eighth/ and is liifiel^ t^. be 

-a atruPrture ctediuhle! tp the eatablidimeot. > 

• I . • * 

THE SAMLET OF UTTLE 6REENLEY, 

1 ■ . . ' ^ • ■ 

. ;I ii]^ ^hat it^, j^tf»^^ B^e' of this p)ace ia- a^t 
'f Grif^gley V i^s generally pronouni|e4, bo^ '- Qf^eplfyjv^ 
When Dooiusday^book was conpi^4»it Dvaa chiefly kf- 
leafing to the soke ^f 'Danhaniy/aBd paid the (^affbr 
.two boi^s unda sixth of land« The JUtchbisjlM^4>C 
Yof k ^Uo held aome iftad heroj which pa^ Iha.tasilar 
^oae hoyat and a quai^Jer. . i ; 

. It appease that 1M ^ifi<ff». faiu|}y o{ if^ Ni^tays 
possessed the greatest portion of this hamlet, about 
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^e ytar ldQO» Oa tbe demist ef H€iiry Nerrayft, it 
b6<li»«tlie property of Jilea de Boleshoait* wbo^ soin^ 
4t«ie «fterward9; e«mtej«d \i to hief nephew, Hleiir)r 
^#MtyB> filMg with 64her landfl >q $tr^ttdA (Sttitt^/) 
iWjatoti/ Fonl^n;) and Li«irtoil ^Lererton^) tbe said 
Heary agreeing to pay to thd smid AW^h and hift bein^ 
yearly, a/ pair «tf giib. spars at Wilits1Hlt£defcr«^rte. 
Slmily aftetf ihiSi the estate descended to Williatai da' 
AiHiei a di$taat relatite ol the Norrays, ftho held it 
alonif If itii the cara and e^moioiift of rBast ]Retfolrd,'tfae 
last of which, ia latSO^ he eonveyed to '* ali the nen of 
Betlfortfad/' htid the foi1ner> at his deeeasd^ was hold 
to John Clarke, by John de Herejr, who bad toceei^ded 
to the astute; from hlB» it 4el^nded t^ hiii aoh Bt^an, 
ai|^ in 1^66, it was dfttmed by Liettel Sheft'btoo'ka^ 
along with lands in Grove, Eaift Retford, and Welhala, 
a.aio«itiiig to 100 acres of hud* 100 of meadowp iOO 
of paBtar9» 100 of. ^ood^ and 100 of farze and beaih, 
togather with a garden, an orchard^ one toh, mad 
a aMaam^o. Balseqaently V> this» it wAa soldjf i(ad 
came into a number of hands, of which, ^ ixmaideiMife 
part came to the proprietor of Grove, who is lord of 
the manor, and holds it at the present day. 

Greenley formerly possessed a chapel of ease^ and 
a burial ground ; but wlien it was erected, or even when 
demolished, oo records are Extant. Several human 
bones have been dug up within the last few years, and 
skulls with teeth as perfect as when first interred. 
Some years back a stone coffin was found, but whether 
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tht stone which covered it contained any inscriptioii or 
not^ oannot he ascertained. This coffin was taken from 
its hed and put into a fold yard, and after heing tho- 
roHghly washed ont, was intended to he nsed as a drink- 
ing trongh for cattle ; hut, strange as it may appear ! 
no cattle would touch the water which it contained, 
although drawn from a well close hy; the water of 
which they drank from other troughs without hesita- 
tion. This account I received from several who were 
eye witnesses of the fact. In consequence of this, the 
coffin was again deposited in the earth', hut the bead 
end may he seen protruding from t^e side of the chapel 
hill, at the present time. 

The hamlet is situated in a valley on the declivity of 
a hill, in a romantic and pleasing situation^ and the 
views to the west and nordi-west are extensive and 
picturesque. The houses in genenral are of an humhie 
description, straggling here and there in different di- 
rections, having heen hniltas necessity required, or 
where the situation was tliought to he most conTenient 
and agreeahle. 



TH£ END. 
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